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Student Government
Association application

QUINCY UNIVERSITY STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION
Fall 2017 ELECTION APPLICATION

This application will be due on November 3 by 12:00 PM in the SSC or by email.
Elections will be held from 9:00 AM, November 8 until 3:00 PM, November 10.
Results will be released following calculations on November 10.
New officers will be sworn in on February 27 at the SGA Meeting at 9:00 PM.

Requirements for Office:
To qualify for and hold office, a person must meet the following requirements:
! Must be a full-time student at the time of candidacy.
! Be in good standing with the University.
! Be enrolled as a full-time student during the term of office.

Candidate Information:

Name: _____________________________________ QU ID
Number:_____________________
Class (Circle One): Freshman
____________

Sophomore

Junior

Senior

Other:

Major: ______________________________ Minor(If
Any):______________________________
Email Address: ___________________________ Phone
Number:_________________________
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Please Select Which Position You Are Running For:
Senator

President

Vice President

If President or Vice-President, please list your running-mate:
___________________________
Candidates for President and Vice-President may also choose to run for Senate.

We have it here. The
most accurate shuttle
bus schedule on campus
I verify that the information provided in this form is accurate.
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New men’s
volleyball coach
anxious for fresh start
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Legend of haunted buildings
stir curiosity around campus
By ABIGAIL MOORE
STAFF WRITER
Quincy University has been battling
superstitions and legends of spiritual occurrences in campus buildings for years.
Tales of personal experience, ghost sightings, and strange noises fill the campus
with the buzz of curiosity and questions
of, ‘Do ghosts exist?’, or ‘Is Quincy University actually haunted?’
Various websites reveal that Quincy
University ranks as one of the top most
haunted sites in Quincy. The history behind the University raises more question
and mystery behind the unexplainable
occurrences.
Quincy University students have
listened to these rumors for years, though
all students wonder whether they are
verifiable or fallacious.
Though the truth behind many
supernatural occurrences derives from
Dr. John Schleppenbach and Brother
Edward-Marc Arambasich. Every rumor
started can be traced back to two of the
most spiritual men in Quincy.
“It’s Brother Ed, he’s the one who created them all,” Father John Doctor said.
Brother Edward-Marc Arambasich,
Quincy Fire Department chaplain and
Quincy University Friar since 2004, has
been the University’s most well-known
supernatural storyteller. Brother Ed’s
curiosities took him to leading college
students on Woodland Cemetery tours
and entertaining the idea of unrealistic
supernatural happenings around campus.
“I’ve had some fun with the students.
I’ve always enjoyed storytelling. I’ve
always enjoyed stories of the paranormal,”
Brother Ed said.
Professor Barbara Schleppenbach’s
late husband, Dr. John Schleppenbach,
studied folklore linguistics and worked

Various websites claim that Quincy University ranks as one of the top haunted sites
in Quincy.

with Dr. Hyatt, the greatest living folklore
investigator. Dr. John Schleppenbach
also aided Brother Ed in studying and
perpetuating the ‘hauntings’ of Quincy
University. He and Dr. Hyatt fully supported Brother Ed in all of his curiosities
and stories. Although Brother Ed and Dr.
Schleppenbach’s fun rumors overwhelm
Quincy’s campus, there are some occurrences that simply don’t have an explanation.
The many buildings on campus which
are filled with rumors of unexplained
accounts of ghost sightings, building
creaks, footsteps, and unusual noises
are St.Francis Solanus Hall, Willer Hall,
Helien Hall, Padua Hall, The MacHugh
Theater, the fourth and fifth floor of Francis, and Friars Hall.
The MacHugh Theater, located in the
basement of St.Francis Hall, has been
the most recognized for its supernatural

occurrences. The MacHugh Theater was
constructed and opened in 1966, after being converted from a gymnasium. Ironically enough, the first play produced by
Quincy College was in June 1872, called
‘The Ghost”. The theater was named after
Charles Persico MacHugh. Many of the
productions were later directed by Hugh
Fitzgerald, chairman of the college’s
theater department, in the 1950’s through
1980’s.
Professor Charles Persico MacHugh
came to Quincy College in 1904, became
the college’s Professor of English, and
was still teaching a course in Shakespeare
until his death in 1935. The theater has
been named after MacHugh to honor and
revive the memory of the man who spent
over thirty years of his professional life
serving Quincy University. The rumors
See HAUNTED, Page 6
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Student Senate Application
Signature:____________________________________________
Date:___________________
OPTIONAL

QUINCY UNIVERSITY STUDENT SENATE
Fall 2017 ELECTION
GENERAL INFORMATION:
! The 2017 SGA elections will be November 8 - 10 until via in-person
voting. Polling stations will be available at the following locations:
o Francis Hall Lobby
o North Campus Entrance
o SSC Front Desk
o Cafeteria Lobby
! Applications will be available in the SSC at the front desk. All
applications are due by 12:00 AM (Noon), November 3.
! Applications must be filled out completely and accurate. All
requested material must be provided. Those that fail to comply
with these requirements are subject to disqualification.
! Applicants are encouraged to attend the SGA meeting on October 31
at 9:00 PM in the Board Conference Room of Francis Hall (4th
Floor). Be prepared to discuss why you are seeking the position in
front of the current student senate.
! While not required, campaigning is encouraged. However, there are
basic rules that must be followed. Failure to do so may result in
disqualification.
o Keep campaigns positive. Do not use negative acts against
other candidates.
o Campaign activities must stop at 12:00 AM (Midnight) on
November 7 prior to the start of the election.
If questions arise, please feel free to contact us at sga@quincy.edu.

QUINCY UNIVERSITY STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION
Fall 2017 ELECTION APPLICATION

This application will be due on November 3 by 12:00 PM in the SSC or by email.
Elections will be held from 9:00 AM, November 8 until 3:00 PM, November 10.
Results will be released following calculations on November 10.
New officers will be sworn in on February 27 at the SGA Meeting at 9:00 PM.

Please use the provided space to give a short biography to be used in candidate
profiles. Please include: hometown, previous SGA involvement, involvement with
other QU clubs/sports teams, past leadership roles:
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Requirements for Office:

__________________________________________________________________

To qualify for and hold office, a person must meet the following requirements:
! Must be a full-time student at the time of candidacy.
! Be in good standing with the University.
! Be enrolled as a full-time student during the term of office.

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Candidate Information:

__________________________________________________________________

Name: _____________________________________ QU ID
Number:_____________________
Class (Circle One): Freshman
____________

Sophomore

Junior

__________________________________________________________________
Senior

Other:

Please use the provided space to tell us why you are seeking office as an

Major: ______________________________ Minor(If
Any):______________________________

executive board member of SGA:

Email Address: ___________________________ Phone
Number:_________________________

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Please Select Which Position You Are Running For:
Senator

President

______________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Vice President

__________________________________________________________________

If President or Vice-President, please list your running-mate:
___________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Candidates for President and Vice-President may also choose to run for Senate.

__________________________________________________________________

I verify that the information provided in this form is accurate.

__________________________________________________________________

Letter to the Student Government Association
To The Student Government Association:
QU Media feels incredibly disheartened by the
recent decision to remove media as well as students
from a Student Government Association meeting. The
legitimacy of a democratic government is measured
by its ability to meet the needs of its people, and we, as
journalists, fully believe that journalism is the staple
of a strong democracy.

With that being said, it is the job of a journalist to
facilitate the discussion between those serving and
those being served, and a closed door ends a discussion before it even begins. Controversial or not,
Student Government Association should always be
open and available to the students, especially practicing journalists attending the university.
While we understand that the First Amendment
does not extend to a private university like QU, we

The FALCON IS PUBLISHED BY QUINCY UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
IN CONJUNCTION WITH
A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE UNIVERSITY AND
THE HERALD-WHIG. STORIES AND PHOTOS ARE PRINTED
WITH PERMISSION FROM THE HERALD-WHIG

feel the spirit of the First Amendment and the idea of
transparency is something Quincy University should
promote campus-wide.
Phil Conover has selected transparency as one of
the pillars of his presidency, and we believe the same
attribute should be mirrored in our Student Government.
QU Media Editorial Board

The FALCON IS LOOKING FOR STUDENT WRITERS. STUDENTS IN
ANY MAJOR MAY SUBMIT WORK OR INQUIRE ABOUT SUBMISSIONS BY CONTACTING FACULTY ADVISOR:

theFalcon

NORA BALDNER
ASSISTANT COMMUNICATION PROFESSOR
schnano@quincy.edu
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Students give their
thoughts on current
events and topics
around campus

Cassie Phillips
Freshman

Eschem Rosenblatt
Freshman

Michael Lesko
Senior

Erin Flaherty
Senior

What do you think
about people who
kneel for the national
anthem?

I think the people took kneeling way too far and out of
proportion.

That is a tough subject,
but I personally feel people
should stand for the national
anthem. But the protest is
getting attention which is
what they want because they
want change.

I’m on the side that it’s disrespectful, but I see it as they
can. They have the freedom
to do that but they have
to accept what happens to
them.

Do you know about
multicultural services
available on campus? If
so, what are they? If not,
what would you like to
see?

I know there are a few such
as Black Student Union.

I haven’t looked into any. I
mean nothing in particular
but we could have religious
extracurricular activities and
cultural extracurricular activities, I’d be all for that.

They did something in SGA
the past few years. Black
Student Union formed and
Ernest Baker came to speak
to the Delts so I’m confident
they will do a good job with
that.

Yes. They are available in the
SSC.

What is your favorite
news source?

I like to get my news online
and scroll through Yahoo
news. They always have interesting stories.

Probably just TV. I see a lot of
stuff on TV.

The thing I see most often is
QUTV. I’ll see it on Facebook.
I know they have the Falcon
but I always forget to pick up.

The Skimm.

What is your favorite QU
tradition?

I really like homecoming
week.

Painting Penny Lane on
homecoming weekend.

Blessing of the athletes. I love
the concept of that, and I
love Hawk Wild a lot.

I love the painting of Penny
Lane, but I do wish we had
more Christmas traditions. I
think a ceremonial tree lighting would be awesome.

What is your favorite
Halloween costume?

I like the pun costumes such
as holy cow and ceiling fan.

Spider-man. I love Spiderman.

This might sound cheesy,
but being a tennis player. I
like dressing up in the short
shorts and the white clothes.

A Bee!

I do not agree with it.
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12:50
12:40
12:50
1:05
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Hurricanes impact QU students
By BRAYDEN NUESSEN
STAFF WRITER
Hurricane Harvey and Irma have
impacted Quincy University students.
Samuel Deleon is a senior at Quincy
University from Houston, Texas. Deleon and his family were one of the few
fortunate enough to have not been seriously impacted by Hurricane Harvey.
“My neighborhood is a newer
neighborhood that had a retention
pond where the water goes around the
(area),” Deleon said.
However, some of his family members and friends had flood damage.
“My sister’s house was located in
the neighborhood that was severely
flooded,” Deleon also said, “Her whole
first floor was (flooded), and she and
her family were stuck on the second
floor during the duration of the storm.”
Deleon also talked about how he
handled himself while at QU during
the time Harvey hit and how nervewrecking it was for him hoping the best
for his family.
“I had many friends at Houston who
were on my Snapchat stories,” Deleon
explained. “So looking at some of the
damages on their stories, they were
driving through some of the neighborhood that was devastated, and you can
see some people’s stuff on the curb that

This picture submitted by Marissa Gonzalez shows damage in her hometown
in Texas.

was taller than me.”
Marissa Gonzalez said how the state
of Texas was not prepared for the flooding in Houston.
Her hometown received some rain
from Harvey even though it was about
three and a half hours away from Houston.
Gonzalez, who is a junior at Quincy
University and plays volleyball for the
Hawks, is from a suburb that is on the
northeast side of San Antonio, Texas.
“San Antonio is a cool part of Texas,
and people forget about (San Antonio)
when you think of Texas,” Gonzalez
said. “The city is very diverse and it
is a fun city with a lot going on. San
Antonio has been more of the support

for Houston, and I do not think anyone
in Texas was prepared for the flooding
that occurred.”
Gonzalez talked about what her
family did to support Houston after the
devastation.
“My dad went to the coast to volunteer there, and he helped clear debris
and trash everywhere,” Gonzalez said.
Even though most of Gonzalez’s family was safe from Harvey, she recalled
her family helping her aunt prepare for
the hurricane because she lived on a
coast near Houston.
“She stayed at my parent’s house
in San Antonio during the storm, her
house had damage, but it was not destroyed,” Gonzalez said.
A couple of weeks after Hurricane
Harvey devastated Houston, Hurricane
Irma came through the Atlantic Ocean
and destroyed most of Florida.
Javon Washington, who plays football for QU, talked about his experience
during the most recent hurricane and
said it was not the first time he had
experienced a hurricane.
“The worst I had been through was
Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane
Wilma,” Washington said.
Hurricane Katrina devastated New
Orleans in 2005 while Hurricane Wilma
hit Florida two months after Katrina.
“I remember being without lights for

at least a week and a half after Katrina,”
Washington said.
Washington then recalled his experience with his brother during Hurricane
Wilma.
“My brother and I lived in a fourbedroom house and converted a garage
into a bedroom, and we put a wall up.
Hurricane Wilma then blew that wall
down, and I woke up being wet,” Washington says. “The only thing that kept
it (the wall) from falling on me was the
closet that we had built.”
Washington was born and raised in
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., and moved to
Inverness, Fla., his senior year of high
school.
Washington’s famiy’s approach to
Hurricane Irma was to treat it like any
other hurricane they had experienced
in the past.
“You have to get prepared like
stocking up on water, canned food,
and boarding up windows, it was like
second nature to us,” Washington
explained. “My grandmother lived in
Inverness, and she had an electrical well
pump and knew she was not going to
have water, so what she did was buy big
dumpsters to fill the water so that she
can flush the toilet.”
His family’s home did not suffer as
much damage, and they made it safely
through the hurricane.

Black Student Union organizes on campus
By ROBERT WORD
STAFF WRITER
Quincy University’s Black Student
Union (B.S.U.) held its first meeting in
Francis Hall Thursday on Oct. 5.
Students who attended had an opportunity to ask questions about B.S.U.
and join if they pleased. A total of 23
students showed up to the meeting
with 20 of those students being African
American and the other three Caucasian. No other ethnicity attended the
meeting.
At the meeting, Preisdent Ernest
Baker said that B.S.U is open to not
only African Americans but all minorities and anyone else who supports
B.S.U.’s overall goal and purpose. The
purpose and goal of the National Black
Student Union is to promote positive
images of African Americans and help
students integrate their college com-

munity.
“The goal and purpose of B.S.U. is
to build multicultural awareness here
at Quincy and be a voice for the blacks
and other minorities at a predominantly
white school,” Baker said
An African American student at
the meeting explained how he recently
received offensive words and backlash
for supporting B.S.U. by other students
not of the same ethnicity. Quincy University student Stevie Wallace felt it was
unnecessary for those students to speak
harshly against B.S.U. He said it made
him feel uncomfortable.
“I posted on my Snapchat that I
would be attending the B.S.U. informational in efforts to get more people
to attend and I got messages back
responding saying things like yea! fight
the power down with white people!
Burn the Mexicans! Bomb the Asians
(again)! Wooooooo!!!!!” this upset me

and I wondered why people would react
that way,” Wallace said.
White and minority students are
encouraged by B.S.U. leaders Ernest
Baker and Richard Cunningham to
join and help unify Quincy University’s
campus by spreading awareness and understanding. Durant Descartes, former
leader of the historically black fraternity Phi Beta Sigma chapter at QU,
spoke at the meeting. Durant discussed
the struggles he had to face starting a
similar group at Quincy University just
a few years ago, and shared his experiences about how hard it was to integrate
with the other fraternities at Quincy
University.
“Having the word black in Black
Student Union upsets the majority. The
word black is like a bad word to them.
We see the word black as empowering,
they see fear,” Durant said.
B.S.U. leader Ernest Baker also

shared his own hardships that he faced
at Quincy with the start of B.S.U. At
an S.G.A meeting it was discussed that
a few students complained about the
name Black Student Union and wanted
it to be changed to something different.
Those students felt that the name Black
Student Union was excluding whites
and that B.S.U was separating themselves and making the group exclusive
to black people. It was suggested at the
meeting the name be changed to Multicultural Student Union.
“After I explained why the name
needs to stay B.S.U. they understood
and agreed,” Baker said.
The hardship Baker faced ended in
a positive manner and moved B.S.U
closer to accomplishing its overall goal,
to promote understanding on Quincy
University’s campus of the black culture..
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Buildings have been subject of ghost hunts
Continued from Page 1
entail that Persico MacHugh and Hugh Fitzgerald
haunt the MacHugh Theater to this day.
“Theatres are always haunted places, especially ours
since ours has a chapel above it,” Dr. Barbara Scleppenbach said.
Hugh Fitzgerald established the Quincy University
theater department shortly after joining the faculty in
1956 and chaired the department until it was discontinued in 1981. Because of the lack of finances,
the theater had to close its doors until the university
gained more theater majors. The last performance
was “Tartuffe”. In 1999, Connie Phillips took over
the department and revived the theater to its current
organization.
Nearby, St.Francis parochial school lost 12 small
girls in a performance rehearsal fire in 1899, where
many believe the spirits of the young girls haunt the
University’s theater. The MacHugh Theater can be
linked back to the St.Aloysius Orphanage, where it
was believed to be in the same location. Others believe
the spirits of the orphans haunt the MacHugh Theater.
“The theater used to be a part of the orphanage.
There was also an indoor recreational area. Then there
was a fire,” Sam Lathrop, head of Quincy University
security, said, “The stories about odd occurrences in
the theater area were prevalent.”
Terry Hagerbaumer has been security officer for
Quincy University for over seven years. Many overnight shifts have left him uneasy about the campus,
especially the MacHugh Theater.
“You’ll feel someone pull your hair and breath on
your neck,” Hagerbaumer said.
Sandy Schutte has worked late nights cleaning the
university for 35 years. She reported doors opening and closing late at night when nobody else was
around.
“They say that the basement is haunted. This is an
old place, I don’t disbelieve it. They say it’s haunted by
Fitzgerald.” Schutte said.
Kyle Lyon, a recent graduate of Quincy University,
experienced the MacHugh Theater in a personal way.
“Evan and I were in the front of the MacHugh
Theater. There was nobody on campus at that time.
We could hear footsteps around us and somebody
whispering something into both of our ears,” Lyon
said, “After that, we both ran.”
Casey Pigg, a sophomore at Quincy University, is
involved in the theater production program. Pigg has
witnessed many of the spiritual hauntings in the MacHugh Theater. She reported walking right through a
tall man wearing a suit and watching a little girl walk
up the stairwell, who disappeared into the wall.
“I’m not the only one that’s seen the little girl. She
smells like smoke,” Pigg said.
Brother Ed confirmed that there are spiritual energies on campus, especially in the MacHugh Theater.
Though, he does not believe that these energies are
evil, instead benevolent. A majority of the spirits seen
by faculty and students have been late friars of the
university.
“They’re all good people. There’s nothing evil,

Francis Hall is illuminated in the darkness.

there’s nothing bad,” Brother Ed said.
Dr. Barbara Schleppenbach knew her husband
received the same feeling. Although Dr. John Schleppenbach was very involved in the city’s hauntings, he
knew for sure the hauntings at QU were harmless.
“Dr. John Schleppenbach knew all of the traditions.
He always said, whatever the energies are, they are
good ones,” Professor B. Schleppenbach, Dean of Arts
and Humanities, said.
Quincy’s security even noticed that the spiritual
energies at Quincy University were nothing to be
afraid of.
“I’ve never sensed that I was in danger, but sometimes people let their imagination run wild on them,”
Hagerbaumer said.
North Campus of Quincy University is also one of
the city’s most haunted locations because the building was previously used as a seminary. The building
contained dorm rooms that housed Friars and priests.
“The third floor at North Campus, room 319, was
occupied by Brother Herbert Althoff. Those who
have experienced retreats out there, people have seen
Brother Herb walking down the hall,” Brother Ed said.
There are also reports of doors rattling and opening
on their own, footsteps, and strange noises at North
Campus.
Looking at St.Francis Hall from the front, the right
side of the building has been around the longest and
has the most history behind it. Paul Brown is a notable Quincy University Alumni and has volunteered
for over 50 years at the advancement office at Quincy
University. He confidently reported a creaking floor
from where he works in his office, though has never
seen a spiritual energy.
“Every old building has ghosts though,” Brown
said.
Brown’s office resides in Francis, where there have
been many sightings and reportings of ghosts.
“On the fourth floor, in that building itself, we have
a saint-to-be claim that he haunts in a benevolent,
good, kind way: Father Augustus Tolton,” Brother Ed
said, “They also claim that two friars are seen regularly
walking down the fourth-floor hallway, going upstairs
to 5th floor and disappearing,”
A few months ago, a member of campus security

and I traveled up to the 5th floor of St.Francis Hall
with the University Fifth-floor rumors implanted in
our minds. The Fifth floor was an eerie feeling; cold
and dark. Hagerbaumer reported having goosebump
and cold chills. My phone battery dropped 15 percent
and my phone had a difficult time taking pictures of
the “exorcism chair”.
“Legend has it that on the 5th floor of Francis, if
you sit in that chair you’ll feel like you’re being possessed,” Hagerbaumer said.
Brother Ed enjoyed creating stories as much as he
did frightening students on a regular basis. The “exorcism chair” started as a joke and has now turned into
a confident University claim.
“There is no exorcism chair. Its purpose was to put
it outside the window on the 5th floor in case of a fire.
The chair has chains to strap people in and let them
down,” Brother Ed said.
The only way Hollywood would ever profit from
horror films is if they added something as unrealistic
as possessions, which is why so many people believe that exorcisms are so common. Brother Ed also
confirmed that even if the exorcism chair were real,
exorcisms are very much uncommon.
“How God would allow anybody to be possessed is
beyond me. It’s a very rare thing.” Brother Ed said.
Many reports of strange happenings have derived
from students living in Padua Hall as well.
Lyon has lived in most of the University’s resident
halls through-out his years at Quincy and recalls his
strange experiences in Padua.
“They say that one of the old Friar’s hung themselves in the Padua shower. And one of the students
jumped out of the 4th-floor window,” Lyon said, “and
now that person haunts Padua.”
Brother Ed revealed the real occurrence at Padua
Hall.
“All those stories are just stories, Padua is not
haunted at all,” Brother Ed said, “One story is that
many years ago, a student dismissed themselves from
school and four months later he took his life in a jail
cell. There was a fire in Padua Hall, though nobody
died. That’s the real story.”
Seeing and believing in spiritual occurrences is
totally impractical for some people.
“When people say they see ghosts, it tells you a lot
about the way people’s minds work for sure,” Dr. B.
Schleppenbach said.
While some security guards claim they’ve seen it
all, other have reported that they’ve never experienced
anything abnormal in their years of working.
“I’ve been in every nook and cranny of QU and
I’ve never seen anything in all hours of the night,” QU
Security Guard Pamela Wallace said.
Many students can relate, as some seniors have
attended Quincy University for four years and never
experienced anything unnatural occur in dorms or in
the Main Hall. Many have taken the initiative to find
the truth.
“If you want to search for something, it will probably find you,” Reed Bentzinger, Quincy University
senior, said.
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Students visit Quincy Islamic Center
By BRAYDEN NUESSEN
STAFF WRITER
“What happened in Las Vegas made
us more sad than anyone,” Mohamed
Elbermawy told a group of journalists
from around the state of Illinois.
Elbermawy explained how he felt
about the recent mass shooting in Las
Vegas. He explained how sad the local
Muslim community was and said that
they prayed for the victims.
Elbermawy pointed out that whenever a mass shooting occurs, Muslims are
first to be blamed. He wants the media
and people to stop pointing fingers at
them.
Omaima Ebeid, also on the panel,
said that at first before investigators
found out who was behind the shooting
in Las Vegas, people thought it was a
Muslim committing a terrorist attack.
Once they found out the suspect had
no ties to Muslim faith, President Donald Trump did not say it was a terrorist
attack, he called it an “act of pure evil”.
“Whenever a tragedy happens, it
makes us more sad than anyone,” Elbermawy also explained, “As Muslims,
we believe that we are all brothers and
sisters, we are all in this together.”
Dr. Zakiah Ali also spoke to journalists who were in Quincy in October for
the Illinois News Broadcasters Association (INBA) conference.
Quincy University students attended
the conference and the Muslimedia session designed to help journalists under-

This is the praying room at the Quincy Islamic Center.

stand more about the Muslim faith.
“I thought the experience at the
Islamic Center was eye opening and
inspiring to hear the real stories from
the Muslim community and to really
make a difference for me as a journalist,” Ashlynn Worley, junior, said.
The Islamic Center of Quincy was
founded by Dr. Zakiah Ali in 2001 in a
smaller location and moved to the current building on N.12th Street in 2010.
Dr. Ali explained how members
have brought the Muslim Community

together and praised Quincy for accepting them and their culture.
In the beginning of the three hour
visit to the mosque, three of the representatives of the center spoke on the
panel.
They each had ten minutes to talk
about their Muslim faith, how they are
perceived daily, and misconceptions
about their religion.
Dr. Ali spoke about how there was
not anywhere in Quincy that Muslims
could practice their faith when she

moved here.
“When our grandson was born
and we had to have a Mosque,” Dr. Ali
explained.
They now have approximately 20-25
members.
“People are so respectful to me and
the community has opened their arms
with respect,” Dr. Ali said.
Ebeid spoke about the wrong perception that some people have about the
Muslim faith on a daily basis.
“Before 9/11, people were like, do
you speak English?” Embeid added,
“After 9/11, people were like why do
you dress like this?”
She told the panel that no one told
her to dress like she does and it was her
choice.
“No one forces me to marry someone, people ask all the time, do you
know who you were going to marry to
at birth?” Ebeid said. “We are all brother and sisters, doesn’t matter where you
come from.”
After the panel, the representatives
of the local Mosque showed everyone
how they pray.
The praying room in the Islamic
Center of Quincy.
Elbermawy was extremely happy that
he got to explain his faith and hopes
that Muslims are just as accepted as
everyone else. They want to be apart of
the community without being afraid
of what people will do to them or how
they are perceived.

St. John named new director of residence life
By LAUREN BEEMAN
STAFF WRITER
Quincy University hired a new director of residence life and campus programming after former
director Crystal Sutter resigned.
After an original screening process followed by an
on-campus interview, QU administration selected
Johann St. John for the position.
St. John brings with him a collection of experience in higher education, especially at smaller, private
universities.
“I’m international. I was born and raised in Granada, so I’m a Caribbean boy,” St. John said.
St. John attended undergraduate school in Miami,
Florida, and completed his master’s degree at Nova
Southeastern University. He went on to work in Ken-

tucky at Georgetown College and
Berea College.
Along with higher educational
experience, St. John also has experience, as a head tennis coach, which
is something he believes, will help
him tremendously at Quincy University where the student-athlete
St. John
population is 50 percent.
Brings an
“I’ve moved around a lot. I’m
international
big on traveling because I think to
flavor to campus
be where I want to be in the future
it has to be about perspective,” St.
John said.
“The more places I can go and see how they do
things and learn and pick up more things here and
there it allows me to bring more to the table.”

Resident Director of the Student Living Center
Darek Lambert was one of several students involved
in St. John’s interviewing process.
Lambert and five other student Resident Directors
conducted their own interview of St. John and were
instrumental in the final decision.
“I think he represents everything Quincy University has been lacking in Resident’s Life. The experience
he has will make him an approachable supervisor for
student staff.”
St. John boasts an open-door policy for students,
and believes his job is to open minds.
“I want people to be able to dream beyond what
they can see and what they can feel. It’s important students I can play a part in their journey, and that I want
to be a part of their journey,” St. John said.
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Men’s volleyball coach looks for fresh start
By BRAYDEN NUESSEN
STAFF WRITER
Last May, Gavin Mueller was hired as
the head volleyball coach after Hadley
Foster was fired in the middle of the
season.
Several injuries derailed Mueller’s
college career, however, it did not stop
him in his road to becoming a head
coach.
Mueller was born in Springfield,
Illinois and moved to Deltona, Florida
when he was around two.
He originally played baseball his
whole life until high school when injuries forced him to find another sport to
stay active.
“In high school, I played football,
baseball, basketball and the weightlifting team,” Mueller said.
He started playing volleyball and he
was good enough to get the attention
of former Head Coach Hadley Foster.
He was recruited to play for Quincy
University.

Unfortunately, his first week of freshman year, he suffered a season ending
injury playing pickup basketball.
“I was playing basketball and I was
going for a dunk and a guy behind me
pushes me with a little hard foul and
when I landed, I tore my ACL, MCL,
and meniscus in my leg,” Mueller
recalled.
Mueller stated that it was tough since
it was his first week of college and did
not know that many people and volleyball hadn’t started yet.
Not only did this injury affect his
freshmen year, the injury forced him
to miss some of his sophomore year as
well.
“I was still real weak and the injury
did not heal right, so I did this procedure called double bundle,” Mueller
explained.
He said it was to make his leg stronger.
Junior year of college, he dealt with
groin injuries and played parts of that
season.
In his senior year, he suffered the

same injury he did his freshmen year.
“I was doing a conditioning drill
with the team before the season and
my buddy Steve and I were competing
against each other,” Mueller added, “We
were doing jumping drills and we were
goofing around having fun and then he
landed on top of me and I knew once
I landed that I tore my ACL, MCL,
meniscus on the same leg.”
He never played a full season with all
the injuries, however, he stayed in the
game to coach.
Mueller went back to coach his high
school JV and varsity teams for two
years and then he wanted to become an
athletic director at his high school.
“This happened out of the blue but
Hadley (Foster) called me to become a
graduate assistant,” Mueller explained.
He did not hesitate to take the job
And when Foster was fired, Mueller was
named head coach for men’s volleyball.
Mueller hopes to change the culture
and guide his players to success on and
off the court.

Gavin Mueller

Women’s soccer team success
highlights fall sports season
By BRAYDEN NUESSEN
STAFF WRITER

The Quincy University women’s soccer team captured its first Great Lakes Valley Conference championship since 2013, thus earning a spot in the NCAA Div. II
tournament.

Women’s soccer clinched their spot
in the playoffs after winning their first
conference since 2013 after defeating
University of Illinois Springfield.
Mackenzie Rief led the Hawks to
victory with a pair of goals as she has
played a huge factor to the Hawks success this year.
Heading into a game at William
Jewell last week, Rief was tied for the
NCAA Div. II lead for game-winning
goals with eight. She currently leads the
GLVC in goals (9), game-winning goals
(8), points (21), and shots (78).
Quincy hosted the GLVC quarterfinal and the GLVC tournament will be
held from November 3rd to the 5th in
Indianapolis.
However, the men’s soccer team has
struggled this year, going 6-10 on the
year.
The Hawks won 12 or more games
since 2012 and the this is the first losing
season for head coach, Mike Carpenter,

his five seasons.
Aubrey Reis leads the men’s soccer in
points (8) playing all 15 games this year.
Women’s volleyball is also having a
rough time going 7-16 under first-year
Coach Abby Moser.
They still have a few games of the
season left as they play their last game
at McKendree University.
The football team is currently on a
rough stretch losing three in the row
after starting the season 3-2 on the year.
After playing their final home game
last Saturday against Truman State, the
Hawks take to the road to play their
final two games against McKendree
University and Missouri S&T.
In cross country, the men and
women teams competed in the GLVC
tournament.
Both the women’s and men’s teams
finished 12th out of 13 schools that
competed in the conference championship.
Men’s and women’s tennis teams
both struggled this fall after falling to
UIS a couple weekends ago.

