
Quincy University President Robert 
Gervasi announced the launch of the $25 
million Forever Forward Campaign on 
Saturday night at a special gala launch 
event in the Health and Fitness Center.

This is the largest campaign in the 
history of QU.  So far, $15.25 million has 
been raised. The raising of the money was 
made possible by many donors, including 
a $1 million donation by the Richard Nie-
mann family and a $2 million contribu-
tion from an anonymous alum to renovate 
the science labs at North Campus.

The school is planning on hosting a 
number of campaign events in Quincy 
and throughout the country over the next 
few years to raise the awareness of the 
university to reach the eventual goal of 
$25 million.

“As we look to the future, we are not 
losing sight of our past and the core values 
that are so critical in our world today. We 
are preserving those values along with 
some very critical structures that symbol-
ize those values,” Gervasi said. “In looking 
to the future, we are also celebrating the 
timeless liberal arts education we provide 
to our students. That education is being 
delivered in innovative ways to ensure our 
students are still getting the best educa-
tion possible to prepare them to make a 
difference in the world around them, the 
mission of Quincy University.”

The Student Union is often looked 
upon as the living room of the campus, 
but until this year, it had not been im-
proved much since it was first built in the 
1960s. This is changing, however, as stu-
dents were welcomed back to campus this 

fall with a renovated cafeteria, thanks to a 
$2 million investment from Chartwells. 

“We are reimagining (the Student 
Union) into a modern, attractive space 
for students to gather and socialize,” QU 
alumna and campaign co-chair Linda 
Moore said. “A space for students to get 
their mail, pick up a cup of coffee and 
shoot pool. A space for student clubs and 
organizations to meet and plan and host 
events. A place with a true multicultural 
center and a bigger and better Hawk’s 
Nest.”

The learning environment on campus 
will be directly affected by $14.5 million 
in projects, allowing the university to 
integrate technology and modern equip-
ment into the Science Center, the Music 
and Communication Building, Brenner 
Library and Francis Hall.

Renovations that have already been 
completed are the new QU Stadium 

known as ‘The Rock’ and the creation of 
the Student Success Center in Brenner 
Library. 

“While preservation of rare books 
remains a priority, there is room for a re-
invented library with collaboration rooms 
and shared technology,” QU alum and 
campaign co-chair Bill Metzinger said. “A 
place for faculty to learn new instruction-
al methods and record lectures. A place 
where knowledge is exchanged freely, and 
students can grow and learn.”

QU wants to reinvent the library with 
collaboration rooms and shared tech-
nology so that there is a place for faculty 
to learn new instrumental methods and 
record lectures. Planned improvements 
include renovated teaching laboratories, 
technology-equipped classrooms, facul-
ty-student research labs, student study 
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QU launches renovations
with $25 million campaign

The Forever Forward Campaign aims to reinvent the library with new technology while 
preserving its many books. (Falcon photo by Chris Chappell’e)
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Sexual assault on and off 
campus is a very serious ordeal 
that should never be taken 
lightly. The effects of such a 
traumatizing event can and 
usually do last a lifetime. 

Quincy University does 
not take the mistreatment of 
its faculty, staff, and students 
lightly and will protect and 
advocate for them with the 
best of its ability. If a student 
is sexually assaulted, he or she 
has resources available to help 
move past the assault. 

 “If a student is sexually 
assaulted or thinks that they 
are being sexually assaulted, a 
victim of sexual misconduct, 
and/or sexually harassed, it 
should be reported to someone 
immediately. If I am the per-
son who gets the call or the in-
cident is reported to me, action 
is taken immediately since we 
consider this a serious offense 
and an investigation will open 
on the alleged case of sexual 
assault,” Director of Campus 
Security Sam Lathrop said.

“In addition, during the 

process, the victim has free 
reign to choose the direction 
and outcome of the inves-
tigation to an extent. If the 
victim wants or doesn’t want 
law enforcement involved, it 
is their choice. However, for 
serious cases, that option of 
law enforcement participation 
can’t be helped.” 

QU has three campus 
members who are Title IX 
trained to handle these cases 
Tiffany Nolan, Vice Presi-
dent in the Office of Student 
Engagement and Success, is 
the lead coordinator for this 
process.  She is followed by 
Jason Amezcua, the Director 
of Residence Life, who will act 
as an assistant coordinator, and 
Lathrop, who oversees and ini-
tiates the investigative efforts. 

“In the case that a sexual 
assault case is brought to the 
attention of the university, 
we also immediately contact 
our resident experts in town, 
which would be the Quanada 
organization. We allow the 
personnel of Quanada free 
reign to control and lead the 
way in the investigative efforts 
and support network for the 

victim due to their work ethic, 
effectiveness, and professional-
ism in this field,” Lathrop said.

Quanada is a non-profit 
organization that helps victims 
of domestic violence and 
sexual assault by providing 
emotional, physical, and crisis 
support.

Every year during the fall 
semester, the Office of Student 
Engagement in collaboration 

with the Counseling office on 
campus and QUANADA host 
an event called “Take Back the 
Night” during Domestic Vi-
olence Month to raise aware-
ness of the horror of mental, 
spiritual, verbal, emotional, 
and sexual abuse that many  
face behind closed doors.  It 
also brings to light to the 
victims the variety of support 
and resources that await them 
in hopes that they take the first 
step to freedom. 

Sexual assault prevention 
counselor JJ Magliocco said 
QU helps protect sexual assault 
victims well. 

“Quincy University does 
a great job in provided a safe 
environment and resources 
for students and victims.  This 
institution does an excellent 
job in partnering with us in 
the event of sexual assault to 
ensure that all is done and 
provided for those affected by 
the incident,” she said.

 Magliocco thinks events 
and programs that raise aware-
ness about sexual assault are 
essential. 

“That’s why I love to speak 
and be involved with programs 

like ‘Take Back the Night’ that 
provide resources and an ed-
ucational forum to inform the 
campus and community. It’s 
time to speak up about things 
done in the dark. Help is here 
all around and we are willing 
and ready to help,” Magliocco 
said.

QU has trained counseling 
staff on the ground level of 
Friars Hall who will help any-
one who has or is experiencing 
sexual assault. If you or some-
one you know is suffering from 
sexual assault, contact Molly 
Dunn-Steinke, Director of the 
Counseling Center at (217) 
228-5432, x3785, or Kathy 
Brink, Counseling Center 
Therapist at (217) 242-1655. 

Another resource that is 
available to students, faculty, 
and staff members of Quin-
cy University is the student 
handbook, which identifies 
the areas of sexual harassment, 
assault, and misconduct and 
defines terms that are some-
times misunderstood. The in-
formation is located on pages 
17-21 in the 2015-16 Student 
Handbook.

Assault victims have resources on campus
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spaces and a computer labo-
ratory.

The university is spending 
$5.75 million for renovations 
to the Student Center. Among 
the highlights will be modern 
dining facilities, social spaces 
for students, student enter-
tainment areas, expanded 
convenience options such as a 
mailroom, bookstore and con-
venience shop, a multicultural 

support and engagement cen-
ter and an expanded Hawk’s 
Nest for social gatherings and 
interaction.

“Expanding the Student 
Center is one of the most 
important projects to get done, 
because I see the Student 
Center as a living room of the 
campus where students and 
faculty can interact,” Gervasi 
said.

For the music department, 
QU will create a dedicated pi-

ano lab, a Musical Instrument 
Digital Interface (MIDI) lab, a 
music theory classroom, and 
plenty of new space for faculty 
and student instruction and 
practice.  The Communication 
Department will receive an 
expanded television broadcast 
studio, an audio recording 
studio, Internet radio station, 
production recording theatre 
and interactive media lab.

The chapel, which is more 
than 100 years old, will also get 

a $1 million facelift. Among 
the changes will be a new 
roof, stained-glass window 
repair, interior preservation of 
the building’s iconic artwork, 
organ restoration, a new sound 
system and heating/air condi-
tioning unit.

Little by little, the school 
has been running some of the 
larger projects as pilot experi-
ences.  Seven key projects and 
a number of smaller projects 
will eventually be completed. 

All of the projects are antic-
ipated to be completed in 
five years, but they could be 
finished sooner if QU makes 
its fundraising goal.  

“It’s a great vision,” QU 
alum and former Board of 
Trustees member Sam Banks 
said. “With all the support QU 
receives from its staff, alumni, 
and students, it’ll be awesome 
to see what they can accom-
plish.”
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Junior Tothyanna White, a 
member of the G-U-I-Dance 
gospel dance team, performs 
a special piece during the Take 
Back the Night event. (Falcon 
photo by Amy Damron)
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In the almost 16 years since the 
Columbine High School massacre, 
school shootings have been on the rise 
in the United States.  In 2007, Seung-
Hui Cho opened fire on the campus of 
Virginia Tech and killed 32 students 
and faculty members before killing 
himself.  In 2012, Adam Lanza drove 
to Sandy Hook Elementary School in 
Newtown, Connecticut, shot and killed 
26 students and staff members, and 
then committed suicide.  

According to Everytown For Gun 
Safety, a website that studies and com-
piles U.S. school shootings, there have 
been 52 school shootings so far this 
year, with the most recent in Umpqua 
Community College in Roseburg, 
Oregon where 10 people were killed 
and seven were injured and Northern 
Arizona University and Texas Southern 
University, both of which resulted in 
one death.    

Quincy University has implement-
ed two security measures to prevent 
shootings like these from happening on 
its campus.  

Currently, key card readers are 
located on the outside doors and 
classroom doors in Francis Hall.  When 
students aren’t moving in the early 
mornings, evenings, and weekends, the 
doors at Francis Hall are secure and 
cannot be opened by anyone except 
security.  The doors are key card acces-
sible in normal business hours, except 
for the main doors, which don’t require 
key card access.  

Some students question why there 
is no key card access on the main 
doors.

“I still feel like people can wander 
around because even though they go 
through the main door, most people 
don’t question who you are, so if you’re 
of college age, people probably won’t 
even notice,” QU senior Christina 
Boernson said.

QU’s Director of Security, Sam 
Lathrop, said the doors don’t require 
key card access because people from 
outside the campus visit Francis Hall 
throughout the day. For example, 
people have meetings with President 
Gervasi and prospective students and 
their parents meet admission counsel-
ors and tour campus.

“We’re not Fort Knox.  Our se-
curity is better than it was four years 
ago, but we are not Fort Knox, nor do I 
think we want to be,” Lathrop said. 

Lathrop said the camera system 
has enhanced campus security in a cou-
ple of ways.  Security guards can now 
see confrontations and disturbances on 
tape. 

Almost every time the university 
builds or refurbishes, security is added.  
For example, a few spots at the football 
stadium require key card access and 
have cameras.  The security department 
plans to continue to implement more 
security measures as it receives funding.

QU has never undergone a lock-
down.  However, under the key card 
system, Lathrop will soon be able to 
lock down Francis Hall and North 
Campus with the touch of a button. 

If QU would undergo a lockdown, 
no one will be able to enter the build-
ings that are locked down.  However, 
anyone can leave the buildings to get to 
safety.   

There are three main approaches to 
respond to threats: run, hide, and fight.  
Lathrop said if the danger is going on 
outside of a classroom that students are 
in, then students should hide.  How-
ever, if students hear gunshots on the 
second floor, and they are on the first 
floor, they should run.  He also said if 
a gunman is in the classroom, students 
can choose to be a victim or to fight.   

“So when you have that run, hide, 
fight, if you go into lockdown, you have 
to be able to allow for all of those to 
happen, and I wouldn’t want the doors 
to be in a position where we couldn’t 
move them in either direction,” Lathrop 

said.   
The Security Department uses 

a communication program to reach 
students and alert them of emergencies.  
With the touch of a button, the system 
sends out texts, voicemails, and emails 
with all the information about on-cam-
pus emergencies.  Students can register 
for the system by logging into Moodle, 
going to the Student Portal, and select-
ing Emergency Notification.  Students 
then fill in the information to receive 
the alerts.  Students need to register for 
the alerts every school year because at 
the end of each year, all of the data is 
deleted.

Lathrop said student shooters 
never just snap, and that there is time 
to prevent mass shootings from hap-
pening. 

“What happens is there is ideation, 
which means the person starts think-
ing, hey wouldn’t this be cool, there’s 
planning, if that idea’s cool, what do I 
do to make it happen, there’s garnering 
the equipment that person needs, there 
might be a practice stage, and then 
there’s the actual event,” Lathrop said.

Lathrop wants students to report 
anything that seems suspicious or out 
of the ordinary to the Student Welfare 

Intervention and Facilitation Team, 
or SWIFT.  There, students can report 
concerns not just for dangerous stu-
dents, but also for students in academic 
peril or any student who is not men-
tally or physically healthy.  To access 
SWIFT, students should go to QU’s 
home webpage, click on the Student 
Life Tab, and select SWIFT.

Lathrop trains faculty, staff, and 
students who work for the university 
on emergency situations annually.

Lathrop also strongly believes that 
students need to be aware of their sur-
roundings and take different routes to 
get to their destinations on campus.

Lathrop said the odds of a shooting 
taking place at QU are small, but that 
that is probably exactly what people 
would have said about Sandy Hook the 
week before the shooting there.

“So the lesson from that is when 
you do have those events, get your nose 
out of your cell phone, pull your ear 
buds out, be aware, be alert and report 
things that aren’t right,” Lathrop said.  
“It makes you be more aware of your 
environment, and that’s always a good 
thing.”  

Contact Campus Security with any 
concerns at 217-228-5600.
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Am I safe at Quincy University?

A campus security vehicle is parked outside of Friars Hall. (Falcon Photo by Chris 
Chapell’e)

Security director says campus 
is safer than it was four years 
ago, but ‘we’re not Fort Knox’



Roughly 125,000 college students 
in Illinois and about 40 percent of 
Quincy University students are at risk 
of losing their Illinois MAP (Monetary 
Award Program) grant for the 2015-
2016 school year. The state has yet to 
finalize the state budget, from which 
the grant funding comes from each 
fiscal year. 

QU students who receive this grant 
are facing problems with how they are 
going to pay for tuition in the future it 
the grant isn’t included in the new state 
budget.

“A lot of my aid comes from the 
MAP grant and I’m really concerned 
that it isn’t finalized because it puts up 
another roadblock for me to get my 
degree. Also, the extra aid I planned 
on receiving was going towards books, 
living expenses and possible summer 
classes,” QU student Jake Braskett said.

The MAP grant is a source of 
financial aid that is funded by the state 
and is given to students who complete 
their FAFSA (Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid) by the priority 

deadline. Illinois legislators still have 
not approved an official budget for 
this fiscal year and we’re already three 
months into the school year.

QU President Robert Gervasi and 
the university has a plan for the fall se-
mester of 2015 if the state doesn’t fund 
the MAP grant in the future. 

“It’s very hard on our students and 
the university when a troubling situa-
tion with state funding can affect our 
students and their way to pay for higher 
education. We will float the money for 
this semester so students can continue 
to attend QU, but the university will 
have a net loss of $1.3 million,” Gervasi 
said. 

Colleges and universities cannot 
guarantee that the funding will come 
in, so they have to make a resolution to 
pay for the lack of aid.

Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner visited 
John Wood Community College on 
Oct. 15 and spoke about his plans with 
the state budget.

“I believe the budget will be de-
cided in the next 60 to 90 days, even 
though it should’ve been finished five 
months ago. Education is my biggest 
priority, and it really drives me nuts 

that universities and students could be 
hurt,” Rauner said. 

Students will have to be patient 
and start making decisions with their 

parents/guardians on how to pay 
for school and other expenses in the 
future. 

Halloween is always an eventful 
day during the autumn season. The op-
tions are plentiful and a few options are 
trick or treating, corn mazes, hayrides, 
or haunted houses. 

Quincy University will be responsi-
ble for hosting a couple of such events. 
The annual Halloween with the Hawks 
will cover the trick or treating aspect of 
Halloween, while North Campus will 
be turned into a haunted house. 

This year will mark the third year 
the Halloween with the Hawks will be 
hosted at QU. However, they have plans 
to change the venue this year instead of 
using the health and fitness center as in 
the past.

“This year we are trying something 
a little different and holding the event 

from 4 to 6 p.m. at QU Stadium on 
Halloween night,” Associate Athletic 
Director for Internal Operations Dan-
ielle Surprenant said.

Although the Halloween with the 
Hawks involves trick or treating, there 
is still more to the event than that. 
Sueprenant said Quincy University 
athletic teams will be setting up games 
and activities to provide a different 
atmosphere for kids of the community 
to come and enjoy.

Halloween with the Hawks is 
intended to provide a safe, fun environ-
ment for the kids in the community to 
interact with QU athletes, according to 
Surprenant. However, Quincy Univer-
sity has other Halloween events to offer 
as well.

North Campus will be turned 
into the Asylum for Halloween week-
end. The event will take place Friday, 

October 30 as well at Halloween night 
on October 31.  The doors will open 
at 8 and stay open until midnight each 
night. 

The Collegiate Entrepreneur Orga-
nization (CEO) is holding this event for 
a couple of different reasons. 

“One purpose of the event, as with 
all other CEO business ventures, is to 
give club members an opportunity to 
gain skills in running an events which 
could possibly lead to future business-
es,” CEO President Reed Bentzinger 
said. 

Also, the event is open to the pub-
lic and will cost $7 per ticket, or you 
can purchase 2 tickets for $10, and if a 
QU ID is shown, one ticket will cost $5. 

“The event also serves as a fund-
raiser for our organization, and a 
portion of the proceeds will be given to 
charity,” Bentzinger said.

Still looking for plans Halloween 
weekend? QU has a few options to 
consider when making those plans and 
there are also other events around the 
area.

1. Mill Creek Farms open every 
weekend in October, noon - 5 p.m. Free 
hayrides and corn mazes.

2. Hannibal Jaycees Haunted 
House open Fridays and Saturdays in 
October from 7:30 p.m - midnight. Ad-
mission is $10 for the haunted house, 
but there are other activities there as 
well.

3. Haunted Hallow Trail is open 
Friday and Saturday nights in October. 
Admission is $10

4. Hannibal Haunted Church 
is open every Friday and Saturday in 
October. Admission is $10.
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Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner spoke at John Wood Community College about his 
plans for the state budget. (Falcon photo by Evan Powell)
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Illinois students may not receive MAP grant

In for a scream? Try these sites for a haunted Halloween  
TRICK OR TREATING



In Quincy, there are a few places 
female students can go if they need 
help with pregnancy, need to get tested 
for seually transmitted diseases, need 
different forms of birth control, and 
need help planning their family lives. 
Two places that are available to the 
public are Family Planning and STD 
Clinic and Birthright.

Family Planning and STD Clinic is 
a place students can visit if they want to 
get tested to see if they are pregnant or 
find out if they have an STD. 

“We try to help people plan for 
their family. We educate them on all the 
forms of birth control, including the 
fertility awareness method, but we have 
all the forms of birth control available,” 
said Beverly Simmons, executive di-
rector at the Family Planning and STD 
Clinic.

Family Planning and STD Clinic is 
not Planned Parenthood. Simmons says 
Family Planning can be inside Planned 
Parenthood, but Planned Parenthood is 
not inside Quincy’s Family Planning.

 Planned Parenthood also does 
abortions, but Family Planning does 
not. Abortions are not available any-
where in Quincy because of religious 
beliefs.

“Family Planning is an actual grant 
from the federal government through 
what is called Title Ten, and through 

that grant, that is how we run this 
program,” Simmons said.  “One of the 
assurances is that none of the money 
that is used for this program is used to 
provide abortions,  so we do have to 
provide options counseling for anybody 
that is experiencing an unexpected 
pregnancy.”

Family Planning and STD Clinic 
does what is called a sliding fee scale. If 
patients make less than $11,000 a year, 
their fees are completely discounted. If 
patients make over $11,000 a year, they 
pay on the sliding fee scale according to 
their income and household size. 

“Nobody is turned away for their 
inability to pay. We want to provide our 
services to everyone,” Simmons said.

Family Planning and STD Clinic 
does not like to say whether it is pro-
life or pro-choice.

“Pro-prevention is the best be-
cause if we can prevent an unplanned 
pregnancy, we never have to get to that 
question. If we prevent STDs, there is a 
lot of heartache we can stop,” Simmons 
said.

Birthright is non-political, non-de-
nominational, always free, confidential 
and non-judgmental. 

“Birthright is pro-mother. We help 
women and girls facing unplanned 
pregnancies learn about all of their 
options regarding their pregnancy and 
then help mothers with whatever they 
need to find loving and life affirming 

alternatives to abortion,” 
said Birthright Director 
Joe Bordewick.

Birthright offers 
friendship. The workers 
will help customers make 
decisions that are poten-
tially too hard for them to 
make on their own. They 
will also offer an outsider’s 
perspective.

 “We believe that life 
is special and most women 
will choose life for their 
child if they have the sup-
port they need. We focus 
on helping the mother first 
and foremost,” Bordewick 
said.

Birthright does not 
engage in the debate about 
abortion, nor does Birth-
right try to take away a woman’s legal 
right to abortion.

 “Although we will not provide 
direct support for an abortion, we will 
not pass judgment on anyone and will 
still be here to support those women 
and girls however we can,” Bordewick 
said.

Birthright also offers free and 
confidential pregnancy testing, re-
ferrals to local support agencies and 
organizations, and material support for 
anything an expecting mother or her 
newborn child might need.

Family Planning’s and Birthright’s 
services are always available by calling 
or walking in.

For more information:
Family Planning and STD Clinic: 
636 Hampshire, Suite 201
Phone: 217-224-6877
familyplanningquincy.org

Birthright:
1200 Broadway in the lower level 

of Zanger Realty
Phone: 217-224-1277
birthrightquincyil.org
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Pregnant? Options for help available

Family Planning and STD Clinic offers services in 
Quincy. (Falcon Photo by Faith Schneider)

FAITH SCHNEIDER
STAFF WRITER

Dean enjoys peacefulness while working on doctorate

Working on her doctorate in 
counselor education and supervision 
at the University of Iowa prepared 
Asabi Dean well for settling into life 
at Quincy University.  

Dean completed her bachelor’s 
and masters’ degrees at Chicago State 
University on the south side of Chi-
cago, so moving to Quincy has been a 
change for her.

One thing about QU stood out 
to Dean when she first visited the 
school. 

“It was amazingly peaceful.  
Inside the building and out around 
the grounds was incredibly peaceful,” 
Dean said.

Dean will defend her dissertation 
in counselor education and super-
vision in November when she will 
officially earn her doctorate. 

At QU, Dean is teaching an 
undergraduate class in educational 
psychology as well as to two mas-
ters-level classes in the university’s 
counseling masters’ program. 

With her educational psychology 
class, Dean has had the opportuni-

ty to work at Washington School, 
a local Quincy public school.  This 
allows QU students to gain hands-on 
experience with elementary students 
in addition to their regular classroom 
instruction.

When Dean is not working on 
her doctoral dissertation or teaching, 
she has been enjoying all that the city 
of Quincy has to offer.

 “Women’s Bible study is life 
blood for me.  It is where I have 
already found a community here in 
Quincy,” Dean said. 

Dean is also an avid reader, 

which can be a welcome distraction 
from the university world.

“The first place I visited when 
coming to Quincy was the Quincy 
Public Library,” Dean said.  “Some-
times, I just like to read a novel that 
has nothing to do with academia. It’s 
dangerous because I haven’t finished 
my dissertation yet, but sometimes I 
just have to do it.” 

With the first semester well 
underway, Dean has found Quincy 
University to be a good place to be.

“I am looking to tuck my feet in 
here and find a home,” Dean said. 

ANNA OAKLEY
STAFF WRITER

WHO’S NEW ON CAMPUS



This fall, Professor Christine Tracy 
started her new job as the Director of 
the Student Success Center in Brenner 
Library. 

Since then, she has settled into her 
new home, where she is able to help 
students while also applying what she 
does in her job to her doctorate, which 
she hopes to obtain by next summer.

Her doctorate at Walden Uni-
versity focuses on how teachers work 
with students to learn with tools such 
as tutoring, instructional models, and 
strategies; how they work with at-risk 
students and probationary students; 
and, specifically, how they increase re-
tention and four year graduation rates. 

“My dissertation for my doctorate 
at Walden University is on student 
retention, and the irony of it is that’s 
everything I do here in the SSC,” Tracy 
said. “So, I think the university knew 
that that was what I was doing, and, 
when the job came open, they talked 
to me about taking it, and I ultimately 
said to myself ‘If I ever got out of teach-
ing, this would be what I wanted to do.’ 
It would be to be involved in student 
success and working with students in 
this capacity.”

Tracy likes her job, though she says 
she is constantly busy thus far, helping 
and connecting with students to ensure 
their success.

Tracy can relate on a personal level 
with the at-risk and struggling students 
she sees on a daily basis because, at one 
time, she was one of them.

“When I was in college, I was dis-
missed from the university for getting 
bad grades. It was my sophomore year. 
I didn’t know what I wanted to do. I 
had changed my major four times. 
I worked two jobs, and I was a first 
generation college student. I didn’t have 
anything, and I just didn’t have direc-
tion. So, after my first semester of my 
sophomore year, I was suspended from 
college after being on academic proba-
tion during my freshman year,” Tracy 
said. “Never failed a class or anything, I 
just didn’t have a high enough GPA. It 
was right below 2.0 for two semesters.”

She was let back into college 
through a retention program, however, 
on the condition that she met with a 

professor. 
“He did what I do now: help 

struggling students. I walked in, and he 
said ‘OK, here’s what’s going to happen: 
you need to find a major, and you’re 
going to come see me every week and 
get a 3.0, and if you don’t, you’ll have to 
move home, and you can’t come back’,” 
Tracy said. “I just randomly picked 
Public Relations out of a book because 
I thought it sounded good, but when I 
did that, he made me enroll in Public 
Speaking and Interpersonal Communi-
cation, which I had dropped before be-
cause I was petrified of public speaking. 
I had to take the classes, and I couldn’t 
drop them this time.” 

From that moment on, Tracy ex-
celled at college and raised her grades.

“I had to meet with him week-
ly, and I had to go to study hall and 
tutoring that semester. I ended up with 
a 3.5 GPA because I just had someone 
who made me do what I needed to do,” 
Tracy said. “I graduated, and I went 
straight into grad school, and then I 

started teaching. Students have poten-
tial. I was one of them. I get it. It went 
full circle.”

Already, Tracy and the rest of 
the SSC staff have completed several 
accomplishments, including Declare 
Your Major Week, Oct. 12-16, in which 
40-50 undeclared majors decided what 
they wanted to do and properly fill out 
paperwork to have it approved.

Another project that Tracy and 
the success coaches -- Jannah Zubaidi, 
Donna Holtmeyer and Nancy Geissler 
-- are working on is The Success Wall.

“The wall across from Jannah 
Zubaidi’s office is going to be covered 
by six wooden panels, and they are 
going to be chalkboard painted with 
colors that match the facility,” Tracy 
said. “There are going to be goals for 
the current and coming months, and 
every time you get a success such as 
being accepted to med school, getting 
an A on a test, getting a job, you went 
to class all month, you can go write it 
on the wall. I’m hoping it will be up by 

December.”
On top of the new things being 

added, the Student Success Center 
offers tutoring, supplemental instruc-
tion for specific classes, and the success 
coaches. 

The SSC staff works with students 
for advising or anything that will help 
them become successful in all aspects 
of the university. 

They also work closely with the 
professors to help students in their 
classes, so if a student isn’t performing 
well academically, Tracy and her staff 
will talk to that student and try to get 
them the help that they need.

“The great thing about the Success 
Center is that we have every resource 
you can imagine. If you need some-
thing and I don’t already have it, I’m 
going to go find it,” Tracy said. “I want 
students to feel like they can come 
down here for anything. If they’re 
scared or nervous about coming to the 
SSC, they shouldn’t be. We can help 
them.”
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Tracy hopes to help students with her experience

Christine Tracy talks with a student in her office in the Student Success Center.  This is Tracy’s first semester working as the 
director of the SSC.  She started working at Quincy University last year as a commuinications professor. (Falcon photo by Chris 
Chapell’e)

IAN HOWELL
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF



CLEP Testing is now available in 
the Student Success Center. It is a way 
for students to take an exam instead of 
a class, and, if they pass, they will be 
given credit for the class.

This process only works for gen-
eral education classes. CLEP offers 33 
exams in five subject areas: History 
and Social Sciences, Composition and 
Literature, Science and Mathematics, 
Business, and Foreign Languages.

Quincy University has always 
allowed for students to receive up to 30 
credit hours of CLEP Testing, but not 
until recently did it become a CLEP 
proctoring center. Now students can 

take the CLEP test on campus instead 
of taking it in another facility.

“Students would need to get on to 
the CLEP website (www.clep.college-
board.org) or come in and speak with 
me. Then we’d get them on the website, 
and they would pick the test, as long 
as we offer it,” Student Success Center 
Director Christine Tracy said. “They 
would arrange a time with me to come 
in and take the test on a computer 
in the exam rooms, and they’ll be 
monitored. Students can take the test, 
Monday-Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
as long as I have 90 minutes where I’ll 
be in the facility. All they need to do is 
schedule with me ahead of time.” 

Students have to get a certain score, 

and the score comes from the Amer-
ican Council on Education’s College 
Credit Recommendation Service. This 
score would be equivalent to a passing 
grade in the class that they were testing 
for.

If the student gets that specific 
score, they will automatically get those 
credit hours, and it will appear in their 
transcript as completed rather than a 
letter grade. CLEP Testing does not 
affect GPA at all.

As far as pricing is concerned, all 
of the tests except for English exams 
are $100, $80 for the test itself and $20 
for a proctoring fee. English exams cost 
$110, $100 for the usual charge plus 
$10 for the writing sample.

“I plan on taking a CLEP exam 
on Public Speaking, so I think CLEP 
is great because it helps students who 
need to focus on their majors get gen-
eral education courses out of the way,” 
junior Amy Kuhle said. “You get your 
credit hours, it doesn’t affect your GPA, 
and it costs a fraction of the class.”

There are several ways students can 
prepare for a CLEP exam. On the CLEP 
website, there are free sample questions 
that will be similar to ones asked on 
the exam the student is studying for. 
Online study guides for each exam are 
also sold for $10 on the site. Final-
ly, students can always schedule an 
appointment with a tutor in the SSC to 
help study for an upcoming CLEP test.
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How to use the tutor website
One of the main questions tutors 

at the Student Success Center are asked 
by students is how to register on the 
tutoring website, www.quincy.mywcon-
line.com, and set up appointments. It 
is actually not a painful experience and 
can be done in only a couple minutes.

If registering for the first time, all 
students have to do is put in some very 
basic information such as their names, 
class years, ID numbers, etc. Once that 
is finished, students are able to log in 
and make appointments with tutors.

Once logged in, the website will 
show the schedule for that day plus the 
schedules for the days to come. On the 
left, it will show the names of the tutors 
working that day. Since none of them 
tutor every subject, students need to 
narrow down the list by clicking the 
Limit To bar at the top of the page and 
click whatever subject they are seeking 
help in.

After that, the page will show the 
tutors’ names and, to the right, box-
es representing the times of the day 
they are available. If the box is red, 
that means a tutor is not available. 
White means they are available, and an 
appointment can be made. Blue means 
they already have an appointment 
scheduled, but, for most tutors, two ap-

pointments can be scheduled in a one 
hour period. This means students can 
schedule an appointment with them 
if there is only a single student in the 
time slot at that time. Finally, yellow is 
the color of the box when an appoint-
ment has successfully been made.  

After students have found a spot to 
make an appointment, they will click 
on the white or blue box to bring up 
the appointment page. Here, students 

are asked for the reason for tutoring, 
the course, the instructor, and what the 
student would like to work on during 
the appointment, and, after pressing 
‘Save Appointment’, an appointment 
has been made.

If it sounds intimidating and 
time-consuming, don’t worry. It isn’t. 
The process takes only a couple min-
utes if students haven’t registered, and 
even less if they have.

This doesn’t mean that students 
can’t come see a tutor if they haven’t 
made an appointment. They still can, 
but there may be an actual appoint-
ment taking place with the tutor that 
is needed, and they will not be able to 
help until they are finished helping the 
student with an appointment. To be 
sure of a tutoring appointment, though, 
students would find their best resource 
at www.quincy.mywconline.com . 

IAN HOWELL
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

CLEP tests allow students to earn credit, save money

Students studying in the Student Success Center. (Falcon photo by Chris Chapell’e)

IAN HOWELL
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF



Out of the all the teams at Quincy 
University, one that’s rarely heard of is 
the Quincy University Flight Team. 

Students who come to QU for an 
aviation degree can also be on the flight 
team to further improve their flight and 
safety skills. 

Seven Skyhawks recently competed 
in a competition at Lewis Universi-
ty where they faced Lewis, Southern 
Illinois, Purdue, Indiana State, and 
Parkland.

At these events, both ground 
and air competitions take place. The 
ground competitions include manual 
flight computer accuracy, simulated 
comprehensive aircraft navigation, 
aircraft preflight inspection, aircraft 
recognition, and ground trainer. The 
air competitions consist of short-field 

landing, power-off landing, navigation, 
message drop, and instrument flight 
rules simulated flight. 

Practicing is vital to the team.
“Regular students fly every day,” 

Head Coach Andy Dow said. “The 
team flies over the weekend to prepare 
for competition. The team consists of 
all students so they are all flying seven 
days a week.” 

The team flies the Cessna 172, 
while each of the other schools use 
their own makes and models of differ-
ent aircrafts. 

There are no requirements to be on 
the flight team. 

“We open it up to aviation and 
non-aviation students,” Dow said. “One 
has to be a pilot to do the flying events, 
but anyone can participate in the 

ground events.” 
If the team finishes in the top three 

in this year’s Regional Meet at Ohio 
State University on May 11, it will be 
invited to participate in the National 
Intercollegiate College Meet. 

For more information, visit www.
quskyhawks.com.
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Skyhawks take flight at QU

Control panel of plane (Falcon photo by 
Dominic Miles)

DOMINIC MILES
STAFF WRITER

Bettencourt gains experience at Herald-Whig

Quincy University senior Car-
ly Bettencourt has made the most 

of her op-
portunity 
to work at 
the Quin-
cy Her-
ald-Whig. 

Bet-
tencourt, 
a commu-
nication 
student 
and 
former 
women’s 
basketball 

player, knows how important con-
nections are in the workplace. 

“QU has prepared me for this 
job by allowing me to be in The 
Falcon, which helped me prepare 
to write for news-style articles,” 
Bettencourt said.  “It also helped 

me with connections 
to different employers.”

Bettencourt is also 
quick to give thanks 
back to QU.  

“I wouldn’t have 
been able to get this 
job without connec-
tions from Quincy,” 
Bettencourt said.  

Bettencourt is a 
sports writer at the 
Herald-Whig.  Being a 
former athlete allows 
Bettencourt to have a 
better understanding 
of the sports element 
of her job.  

“In the news-
room, I’m in charge 
of recording all game 
scores for that night or weekend,” 
Bettencourt said.  “I then write a 
roundup on the game recorded.”  

Bettencourt is also in charge 
of recording stats, and she has 

even written a story for the Whig’s 
Sports page as well.

“I have written one legit story 
for the Whig, which was a soccer 
game,” Bettencourt said.  

Bettencourt is supportive of 

students working at 
the Whig.

 “I would suggest 
this job to other QU 
students because it 
really shows you the 
ins and outs of the 
newsroom,” Bet-
tencourt said.  “For 
students looking 
to get into journal-
ism or writing, this 
would be the perfect 
place.” 

Bettencourt 
appreciates that she 
will have the work 
experience at the 
Herald-Whig as she 
looks to her future.  

“My experience 
with the Whig will help me down 
the road because now I have this 
to put on my résumé,” Bettencourt 
said.  “I’m very lucky to be able to 
have this in my arsenal.”

SCOTT BRUXVOORT
STAFF WRITER

Quincy Herald-Whig Headquarters  (Submitted Photo)

COMMUNICATION MAJOR



QU CULTURE GRID

Shelby HoinessLucie BoboRoza PanosDarek Lambert

Hometown

Major

Are you dressing 
up for hallloween this 

year?

McDonald’s has just 
rolled out it’s all-day 
breakfast menu. What 
could you eat any time?

Does having football 
games back at QU Stadium 
help increase student and      
community attendance?

What is your favorite 
scary movie to watch on a 

spooky fall day?

Do you have a 
favorite pumpkin
flavored treat?

St. Joseph, IL

Communications

No, I have to work.

Iced coffee. ‘Cause 
there’s never a wrong 

time for coffee.

I would think so. 
People like new, 
and students like 

being able to walk to 
games.

I don’t do scary 
movies.

Pumpkin cookies

Quincy, IL

Communications-
Public Relations

No, I’m 22. I’m old.

I love their fries.

Yes, having games at 
our stadium makes me 
feel like a true college 

student.

The Exorcism of Emily 
Rose

Pumpkin cookies

Jacksonville, IL

Accounting

No, because I have 
never celebrated 

Halloween. We don’t 
have Halloween in my 

home country.

I think I will eat eggs 
all day because I love 

them.

I think so. Even though 
I don’t know much 

about football, I think 
most people love it 

and will definitely go.

Chucky is my favorite 
scary movie.

No, I don’t. I have 
never actually had 

one.

Rochelle, IL

Political Science and 
History

Yes, but I’m still 
working on my 

costume.

French fries. They 
always just hit the 

spot.

Yes, it’s nice having 
it within walking 

distance.

I hate scary movies.

Pumpkin bars with 
cream cheese frosting.
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‘Sick’ by Tom Leveen is a young 
adult horror novel about the breakout 
of a disease that turns its victims into 
zombies.  

High school senior Brian Mur-
phy and his friend, Chad, are in their 
stagecraft class in the drama depart-
ment of their school when the principal 
announces on the PA that the school 
is going on lockdown.  Soon after, they 
hear screaming and people running 
outside of the auditorium.  Some of the 
students, as well as their teacher, decide 
to open the doors to the auditorium to 
see what’s going on outside.  They are 
shocked to see that many of the stu-
dents have turned into zombies and are 
attacking and even killing uninfected 

students.  Brian and his ragtag group of 
unlikely heroes have to work together 
to save the few survivors of 
the deadly outbreak.

“Sick” is told from 
Brian’s point of view, so its 
humor is often crude and 
over-the-top, and it presents 
a stereotypical portrayal of 
high school.  However, it’s 
still funny and offers genu-
ine laughs.  

Since it is about zom-
bies, “Sick” is graphic in its 
gore and violence.  How-
ever, as gross as the description of the 
zombies was, it’s hard to picture exactly 
what the zombies look like.  Also, the 
zombies run on their hands and feet 
and have hands that look like clubs, 
which is hard to visualize.  

Despite the gratuitous humor and 
gore, it manages to go beneath the sur-

face, at least in some as-
pects.  Through much of 
the book, Brian is worried 
about his sister, Kenzie, 
who is stuck somewhere 
on campus.  Brian doesn’t 
know if she is alive, dead, 
or has been transformed 
into one of the zombies.  
His relationship and care 
for Kenzie is touching, 
especially for readers who 
have good relationships 

with their siblings.
“Sick” also deals with grief as Brian 

loses the people in his group, either 
to death or the disease.  His character 
grows, and his narrow-mindedness 
dealing with stereotypes improves 

throughout the novel.
One of the biggest issues with 

“Sick” is that the readers never find 
out exactly how the disease originat-
ed, which leaves them frustrated. The 
readers never find out how widespread 
the disease is. Are only the people in 
Arizona affected, or everyone in the 
southwestern states, or the whole coun-
try, or world? 

“Sick” tackles the important issue 
of what defines human life and what 
life is worth saving.  The most powerful 
line of the novel is delivered at the end.

“Sick” is a good read for fans 
of zombies or ludicrous humor.  It’s 
action-packed and sure to gain readers’ 
attention.  Sick is also a great read for 
those who like a little more substance 
to their monster books.  It has a deeper 
layer for readers who are looking for it.   

Dead Man’s Bones is a band com-
prised of Ryan Gosling and his friend 
Zach Shields, who have a shared love 
for ghosts.  The band was started in 
2007, and its only album, “Dead Man’s 
Bones,” came out in 2009. 

Although the album is now six 
years old, it is still fresh and essential 
for the Halloween season.

The songs are all about ghosts, 
cemeteries, and monsters.  The album, 
as a whole, has a folk or indie rock vibe.  
It’s beautiful and completely unsettling 
at the same time.  Each of the 12 songs 
on the album feature the Silverlake 
Conservatory of Music Children’s 
Choir, which adds to the eeriness of the 
album, as children are often terrifying 
in horror books and movies.

One of the best tracks off the 
album is “My Body’s a Zombie for You.”  
It’s reminiscent of 50’s music with a 
sleepy, swaying feel.  It’s completely 
morbid for children to sing the line 
“My body’s a zombie for you” over and 
over again, but there’s something in-
credibly pleasing about it.  It’s probably 
appealing because it’s so haunting and 

gorgeous at the same time.
“In the Room Where You Sleep” is, 

perhaps, the most disturbing song on 
the album.  It was in “The Conjuring,” 
the 2013 movie about real-life demo-
nologists Lorraine and Ed Warren and 

the family 
they are 
trying to 
save from 
a malicious 
supernatural 
presence.  
Lyrics like “I 
saw some-
thing sitting 
on your bed/ 
I saw some-
thing touch-
ing your 
head/ In the 
room where 
you sleep” 
and “There’s 
something in 
the shad-
ows/ In the 
corner of 
your room” 
make the 
song terrify-

ing, especially when they are taken into 
consideration with “The Conjuring.”  
The song is more dance-y than any oth-
er on the album.  It gives off a 70’s vibe 
and may make listeners think of “Time 
of the Season” by the Zombies, which is 

also featured in “The Conjuring.”
“Lose Your Soul” is another great 

creepy song.  In the beginning, the 
listener can hear what sounds like wind 
howling, which sets the tone.  The 
piano sounds particularly dreary in the 
bridge of the song.  The fact that Gos-
ling and the children’s choir are singing 
about losing their souls is also just a 
little spooky.

Wolves howl in “Werewolf Heart,” 
a slow but very catchy song. In it, Gos-
ling and a girl from the choir trade off 
verses telling the story of a werewolf, 
his love, and their dangerous love affair.  
The song gets louder and more threat-
ening as it ends.  

“Dead Man’s Soul” is a weird al-
bum, but it’s weird in the best possible 
way.  Gosling’s soft, whispery croon, 
the dismal feel of the music, and ma-
cabre lyrics work together to create an 
unforgettable listening experience for 
fans of the strange and otherworldly.  
The album is perfect for this time of 
year, but it’s definitely something that 
should be listened to year round as one 
of the most creative and interesting 
works of art in alternative music.   
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“Crimson Peak” depicts the strug-
gles of aspiring author Edith Cushing, 
who after experiencing tragedy moves 
to her newlywed husband’s run-down 
family home, Allerdale Hall, also 
known as Crimson Peak. There she 
faces horrors, both supernatural and 
human, as she fights for her life against 
dark forces who wish to see her dead.

Veteran director Guillermo Del 
Toro, who also directed films such as 
Hellboy, Pan’s Labyrinth, and Pacific 
Rim, gives his take on a gothic romance 
and horror film in “Crimson Peak.” It 
shares several similarities with his other 
films such as great visuals, interesting 
characters, and dark subject matter.

“Crimson Peak” features Mia Wasi-
kowska (Alice in Wonderland), Tom 
Hiddleston (Thor), Jessica Chastain 
(Zero Dark Thirty), and Charlie Hun-
nam (Sons of Anarchy). The actors and 
actresses of the film give good perfor-
mances as the brave heroes and evil vil-

lains of the film. Jessica Chastain stood 
out in particular as Edith’s sister-in-law, 
Lucille. Her portrayal of the character 
was disturbing yet entertaining, if not 
occasionally over-the-top.

Just like Del Toro’s many oth-
er films, Crimson Peak focuses on 
striking, beautiful visuals that seem to 
dominate every scene. The colors are 
just so vivid that it makes every setting 

look fantastic. The environment during 
the climax comes to mind the most as a 
great use of juxtaposition of contrasting 
colors to have the environment really 
stand out.

The film was great visually but 
very flawed when it came to the plot. It 
started with promise but soon de-
volved into a predictable, cliché-ridden 
mess. It is sad when, less than halfway 

through the film, one can joking-
ly guess everything that is going to 
happen past that point and be correct 
on every guess. It was disappointing to 
see Del Toro being so unoriginal and 
just using every trope in the book to 
construct the film’s plot. 

Another flaw that the film had was 
that it just … wasn’t scary. One assumes 
that ghosts would be a big part of the 
film, and they are for a little awhile. 
They are then abruptly dropped from 
the plot as it focuses on other things. It 
was just irritating to come to the film 
expecting to be scared and not being 
remotely frightened.

Overall, “Crimson Peak” was a 
beautiful yet empty film. The visuals 
were gorgeous and breathtaking, and 
the actors gave decent performances. 

The plot, however, was very sur-
face-level and predictable, and it was 
difficult to care for the characters or be 
taken aback by anything that occurred 
when it was so obvious what would 
happen next.
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‘Babadook’ elicits terror with dark imagery

Though Netflix is mainly known 
for the amount of TV shows at one’s 
fingertips, sometimes it gets access to 
films that one would be hard-pressed to 
find anywhere else. One of these films 
is the Australian horror movie “The 
Babadook,” which only had a limited 
release in theaters in the U.S. 

In “The Babadook,” widowed 
mother Amelia and her troubled son 
Samuel are plagued by an evil entity 
named Mister Babadook. After they 
read a mysterious storybook, they are 
forced to fight Mister Babadook and 
each other as they battle the madness 
that the monster brings to their home.

“The Babadook” is a psycholog-
ical horror film that is terrifying yet 
surprisingly emotional. The film is the 
directorial debut of Jennifer Kent, an 
Australian actress and writer. For being 
her first time directing, she knocked it 
out of the park.

The mother and son, played by 

Essie Davis and Noah Wiseman re-
spectively, do a terrific job portraying a 
family troubled by a demonic presence. 
Their performances make it easy for the 
viewer to sympathize and eventually 
care for them and their wellbeing. Essie 
Davis, in particular, was outstanding as 
a mother at her wit’s end with her son’s 
erratic behavior and the dark force that 
plagues the family.

The film’s visuals are nothing out of 
the ordinary, but they are not supposed 
to be. What the film lacks in visual 
flair, is made up with fantastic use of 
darkness and exceptional camerawork. 
Their use of darkness and adequately 
cloaking Mister Babadook throughout 
the film gives the viewer a sense of 
dread and terror from when he is occa-
sionally revealed. The camerawork was 
also very unique in many ways. They 
would occasionally shoot from the first 
person view of Mister Babadook, so 
one is thrust directly in the action.

“The Babadook” was scary, but in 
a smart way. It seemed to utilize much 

more real terror 
than jump scares. 
And though it is not 
very violent, The 
Babadook is a film 
that one will think 
about for a while 
after they watch it 
and wince with fear 
due to the very dark 
imagery through-
out. In particular, 
the mysterious 
storybook that is 
integral to the plot 
is especially terrify-
ing and also would 
be a great gift for 
any young children in one’s life. They 
would love it.

No real criticisms come to mind 
about “The Babadook,” though if 
someone watches it with the hope that 
it will be bloody and gory and violent, 
they will be sorely mistaken. The film 
contains a quiet dread that is almost 

worse than any slasher film.
Ultimately, “The Babadook” was an 

excellent horror film with great acting, 
camerawork, horror elements and plot. 
It is something that will stick with the 
viewer for a while after watching it.

As the storybook says, “If it’s in a 
word or in a look, you can’t get rid of 
the Babadook.”

IAN HOWELL
STAFF WRITER

‘Crimson Peak’ is nothing out of the ordinary
IAN HOWELL

STAFF WRITER
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On Saturday, Oct. 17, Delta Tau Delta organized an 
event, Fill The Wagon, to raise money for the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation (JDRF).  It was held at 
18th and Chestnut as well as 18th and State from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

At these intersections, fraternity brothers stood in 
the street with five gallon buckets. The brothers collect-
ed change from cars as they drove by. A total of fifteen 
fraternity brothers showed up to volunteer their time. 

Delta Tau Delta started the event with a goal of 
raising $1,000 for JDRF. Within just an hour, $700 had 
been raised at 18th and Chestnut alone. Six hours later, 
the fraternity raised a whopping total of $4,483.53, far 
exceeding the goal. 

Darek Lambert, a sophomore at QU, is one of Delta 
Tau Delta’s fraternity brothers and was one of the lead 
organizers for the event. 

“We haven’t had an event like this annually, so 
we created this in hopes of doing it every year,” said 
Lambert.

Lambert was very pleased with the success of the 
event. He said a lot of work went into planning Fill the 
Wagon. Lambert and everyone involved in Delta Tau 
Delta are very thankful to those who helped with the 
event and everyone who supported the cause.

According to jdfr.org, JDFR is the leading organi-
zation funding Type 1 Diabetes research. Their organi-
zation is dedicated to creating a world without Type 1 
Diabetes. JDFR’s mission is to create, prevent and treat 
Type 1 Diabetes as well as its complications. 

JDFR’s website further explains Type 1 Diabetes is 
an autoimmune disease affecting adults and children. 
Your diet and lifestyle do not play a role in getting Type 
1 Diabetes. There is nothing you can do to prevent this 
disease. 

Delta Tau Delta plans to continue these events to 
increase awareness and help the cause. Every dollar 
raised for JDFR is put towards research. 

You can find more information about Type 1 Dia-
betes at www.jdfr.org
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Delta Tau Delta raises money for diabetes

Delta Tau Delta member Alex Bengel is pictured raising 
money on 18th and Chesnut. (Falcon photo by Bryce 
Moore)

BRYCE MOORE
STAFF WRITER

When Ola Osundairo graduated 
from Quincy University, he was unsure 
of the direction he wanted to take with 
his profession.  Osundairo was a mem-
ber of the Quincy University football 
program and graduated with a business 
management degree. 

 Recently, Osundairo was provided 
the opportunity to have a role on FOX 
with the hit television series “Empire.”  

“Empire” is about a hip-hop mogul 
that must choose between his three 
sons, who are battling for control over 
his multi-million dollar company, while 
his ex-wife schemes to get what’s hers.
Osundairo has an interesting role with 
the show. 

“I played a prison inmate,” Osun-
dairo said.  “I was handpicked by the 
director to play as Chris Rock’s body-
guard in prison.”  

While Osundairo had previous-
ly heard about the show, he had not 
watched the series much. 

 “I actually started watching the 

show when I was cast to be on it,” Os-
undairo said.  “Ever since then, I have 
been staying tuned in.”  

A casting agency gave Osundairo 

the connections he needed to have an 
opportunity to be on “Empire.”  Osun-
dairo gives his experience at Quincy 
University credit for helping him learn 

how to create connections. 
“My time at QU prepared me and 

taught me how to conduct myself and 
behave professionally around a large 
group of people,” Osundairo said.  “On 
set, you meet so many people that you 
have been watching on TV your whole 
life, and to actually hold a conversation 
with them is intimidating at first.”  

Osundairo’s personality and the 
social skills he learned at Quincy Uni-
versity allow him to be prepared when 
he is on set.  

“Your personality is very import-
ant when it comes to acting, and QU 
plays a huge role in who I am today,” 
Osundairo said. He has big goals for his 
acting career.  

“I want to be in Hollywood,” he 
said.  “This is just the beginning for 
me. I have been working hard to get on 
more shows and plan on doing some 
independent movies in the near future.” 

Osundairo has stayed grounded 
and humble throughout the experience. 

“By the grace of God, I plan on 
taking this acting career as far as I can,” 
he said.

SCOTT BRUXVOORT
STAFF EDITOR

Former student cast on FOX series ‘Empire’

Ola Osundairo (far right) is pictured here in his casting outfit during one of the pro-
ductions (Photo Courtesy of Ola Osundairo)

QU ALUMNI
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Quincy is home to many pizza 
places, from franchises like Pizza Hut 
to locally owned pizzerias like The 
Tower and Gem City.  

However, Quincy also has pizza 
places that even locals aren’t familiar 
with, so most likely QU students aren’t 
familiar with them either.  

POP’S
Address: 938 Maine, Quincy, IL 

62301
Hours: Monday-Thursday 11 a.m. 

to 10 p.m.; Friday–Saturday 11 a.m. to 
midnight; Sunday 11 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Pop’s is in downtown Quincy 
across from the Quincy Medical Clinic.  
The atmosphere isn’t anything spec-
tacular, but the inside of the building 
is beautiful, with old architecture and 
bright red walls and white ceiling. 

It serves pizza, pasta, salads, and 
subs.  There’s a lunch buffet every day 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., and a buffet on 
Monday and Thursday nights from 5 
to 9 p.m.  The lunch and dinner buffets 
both cost $7.50 per person. 

The buffet isn’t great simply be-
cause the pizza gets cold quickly, and 
then it’s just not that good.  However, 
the pizza is good if it’s ordered off the 
menu.  pop’s offers a variety of specialty 

pizzas such as chicken alfredo, spaghet-
ti, bacon cheeseburger, and chicken 
bacon ranch. 

I, however, stick to ordering my 
family favorite, ham and mushroom, 
when I go to Pop’s.

TALAYNA’S
Address: 615 Hampshire, Quincy, 

IL 62301
Hours: Tuesday-Wednesday 11 

a.m. to 2 p.m.; Thursday: 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m., 4-8 p.m.; Friday: 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m., 4-9 p.m.; Saturday: 4-9 p.m.; Sun-
day: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Talayna’s also is located downtown.  
The inside of the restaurant is gorgeous.  
It’s always dimly lit, and it is an old 
building. It also has lots of old architec-
ture. The inside seems warm, with the 
dark woodwork, dark furniture, and 
tan and maroon walls. 

Talayna’s also has a lunch buffet 
on Tuesday through Friday from 11 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  It has a dinner buffet 
on Tuesday through Thursday from 
5-8 p.m.  They serve pizza, pasta, and 
salad.  These items as well as desserts 
and items like fried chicken, mashed 
potatoes and gravy, and homemade 
chips are on the buffet.

I always order Fettuccine Al-
fredo with chicken or get it off the 
buffet when I go to Talayna’s.  It’s rich 
and creamy comfort food.  When it’s 
ordered off the menu, it’s served with a 
small salad, which is to die for because 
of the thick, creamy, shredded mozza-

rella cheese on the salad. 

RIZZO’S
Address: 340 S. 36th, Quincy, IL 

62305
Hours: Tuesday-Thursday: 11 a.m. 

to 9 p.m.; Friday-Saturday: 11 a.m. to 
10 p.m.; Sunday: 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

The atmosphere of Rizzo’s is 
non-existent.  Sitting in the dining 
room is like sitting in a school cafete-
ria. The owner tries, though. Recently, 
he has started to play a mix of oldies 
music and what seems to be some kind 
of jazzy, Rat Pack music.  On the plus 
side, there is a TV in every booth that 
customers can turn to whatever they 
wish.  

While the inside of the restaurant 
is less than pleasing, the food is the best 
here. Rizzo’s serves Sicilian style pizza, 
pasta dinners, salads, and sandwiches.  
A lot of people rave about Rizzo’s Taco 
Pizza, but my favorite is Rizzo’s Special.  
It has sausage, mushroom, pepperoni, 
ham, onion, and green peppers.  The 
mix of all the ingredients and the pizza 
sauce is kind of sweet, and it’s literally 
like an explosion of flavors.    

LEXIE BROEMMER
NEWS EDITOR

Hungry for a slice? Try these local places

Pop’s Pizza offers a variety of specialty pizzas and also has a buffet Monday 
through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Monday and Thursday from 5-9 p.m. 
(Submitted Photo)

Talayna’s has a lunch buffet Tuesday through Friday from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., along with a dinner buffet Tuesday through 
Thursday from 5-8 p.m. (Submitted Photo)



After meeting with Culver-Stockton 
College students, Quincy University’s 
Student Government Association plans 
to rewrite its constitution and host 
events with Culver.

Since student participation and 
representation has been lacking in the 
SGA, its president, Lauren Beeman, 
and the rest of its executive board are 
making plans to change its outdated 
constitution. 

On Oct. 6, the SGA board members 
traveled to Culver-Stockton College to 
meet with its executive board. 

“We wanted to see how their student 
government was set up and compare 
notes,” Vice President of Marketing and 
Events for SGA Maggie McKenna said. 

Beeman and her team decided that 
if they were going to get more students 
involved on campus, they were going to 
have to make some changes. 

For instance, Culver has a 
parliamentarian whose job is to oversee 
the senate, whereas QU’s senate is solely 
made up of club representatives or RSOs. 
Within the senate at Culver, committees 
are created to help with events, vote on 
important matters, and have their voices 
heard regarding student matters.  

“The meeting with Culver inspired 
us to give students who are not RSOs a 
say in student government. We want to 
rewrite the constitution,” Beeman said. 

SGA is currently working on dates 
for the rewrite and hopes to meet and 
continue the process this November. 

According to Beeman and 
McKenna, SGA is working on plans 
to join forces with Culver and host 
some events together. Through this 
partnership, they hope to plan a student 
job fair, a student music festival, and a 
powderpuff, which is commonly known 
as a flag-football game, where girls from 
opposing schools will take the field. 

Tickets are sold, and the money raised 
is usually donated to a charity.  

“This will be a great way to excite 
and involve students from both schools,” 
Beeman said. 

Planning events for students is 
really difficult. It requires a lot of work, 
dedication and student input. 

“If we rewrite the constitution and 
create committees, we will be able to 
plan more events and have more input 
from students,” McKenna said. 

SGA meets bi-weekly on Tuesdays 
in FRH 334 at 9:30 p.m. You can contact 
SGA anytime at sga@quincy.edu, or you 
can stop by its office in FRH 135. 
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Student government changing consitution
BRYCE MOORE

STAFF WRITER

At the beginning of the 2015-2016 
fiscal school year, the Office of Student 
Affairs changed its name to the Office 
of Student Engagement.  This came as a 
surprise for most of the upperclassmen 
and faculty. 

 “We, as a team, wanted our office 
name to closely and accurately reflect 
what and where our purpose and 
emphasis is for the students on campus,” 
Director of Student Life Jason Amezcua 
said. 

“Practically anything can represent 
student affairs such as academics, 
internships, and the list can go on 
forever.  The Student Engagement office 
focuses on the importance of creating an 
inclusive environment where students 
feel a connection to the university and 
truly consider Quincy University a 
home away from home,” Director of 
Residence Life Jason Amezcua said.

In addition to the name change, the 
office changed the names of some of its 
programming. For example, the mentor 
program formerly known as Impact 
Mentor is now called Connect Mentor. 

Also, RAP days, where prospective 
students have an opportunity to dive 
into the university life before the actual 
start of the fiscal school year, are now 
called Connect Days.  However, the 
changes in the names are quite minute 
compared to the changes in strategic 
planning and the work required of those 
working in the Office of Student Affairs.

“The Office of Student Engagement 
realizes the need for involvement that 
students require for them to develop a 
sense of community away from home. 
Thus, we found it necessary to make 
the adjustments applicable to better 
serve the students and implement the 
proper curriculum to do so as we move 
forward. If there are students, faculty, or 
staff that are confused about the name 
change, I encourage them to by stop the 
office and/or Dr. Tiffany Nolan’s office 
in Francis Hall for further clarification,” 
Amezcua said.

For further information on 
the Office of Student Engagement, 
programming, or changes to its mission 
statement, contact Vice President of 
Student Affairs Tiffany Nolan at 217-
228-5432 x3788.

JEVANTE FRANCIS
STAFF WRITER

Student Engagement: 
New name, new focus

QU’s Music Ministry enhances Sunday Mass at the chapel throughout the school 
year with various talents of voice and instrument. If you would like to offer your 
musical skills to the campus community, contact Fr. Derran Combs at combsde@
quincy.edu. Pictured are, front row: Damian Marley, Genesis Torrens, Ann 
Schuriemen, Bridget Bicek, Gino Grivetti; Second row: Mary Helen Otremiak, 
Courtney Gear, Katherine Rathgeber, Teresa Gorrell, Fr. Derran Combs.  Back 
row: TC Pierceall. (Submitted Photo)

OFFICE OF STUDENT AFFAIRS MUSIC MINISTRY



The football side of QU Stadium, 
also known as The Rock, was renovated 
this past year.

It was a $4 million investment by 
Los Angeles-based Public Facilities 
Investment Corporation that allowed 
for a new field, a new scoreboard and 
a more modern look that have excited 
both QU football coach Tom Pajic and 
athletic director Marty Bell.

“We’ve had three home games with 
over 3,000 people, and we had about 
4,000 people total in all of five games 
last year, so the support by our commu-
nity has been fantastic,” Pajic said.

“There has been a lot of talk in 
town and on campus on what a great 
facility it is and how much people look 
forward to going to games out there,” 
Bell said. “The atmosphere is like a big 
college athletics.”

Many impressed fans have had 
nothing but great things to say about 

the stadium, but some of them have 
had one issue. They are concerned that 
the rocks along the sidelines are too 
close to the field. 

Each team stands on a concrete 
slab during the games that is about five 
yards from their sideline. Large rocks 
then ring the field, from the 30-yard 

line to the end 
zone, about five 
yards from each 
sideline. Rocks 
and shrubs are a 
few feet behind 
the back of the 
end zone along 
the retaining 
wall. The rocks 
appear to have 
the potential to 
cause injuries to 
any athlete on the 
field. 

No serious 
injuries have 
happened in the 

first four home games, but one player 
from Lincoln landed in the rocks in the 
opening moments of the first game and 
had to be helped from the field. He did 
return later in the game.

Owen Schoenenberger, a soph-
omore tight end who is third on the 

team with 14 receptions, had concerns.
“I’m not that fond of it because it 

puts a lot of pressure on me,” he said. 
“I run routes and have to catch the ball 
sometimes going out of bounds. I can 
get hit and fly into those, and there I 
see it as an opportunity for injury that 
wasn’t needed.”  

Pajic expressed no concerns with 
the rocks. Bell said the rocks are used 
to create a natural barrier. 

“The field was done with safety 
specification and guidelines in mind, 
and it is within safety limits. It is just a 
matter of what you put on the outside 
(of the playing field), and there were 
lots of different options, from concrete 
to chain link fence,” Bell said. “We 
wanted to create a natural barrier to 
keep people off the field.” 

The Hawks’ last home game is 
against Truman State at 11 a.m. Satur-
day, Oct. 31. QU’s record is 2-5 after a 
73-28 loss to Ohio Dominican on Oct. 
24.
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Lady Hawks banking on leadership
The Quincy University women’s 

basketball team opens exhibition play 
on Nov. 8 against Missouri State Uni-
versity and Nov. 9 against the Universi-
ty of Missouri.

These games are good preparation 
for the Lady Hawks before starting reg-
ular season games. QU’s regular season 
schedule starts when it hosts the Great 
Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic Confer-
ence and Great Lakes Valley Confer-
ence crossover event on Nov. 14.

The Lady Hawks recently wrapped 
up their preseason and are into full 
swing of official practice. 

“We all worked really hard and got 
into very good shape. I also believe this 
has been the best preseason out of my 
four years I’ve been here,” senior guard 
Maggie Cunningham said.

QU added six new players to the 
roster. Four are true freshman and the 
other two are junior transfers.

“We have a group of newcomers 

who have added 
different dimensions 
and depth to our 
team,” head coach 
Jeni Garber said.

Along with the 
new players, Garber 
says there is one 
more factor that 
the Hawks need to 
be successful -- the 
leadership abilities 
that the veterans on 
the team have accu-
mulated during their 
time here at Quincy 
University.

“We have players 
back who have a lot 
of experience and 
know the program 
and system well. All 
of them were big for 
us last year, so I am expecting bigger 
things this year,” Garber said.

Last year’s 16-12 team was plagued 
by injuries, but now they have the 

experience of handling adversity and 
anything that may come their way.

“We are an experienced team and 
that will help us throughout the season, 
but last year taught us how to never 

give up no matter the circumstances. 
Adversity is something every team 
faces, except now we are prepared and 
ready to respond to it,” Cunningham 
said.

GRANT MEYER
STAFF WRITER

Does ‘The Rock’ have too many rocks to be safe?
BRAYDEN NUESSEN

STAFF WRITER

The Quincy University women’s basketball team goes through drills at a recent practice. (Falcon Photo 
by Chris Chapell’e)

The renovated turf field at QU Stadium is ringed by large tocks 
on the sidelines and endzones. (Falcon Photo by Chris Chapell’e) 

QU WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

QU FOOTBALL



Summer is a time for many students to unwind, 
hang out with friends and enjoy the weather. Some 
may get a summer job, but usually it’s a job that they 
don’t like.

How many students can actually say that they 
had a summer job that they really enjoyed, they met 
famous people, was paid a good wage while also get-
ting free stuff? Not a lot.

Patrick Kuhle, a senior on the men’s tennis team, 
worked with Wilson Sporting Goods, one of the na-
tion’s top sporting equipment manufacturers based in 
Chicago. He heard of the opportunity from his aunt, a 
retired tennis coach at Western Michigan University. 
The program is called Wilson/ITA National Promoter 
of the Year award, which recognizes two student-ath-
letes who advance the game of tennis by devoting 
consistent time and effort to promotional activities 
and by supporting and bringing awareness to their 
school program and to college tennis in general. 

“I had no expectations of getting the award. 
When you look at the previous years, the awards giv-
en from this program were all won from guys at the 
top Division 1 schools like Notre Dame or Oklaho-
ma,” Kuhle said. 

The finalists received phone interviews from the 
Intercollegiate Tennis Association and the Wilson 
Sporting Goods Company.

“Then I received a third call congratulating me, 
telling me that I got it,” Kuhle said. 

Kuhle and another student from the University of 
Oregon were headed to Chicago to work at Wilson’s 
headquarters. 

Kuhle got to see all of the exclusive technolo-
gy, equipment and sportswear for other sports that 
Wilson offered. He worked in the corporate office 
in Chicago from the start of June to the middle of 
August. Kuhle and other interns were allowed to test 

Wilson products. 
“Living in downtown Chicago was definitely hec-

tic, but I would say living in New York was way more 
crowded. I literally walked everywhere or tried to take 
the train but that was just as crowded,” Kuhle said. 

Kuhle worked at multiple tennis tournaments 
while representing Wilson. In late August, he worked 
at the Western and Southern Open in Cincinnati, 

Ohio, and in September, he worked at the U.S. Open 
in New York City. Kuhle saw what it took to make one 
of tennis’ four major tournaments function and run 
smoothly. 

He spent the majority of the time in the stringing 
room, where people are specifically hired to string 
rackets and make sure they’re functional for the ath-
letes using them. Wilson was the official stringer for 
the U.S. Open, so Kuhle saw people string rackets all 
day, usually about 40 per person.

“The stringing room was definitely intense. There 
were about 16 people stringing about 35 to 40 rackets 
a day for athletes like Roger Federer and Serena 
Williams,” Kuhle said. “I even saw Leonardo DiCap-
rio. He walked in the stringing room wearing black 
designer sunglasses and a hat trying to be low key. 
He was very interested in seeing how rackets were 
strung.”

Kuhle’s experience at the U.S. Open was definitely 
one to remember.

“It was a hell of a time,” he said. “I’ve never seen 
any of these guys play live, like Federer and Williams, 
so getting the chance to actually witness that was a 
blessing and exciting to see. Watching any athlete 
compete at that professional level will make anyone 
want to work hard at their sport.”

Kuhle finished the fall preseason with a record in 
singles of 4 -1 and 5-0 in doubles 5-0. Having to jump 
right into tennis mode after his internship was kind 
of exhausting, but he enjoys tennis and the transition 
coming back to school didn’t bother him. 

QU coach Brian Holzgrafe met with Kuhle at the 
U.S. Open in New York and got to really know him.

“Patrick is a great role model and captain. He 
possess all the characteristics a student-athlete should 
have and more. He honestly makes my job a lot eas-
ier,” Holzgrafe said. “When you and your captain of 
the team can share the same vision, it makes every-
thing run smoothly and everyone is buying into the 
system.” 

The Quincy University women’s 
soccer team has won some very tough 
games this year, including victories 
over previously defeated Bellarmine 
and defending national champions 
Grand Valley State.

The Lady Hawks, 10-2-3 overall 
and 7-2-3 in the Great Lakes Valley 
Conference, have won five straight and 
are in third place in the GLVC. 

What are the keys for the Lady 
Hawks to continue their run into the 
postseason? Coach Dave Musso said he 
wants to see the team finish the regular 
season strong by playing their best 
soccer and building confidence.

“We need to keep growing as a 
group to keep discovering new levels,” 
Musso said. “We are led by an amazing 
group of seniors who have loads of 
experience in the postseason. Finding 
ways to come together and win games 
to advance is the key. We will look to 

jump on these seniors’ backs and go 
along for the ride with them as we play 
for them.”

QU,ranked No. 16 in the NCAA 
Division II poll, has won its last four 
games by shutout. Goalkeeper Megan 
Swanson has recorded nine shutouts in 
14 starts.

Musso calls this team a special 
group having a great year. 

“This team found an identity in 
the off-season, added some pieces, and 
everyone bought into the big picture,” 

he said. “We earned some key results 
so far, and we also let a few games get 
away. That is the grind of the GLVC, 
though. Nothing is ever easy in this 
league.”

The Lady Hawks continued to 
push towards excellence by knocking 
off McKendree on Friday, and topping 
Illinois-Springfield 3-0 on Senior Day. 

The Lady Hawks’ final game is 
against Truman State, which is in 
second place in the GLVC, at 2:30 p.m. 
Wednesday in Kirksville, Mo.
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Lady Hawks develop postseason mindset
JUSTIN BLECHLE

STAFF WRITER

QU WOMEN’S SOCCER

GODSON ENEOGWE
STAFF WRITER

QU TENNIS

Kuhle enjoys once-in-a-lifetime internship

Patrick Kuhle worked in the stringing room at the U.S. 
Open in September in New York. (Submitted Photo)
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