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One in a million.
That’s how Assistant Athletic Director
Michael Davis described the events that
led to the sprinkler leak that flooded the
Health and Fitness Center’s three-court
area. Access to the three-court area has
been restricted while the courts are being
dried.
The problem began on Jan. 14 when
students were playing soccer in the threecourt area. An errant ball slipped underneath the track and hit a sprinkler head,
causing water to burst out and flood the
courts.
The courts were dried with large fans
in hopes that the floors wouldn’t have to

be replaced.
In the meantime, athletic teams are
adjusting.
“It has definitely made scheduling
very challenging because this is literally
our busiest time of year because every
sport on campus uses the three-court area
or Pepsi Arena on some level,” said Davis,
who is in charge of the facilities.
Davis said that the men’s volleyball
team and men’s and women’s basketball
teams have had to schedule around each
other’s practices and games while they are
in season.
In addition, teams that aren’t in
season rely on the three-court area for
practice, such as the men’s and women’s
soccer teams.
“Usually we are using the three-court

area for drills and practices this time of
year when it is too cold for us to be practicing outside, but we haven’t been able to
this year,” sophomore soccer player Katie
Heiligenstein said.
Athletic teams aren’t the only ones
working around the court issues. Davis
also said community events that normally
use the three-court area have been shuffled around, too.
However, Davis said the drying process went well. The courts are now open
for use by all students.
The complete replacement of the
two hardwood courts will begin March
28, and the courts will be shut down for
approximately one month to allow for the
completion of that work.
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Get involved with Student Engagement
Men’s Encouragement Week:
February 15-19

SPRING BREAK
March 5-13

Tuesday – Service Project 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
various sites in Quincy

Women’s Empowerment Week:

March 14-19
Monday – Panel Discussion
6 p.m. in Friars 204

Thursday – Courageous Conversations
noon in the Private Dining Room

Tuesday – Sister Circle Luncheon
noon in the Private Dining Room

Friday – Wrap Up noon
in the Private Dining Room

Wednesday – Service Project
1-4 p.m.

Diverse Verses
Tuesday, Feb. 23
7:30 p.m. in the Hawks’ Nest

Thursday – Courageous Conversations
noon in the Private Dining Room

Found Footage
Friday, February 26
8:30 p.m.
in the Hawks’ Nest

Friday – One Woman Show
7 p.m. in MacHugh Theater
Saturday – Retreat
9 a.m.-3 p.m. in Friars 204

For more information please contact the Office of Student Engagement at (217) 228-5320

theFalcon
The Falcon staff is always looking for
more writers and photographers. For more
information, email qufalcon@gmail.com
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OBSCENITY AND VULGARITY ON CAMPUS

Is cursing socially acceptable at QU?
BRYCE MOORE
NEWS EDITOR

Quincy University is a small,
diverse campus. It is common to
hear someone drop a four-letter
word in a conversation.
Opinions at QU may vary on
the subject, but psychologists from
the Association for Psychological
Sciences say swearing can serve
many different functions, like humor and stress management.
A study done by the Association for Psychological Sciences
suggests that swearing has a cathartic effect, which many people
may have personally experienced
in frustration or in response to
pain. For example, for a lot of
people, stubbing a toe or getting
cut off in traffic could solicit the
F-word.
Barbara Schleppenbach, associate professor of communication,
believes speakers today face a new
set of challenges in the changing
cultural climate. When they communicate, they have to think about
the audience, message, and the image they are presenting. Vulgarity
may not be able to express strong
emotion and conviction any more
because cussing has become the
norm.
“In a noisy world, we all want to be
heard, especially when our emotions
run high,” Schleppenbach said.
QU is a Franciscan institution,
and Schleppenbach believes everyone

who is a part of the Quincy University
community should try to choose words
carefully.
Father John Doctor, vice president
of mission and ministry, also believes
vulgarity has become a norm in our
culture because it’s all over the media.

He says society has become pretty
relaxed when it comes to the prevalence
of vulgarity.
“I’m offended by vulgarity being
every other word … We should uphold
ourselves and each other … Language
should reflect that,” Doctor said.

However, Doctor doesn’t believe
QU’s campus has become overrun
with obscenity and vulgarity. He’s
aware of its presence behind closed
doors and can understand its necessity in some situations. He believes
it’s better to express strong feelings
through a few curse words than to
physically or verbally abuse someone.
He says it’s natural while we are
growing up to test the boundaries
and be curious about bad language.
As students become adults, they need
to realize what is appropriate, if they
want to be taken seriously.
“I’ll admit if I was studying a foreign language, I’d be curious to find
out what the dirty words were first,”
Doctor said.
Maggie McKenna, a junior interpreting major, grew up in a house
where a four-letter word resulted in
a mouth full of soap. She remembers
getting detention for calling a girl an
a—h— on the playground. McKenna
says she only vocalized the abbreviation and she still got in trouble.
“I do believe cursing can be a
right of passage as a child becomes a
teenager, but I think it’s kind of a silly
one,” she said.
McKenna has a son at home, and
she knows it shouldn’t be every word
he hears. It probably wouldn’t be very
cute if her 2-year-old started dropping
the F-word wherever he went.
“Cursing may empower people,
but because of how I was raised, I know
when to let my freedom of speech come
through,” McKenna said.

Board of Trustees adds two members
Quincy University has added two members to its
Board of Trustees: C. David Nuessen and 1996 Quincy University alumna Theresa Spear, both of Quincy.
Nuessen is the co-founder of Quincy Metal Fabricators—a family-owned business founded in 1982.
A Quincy native, Nuessen has served on the boards of
Chaddock, Madonna House, Blessing Hospital, and
Blessing-Riemann College of Nursing. He is a past
member of the Adams County Board and past president of the Quincy Board of Education. He served
as mayor of Quincy from 1977 to 1985. Nuessen is a
graduate of Quincy Notre Dame and attended both

Quincy College and Rockhurst College. Nuessen has
four children.
Spear is the funeral director of Hansen-Spear
Funeral Home along with her husband, Jeff. The
Spears are the co-chairpersons for the 2015-16 QU
Fund and have been lifelong supporters of Quincy
University. They also are representatives of the Jeff &
Theresa Spear Scholarship, which was established in
2002 and is awarded annually to a student pursuing
art education. Theresa graduated from Quincy Notre
Dame High School and Worsham College of Mortuary Science. She earned a B.A. in studio art from

Quincy University in 1996. The Spears have two sons:
William and Nicholas.
“We are honored and privileged to have David
and Theresa as the newest trustees of Quincy University,” Dr. Robert Gervasi, QU President, said. “They
are two of our city’s most respected community leaders and will certainly bring a wealth of experience,
knowledge and leadership to our Board of Trustees.”
With the additions of Nuessen and Spear, Quincy
University’s Board of Trustees now has 24 men and
women from across the country including nineteen
Quincy University alumni.
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PHYSICS LAB RENOVATION

Science center keeps changing
LEXIE BROEMMER
NEWS EDITOR

Because of Quincy University’s
Forever Forward campaign, its students
now have access to a newly renovated
physics lab.
The William Randolph Hearst
Foundation, a national philanthropic
resource for organizations and institutions who work in the fields of education, health, culture, and social service,
donated $50,000 to QU in early 2015
for the Center for Science renovation.
The donation was used to renovate the
lab. The project was completed in December 2015, and this semester is the
first time students have used it.
Physics professor David Kirchhofer used this lab when he first started
teaching at QU in 1987. He had the lab
for almost 20 years until the Music Department was moved to North Campus
from Main Campus, and it was taken
for the department.
He says the renovations to the
physics lab are beneficial and believes
the new lab is much better than his
previous one.
“It’s really nice to have a bigger
space,” Kirchofer said. “In the other
room, pretty much you could set up
one lab and there were large lab groups,
which isn’t really very good. Sometimes I had four or five people together
at a table, and so some of them probably don’t get very much out of a lab
because they’re just kind of watching
everybody else.
“Here I can set up two experiments
at a time, which is what I’m doing now,
and then I can use three tables for each
experiment, so I can keep the number
of people it’s going to be (per experiment at) either two or three, so it’s a lot
better, I think, for the students.”
Cortni Hicks, who will graduate in
May with a bachelor’s degree in chemistry and a minor in biology, also thinks
the renovations to the lab are helpful.
“Last semester, the physics lab was
crammed into a small room on the
second floor. Although the new lab is
not ideal for location since it is in the
basement away from the other science
labs, it does offer a lot more space,”
Hicks said.
In addition to the physics lab,

The William Randolph Hurst Foundation recently donated $50,000 pay for renovations to the physics lab on North Campus.
(Falcon Photo by Lexie Broemmer)

the biology and chemistry labs were
renovated in the summers of 2014 and
2015, respectively. The money donated
for the biology and chemistry labs, a
$2,000,000 gift from an anonymous
donor, jumpstarted the upgrades at the
Center for Science. It was the single
largest donation in QU’s history.
In some of the labs, the faculty now
has access to Smartboard technology.
Hicks said the labs are barely recognizable with their new lab benches, storage
cabinets, and updated equipment, such
as fume hoods, which make the chemistry labs a safer environment when
students are working with hazardous
chemicals. Hicks believes all of the
remodeling will give students a better
learning experience.
Hicks said the remodeled main entrance to the Center for Science, which
now includes a study lounge and a
Chartwells center, is beneficial because
it is much more welcoming.
“Students who have a majority of
their classes at North Campus or are
commuters with gaps in their classes
love having the easy access to food,” she
said.
“Since I basically live at North
Campus, I usually do not have time

in between my classes to stop at the
Hawk’s Hangout to grab a bite to eat,
and I have classes through the lunch
mealtime at the cafe. I love being able
to just go downstairs and grab a quick
lunch at Chartwells.”
Kirchhofer thinks the renovations
to the Center for Science not only benefit current QU students, but that they
also could attract prospective students
to the school.
“I’m not sure that if a student is
a prospective student, and they come
here for a visit you’re necessarily going
to take them to the physics lab. If
somebody comes here and they are interested in pre-engineering and they’re
talking to me, I’d probably bring them
in and show it to them,” he said. “But
the new lab, certainly for upstairs, for
biology and chemistry, I think that’s
very big to be able to show a much
more modern lab. I think that might
help bring a student here.”
The Natural Science program at
QU is growing steadily. In fact, the
school saw a 25 percent increase in
graduates from 2014 to 2015 in the
program.
Hicks believes the renovations to
North Campus will help QU continue

to attract students.
“Since there are a growing number
of students interested in science, renovations were much needed at North
Campus. The improvements in technology and modern looking laboratories will make Quincy University more
appealing in the eyes of prospective
students,” she said.
QU also has received a $200,000
donation from a local foundation. It
will be used to renovate an anatomy
and physiology lab. Also, it is expected
that the classrooms on the main floor
of the Center for Science will be renovated over the summer of 2016. More
renovations will be completed as funds
are received.
The renovations to the physics lab
and the rest of the Center for Science
are a part of QU’s Forever Forward
fundraising campaign. It is the school’s
first comprehensive campaign, meaning
it will address several projects, including renovations and upgrades to the
Student Union, QU Stadium, the Center
for Science, Brenner Library, the Music
and Communication Departments, the
Chapel, and endowment. The campaign’s goal is to raise $25 million. To
date, it has raised $16.1 million.
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SPIRIT WEEK

Fireflies got talent
BRYCE MOORE
NEWS EDITOR

Juggling, balancing, flameless batons and a Disney tribute are the definition of a Friday well spent.
Whip cracking, pelvis thrusts and straitjackets make
up a routine guaranteed to capture the collegiate
audience.
Rob Williams and Casey Martin perform as the
Kamikaze Fireflies for audiences all over the world.
Their show is a mixture of comedy and circus. The
team even performed on America’s Got Talent in
2014. This event on February 5 was one of many celebrated by students during this year’s Spirit Week.
Williams and Martin began the show dressed up
as a Tyrannosaurus Rex and a hot dog. Some of the
students seemed perplexed by this, but that didn’t
stop the performers from chasing each other around
the dining hall throwing popcorn at the crowd.
Students didn’t hesitate grabbing the fresh snack for
themselves.
“If you don’t like the show, you can punch us
...We do the tricks, and you guys applaud,” Williams
said.
The laughter of the crowd was a pretty good indication the show was off to a good start. The Kamikaze
Fireflies had the crowd laughing the entire time. No
topic was off limits - not the upcoming election, the
Ebola virus, the measles vaccine or homeschoolers.
“I had no idea what this was, but this is one of
the funniest things I’ve ever seen,” Faith Schneider, a
senior communication student, said.
Williams and Martin were not afraid of making
mistakes. There were a few times the tricks didn’t go
quite as planned, like when they were trying to juggle
knives. The knives were dropped a few times, but
Williams and Martin assured the students that there
was no danger.
The team quickly recovered from the mistakes,
managing to crack a few jokes while they were at it.
The team even took a jab at Donald Trump.
Martin performed a trick using a German wheel,
which is a large wheel the performer must roll around
in while staying balanced. She was even able to
balance three tiers of glass cups while rolling around
inside of it.
Sara Phillips, a financial loan coordinator at QU
and an alumna, brought her younger sister to the
show for Future Hawks Weekend. Phillips wanted
to show off the campus to her sister and thought the
event would be fun for her.
“I thought it was funny and a little weird, but
that’s what made it so cool,” Phillips said.
Williams made a sandwich during the show,

Rob WIlliams of the Kamikaze Fireflies balances on stacked chairs as part of his act that was presented to QU
students as a part of Spirit Week. (Falcon Photo by Bryce Moore)

using only his feet, and a brave volunteer from the
audience even ate it.
“Side note … I would never eat a sandwich made
by his feet,” Phillips said.
The Kamikaze Fireflies ended their show with
a tribute to Disney. The batons they used lit up and

displayed characters from various popular Disney
films, resulting in a standing ovation from the student
crowd.
If you’re ever in doubt and don’t know how to
get through to a group of college kids, just play some
Disney. They’ll lose their minds every single time.
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THE ODYSSEY

Student writers for online platform sought
IAN HOWELL

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The Odyssey Online is looking for
Quincy University students to create
content for its media site.
The Odyssey is a social platform
that allows college students and other
young writers to contribute and share
their thoughts and ideas.
Students can apply as a writer,
social media director, photographer,
contributing editor or a multimedia
coordinator. They will be paid by The
Odyssey depending on the amount
of shares their content receives from
social media sites such as Facebook,
Twitter, Reddit and Tumblr.
What students write is entirely up
to them as long as they publish an entry
at least once a week.
The Odyssey only recently came to
QU, but it already has 20 writers.

Alex Begnel, a freshman and a
Human Services and Psychology major,
currently writes for The Odyssey and
is the Editor-in-Chief. He believes The
Odyssey is a good place for students
to speak their minds and hone their
writing skills.
“I think of this as a good outlet for
crazy busy college students to reflect and
put their thoughts and any insight they
may have out there into the world. So
that’s just what they will be doing,” Begnel said. “They’ll be sharing their words
of wisdom with everyone else, not just at
Quincy but around the world.”
Assistant Professor of Communication and Odyssey supporter Nora
Baldner is excited about The Odyssey’s
presence on campus.
“Whenever students take the
initiative and find something they want
to do and make it happen, it’s always

impressive. Beyond that, I’ve also been
impressed with the number of students
that want to do this, and the type of
students who are interested in doing
this,” Baldner said. “Obviously, the
Communication Department has four
platforms for student news. Journalism
is not about opinion, so for students
who want to write their opinion, this is
a place where they can do that.”
Begnel encourages students to
write for The Odyssey and make their
words matter.
“Everyone has their own opinion.
Everyone has a voice. The Odyssey is
an incredibly great market for college
students to speak their mind and have
their opinions and words of wisdom
shared with the world,” Begnel said.
“You don’t necessarily have to be a
great writer to write for The Odyssey.
You may tell yourself you are horrible

The Odyssey Online Logo

at writing. Some of you may actually
be horrible. But, I encourage you to
explore your creativity. Take a chance.”
For more information on how to
join The Odyssey, contact Alex Begnel
at alex.begs@yahoo.com or Nora Baldner at schnano@quincy.edu.

Q&A WITH BOB MEJER

Art professor has been here for nearly 50 years
BRAYDEN NUESSEN
STAFF WRITER

Bob Mejer, a distinguished professor of art, has served as a faculty
member at Quincy University for 48
years. The school has been through
many changes during Mejer’s time. He
loves the community and the students
at QU. He couldn’t imagine working
anywhere else.
Where did you go to college before coming to Quincy University?
My undergraduate work was at Ball
State University in Muncie, Ind. One
of my classmates was Garfield the cat,
and his real name was Jim Davis. I did
get to know him. Another classmate of
mine was a young freshman named David Letterman. Then I went to Miami
of Ohio where I got my M.F.A (Masters
in Fine Arts). Soon after that, I came to
Quincy.
How long have you been at Quincy University?
I started at Quincy College in 1968,
so I have been here for 48 years.
What was Quincy College like
when you started teaching here?
It was a time when we had the larg-

est group of friars
teaching here, and
what made it interesting was the late
60s and early 70s.
It was an exciting
time. Everybody
was concerned
about the Vietnam
War. It even got to
the point where we
had rallies out on
the campus against
the war. Students
were excited to
have an education
and learn. Most
Bob Mejer (Falcon photo by Brayden Nuessen
of them were first
generation students. I was the
second full-time faculty member in the
first person in my family to graduate
department. I helped Tom develop the
with a college degree.
printmaking program here. I developed
What was the Art Department
and founded commercial art, which
like when you started here?
eventually became the graphic design
It was a one-man department.
program. I also founded the Gray GalFather Tom Brown founded the Art
lery in Brenner Library.
Department. It was in one room across
During the 1980s, Quincy College
the hallway on the fourth floor where
had some financial issues. What was
the computer lab is now. It was a small
the result of this situation and was the
scale department, so I became the
Art Department affected?

A: We had our financial
crisis, and there was one point
where we suffered. We had
to take tenure away from the
entire faculty, fire around 35
faculty members and then
reinstate tenure. That was a
tough time, but the Art Department was not affected.
After you had been here
for over 20 or 30 years, did
you notice any difference in
the culture or mindset of the
students?
I still try to keep them on
task, but the students’ attitudes
are different. Social media has
changed the students’ attitudes a lot. They live by the
phone in terms of interaction
with real people, real situations and
face-to-face conversations, which I
miss that with the older students.
How long do you plan to teach?
It depends on how long I live. I
love the students, I love teaching, and I
love being an artist. I had bigger offers
from bigger universities, but I turned
them down. I love this community.
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FRATERNITY CONFERENCE

Delta Tau Delta
seeks to ignite
campus change
LAUREN BEEMAN
STAFF WRITER

Representatives from the Iota
Delta chapter of Delta Tau Delta at
Quincy University recently attended a
conference where they learned how to
improve the school’s chapter.
The conference took place on the
weekend of Jan. 28-31 in Muncie, Ind.
It included around 40 Delta Tau Delta
chapters from the national fraternity’s
northern division.
The five members from QU were
Darek Lambert, Joshua Del Rosario,
Michael Lesko, Eric Davidson and Alex
Begnel, who currently serve on the
Delt’s executive team. They attended
the conference in an attempt to gain
skills that would improve their chapter
on Quincy’s campus and as a whole.
“The Delt conference made me
look at the fraternity in a completely
different light. It showed me the true
meaning of brotherhood and just how
powerful it can be connecting with
individuals from different chapters,”
Begnel said.
The weekend included a series
of meetings, speakers and breakout
sessions for all in attendance. During
some portions, the delegates from QU
were separated into different groups
with members from other fraternities
who served in similar, executive positions.
Each individual group session was

centered on a particular theme that
pertained to various governing roles
within the fraternity. The overall goal
was for every executive member to
learn new ways to excel as a chapter on
campus. Not only did this provide the
men with opportunities to gain ideas
from speaking and sharing with their
peers at different universities but it also
encouraged networking and even collaboration among the chapters as well.
“The coolest part about this, like
for me, was that I got to spend time
with a lot of chapter presidents from
different schools in these breakout
sessions and learn different things their
chapters did that were successful,” Lambert said.
Lambert was selected to speak at
the January conference because of his
experience at a Delta Tau Delta’s leadership seminar, called “Ignite,” that he
attended over the summer in 2015.
In his speech, he discussed the
ways in which he now implements
what he learned at the seminar while
currently serving as the chapter president. His speech touched upon the
fraternity’s goal of igniting change on
a national level and how the QU Delts
are carrying out this goal locally on
campus.
One of the main highlights for the
Quincy Delts was that their Iota Delta
Chapter received two awards.
Back in October, the Delts raised
almost $4,500 for their philanthro-

From left, Alex Begnel, Darek Lambert, Joshua Del Rosario, Michael Lesko, Eric 		
Davidson and chapter advisor Dennis Boccardi attended a conference in Muncie,
Ind., on Jan. 28-31. (Photo Courtesy of Darek Lambert)

py, The Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation, with their “Fill the Wagon”
event, which was the largest amount of
money raised in the chapter’s history.
As a result of these fundraising efforts,
the Delts were recognized as one of
the top three chapters out of the entire
northern conference to raise the largest
amount of money for the fraternity’s
philanthropy.
The QU chapter also was acknowledged for being the top academic
fraternity on Quincy’s campus.
Even though the weekend was
centered on improvement and contained some intensive and informative
sessions, the Delts shared a bonding ex-

perience with their fellow brothers that
added an element of fun to the trip.
“Not only was it a learning experience, but it was also a blast. I plan on
going for the next few years to come,
and I would recommend it to anyone
who is interested,” Begnel said.
The Delts plan to take what they
learned at the conference to have a
successful spring recruitment and an
even more successful 2016 year under
Lambert’s leadership.
“My hope for the fraternity is that
we will expand on campus and get the
student body even more involved in
our social and philanthropic events,”
Lambert said.

CAREER SERVICES

Speed Networking event set for Thursday
Quincy University Career Services will host its
annual Speed Networking event on Thursday, Feb.
18 from 5-7 p.m. in the Hall of Fame Room of QU’s
Health and Fitness Center at 20th and Oak.
The event is designed to assist students with their
networking skills and allow them to meet potential

interns and future employees.
The evening will begin with light snacks and
mingling from 5-5:30 p.m., followed by the networking event. Each participant will have 2-3 minutes to
meet one-on-one. It may help to prepare a 30 second
“elevator speech” – who you are, what services/prod-

ucts your business provides, what sets you apart, etc.
For more information, contact Kristen Liesen at
liesekr@quincy.edu or (217) 228-5240.
Students are asked to RSVP by Tuesday, Feb. 16
to liesekr@quincy.edu.
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QU students,
staff, and
alumni were in
Rio de Janeiro
Jan. 2-10 for a
Study Abroad
trip. (Photo
courtesy of Ari
Harris)

STUDY ABROAD

Students experience new culture in Brazil
NATE PEREZ
STAFF WRITER

Quincy University students,
staff, and alumni were exposed to
culture and warm beaches when
they traveled to Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on Jan. 2-10 for a Study Abroad
trip. Their winter break was filled
with tropical ecology, adventure and
beautiful views.
Emily Nelson, a sophomore at
QU, had a great time during the trip.
“One of my favorite experiences
on the trip was being able to go hang
gliding,” Nelson said. “Rio is one
of the top places in the world to go
hanging due to the winds from both
the mountains and the ocean. It was
both an adrenaline rush and relaxing
at the same time.”
Ari Harris, a senior at QU, also
attended the trip and was amazed by
many of the sights he saw. He participated in a tropical ecology course
while on the trip.
“My favorite experience was
snorkeling with all the animals on
our own private island where we ate
lunch,” Harris said.
While they enjoyed the luxuries

of hang gliding, both students noticed differences among the cultures.
“Something that shocked me
was how comfortable everyone was
with his or her body, especially on
the beach. No matter one’s age, body
type, or weight, everyone seemed
to wear as little as possible, which is
not always a pleasing sight,” Nelson
said.
There were a lot of people and a
variety of animals.
“I was mostly shocked by how
many people were in the city of Rio
de Janeiro and also all of the different wildlife we saw, like monkeys,
sea turtles, jellyfish and more,”
Harris said.
Harris and Nelson thought
movies and the Internet had prepared them for their trip, but they
were blown away by their experiences in Rio de Janeiro.
“I would recommend this trip
and any trip out of the country to
other students,” Nelson said. “Being
able to learn about another country’s history, ecology, and culture
hands-on is an experience no college
student should pass up.”

Christ the Redeemer, a statue of Jesus Christ in Parque Nacional de Tijuca in Rio de Janeiro, is one of the sites students, staff and alumni visited. (Photo courtesy of Ari Harris)

QU CULTURE GRID
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Lydia Cruz

Rodney Shelton

Haley Snodgrass

Communication with
Sport Management
minor

Math - Teaching
License

Human Services

Medieval times to try
to join the round table

1950’s-1960’s to see
my favorite artists live

Maybe Ancient Egypt
to see the pyramids
being built

Mississippi, the weather
was nice and the
ocean was beautiful;
lots of things to do

What music artist are
you into now?

The Summer Set

Otis Redding, The
Weeknd, Years and
Years

Anything 90’s hip-hop/
rap (my generation)

Florida Georgia Line

What is the last movie
you saw in theaters?

Sisters

Star Wars: The Force
Awakens

Star Wars: The Force
Awakens

Daddy’s Home

What is your favorite TV
show?

Are You The One?

It’s Always Sunny
in Philadelphia and
Breaking Bad

The Office and The
Biggest Loser

Grey’s Anatomy

To run an ice cream
shop or diner

NFL and NCAA (Pac
12) Football Analyst for
ESPN Radio (They’re
from Seattle like me!)

Major
If you could go back
in time where would
you travel to? Why?

What is your dream job?
If you could have
dinner with anybody
who would it be? Why?

Exercise Science with
a concentration in
Personal Training

Anyone who would
want to pay cause I’m
broke

Kurt Vonnegut or Aziz
Ansari

Teaching High School
Math

Jesus, find out some
long curious answers
to some questions

Being a substance
abuse counselor or a
children’s counselor
Carrie Underwood,
because I want to
hear her success story
and see what type of
person she truly is
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MOVIE REVIEW

Graphic and intense academy award worthy film
IAN HOWELL

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The Revenant depicts the struggles
of frontiersman Hugh Glass on a path
of revenge after he is wronged and left
for dead, all the while he is forced to
combat the brutalities wrought by both
man and nature. It is an intense journey that is graphic and poignant in its
portrayal of the hardships and savagery
of the frontier.
The film is directed by Alejandro
G. Iñárritu, who has had recent success
with his film Birdman, in 2014, which
won four Academy Awards. The Revenant stars Leonardo DiCaprio as Hugh
Glass in a performance that is as strong
as it is heartfelt. He is joined by a fantastic supporting cast, which includes
Tom Hardy (Mad Max: Fury Road),
Domnhall Gleeson (Star Wars: The
Force Awakens), Will Poulter (We’re
the Millers), and Forrest Goodluck in
his first acting role. The cast do a won-

derful job of portraying the struggles
and hardships faced by frontiersmen
of the era. Tom Hardy, in particular, is
especially great as the fur trapper John
Fitzgerald, the main villain of the film.
The setting of The Revenant was
beautiful in its ferocity. The deep
snows and winter trees are striking and
beautiful despite the suffering occurring
throughout the film. The authenticity of
the film is obvious, and it is amazing to
think about how much the actors had
to go through during the shooting of
it all. One scene in particular, in which
Glass has to flee from a war party of Ree
Native Americans by floating down a
rushing stream, is especially well-done.
The action of the film is intense
and often very graphic. The Revenant
is definitely not for the faint of heart.
Several scenes come to mind when
describing the brutality of the film. The
opening battle scene between the fur
trappers and the Ree is especially vio-

lent and displays the cruelty both sides
showed to one another. Another scene
involves a bear, which is all that can be
said without going into spoiler territory. Suffice it to say, it is sometimes hard
to watch to say the least.
There are hardly any flaws in The
Revenant. The only criticism that
comes to mind is that the film is a bit of
a boys’ club. There are only two women
characters in the entire movie, and one
is dead before the film even starts…
and the other is a bit of a damsel in
distress. More female roles would have
been nice.
Overall, The Revenant is a fantastic
film that has a great cast, a harsh but
beautiful setting, and plenty of graphic
violence and action. Though it does
lack women for the most part, it is still
a superb film that is highly recommended. It would be a big surprise if
this film doesn’t win at least a couple
Academy Awards.

NETFLIX REVIEW

New hit comedy series premieres on Netflix
IAN HOWELL

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Students that have Netflix know
that it contains a wealth of content that
is often hard to wade through. There
are too many shows and movies and
not enough time. A new documentary
series has premiered on Netflix, and it
is definitely worth watching. No, it’s not
Making a Murderer. It’s Chelsea Handler’s new documentary Chelsea Does.
The comedienne’s new Netflix
Original documentary details her journey as she explores four hot-button issues in America: Marriage, Technology,
Racism, and Drugs. To explore these
topics, she travels around the world and
interviews many people from all walks
of life. Though it is funny, Chelsea Does
also hits many thought-provoking
moments where the viewer can relate
to their own life and think about the
effects that these hot-button issues
have in their own environment and the
world beyond.

The series
mainly stars
Chelsea Handler,
of course, though
many of her
celebrity friends
make appearances,
as well as famous
individuals she interviews during her
investigations.
Her exploration of the subjects
she covers is really
well-done for a
documentary that
is intended to be
more of a comedy
than anything else.
The interviews
Handler conducted
were thorough and
hilarious, whether purposefully or not.
Some were cringe-worthy, however,
and unnecessarily awkward… which
sometimes made it even funnier. There

were several
interviews that
were often
heart-breaking,
but it brought
the issues and
changes that
need to occur in
this country to
light.
The
documentary,
though funny
for the most
part, often
fluctuated between extremely
intelligent and
provocative to
shallow and
self-indulgent.
Handler is a
very funny, smart comedienne, but,
many times, she would focus too much
on herself and not enough on the topic.
She frequently would turn the con-

versation back on herself and want to
relate it to her life and struggles. It’s fine
to do that every so often, but not all the
time. The documentary sometimes felt
more like a series about Handler and
what she’s all about than a documentary about the issues at hand.
She also makes the viewer believe
that she is going to respect all opinions
and hear all sides. However, Handler
will blatantly dismiss them and their
arguments if they do not match up
with her own opinion. Granted, some
opinions are so outlandish and insane
that one can’t help but laugh at them,
but still she often comes off antagonistic when she may need to approach the
situation with more tact.
Ultimately, though it’s not without
its flaws, Chelsea Does is a very funny
and oftentimes thoughtful look into
some of the greatest issues that are
prevalent in current society. Although,
Chelsea Handler may input her own
life and opinions a bit too much, she is
still very entertaining and enlightening.
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ADMISSIONS

Transfer students feel welcome at QU
TRAVIS RICHMILLER
STAFF WRITER

You’re walking down the
hall. You’re lost. You have no idea
where you’re going. You stop to
ask for help, but nobody will help
you. Then, the worst thing ever
happens. You show up late to class
and have to embarrassingly walk
in while everyone is staring at you
and probably judging you.
What they don’t realize is that
you are a transfer student, new to
the school, and don’t quite fit in yet
or figured out where your classrooms are.
This happens to people at
some colleges. Fortunately, Quincy University is not one of those
places. Transfer Coordinator Jane
Cleaves has worked in the Admissions Office at QU for the past
eight and a half years. Her main
job is helping transfer students
with almost any task, ranging from

submitting applications, helping
with financial aid, campus tours,
and writing transcript applications.
“I love helping people,” she
said.
She said the biggest questions
that she gets asked by transfer
students is how long will it take for
them to graduate, how their credits
will transfer, and how much it will
cost them to attend QU.
Jennifer Brooks from Kahoka,
Mo., transferred to QU this semester to finish her degree in Health
Studies. She transferred because
QU could transfer all of her previous credits. Her experience here
has gone very well.
“Everyone has been helpful,
especially with little things, like
finding classes,” Brooks said.
Registrar Barb Nutt has helped
Brooks a lot so far at QU. Nutt even
helped her figure out her major.
“Everyone at Quincy University has been very friendly towards

me,” Brooks said.
Brenda Cosio transferred to
QU from Corona, Calif., in the fall
of 2013 to pursue her degree in
Exercise Science with a concentration in personal training. She said
Cleaves has been her biggest help
at QU. Her favorite thing about QU
has been how easily accessible the
professors are. She said they are
very friendly and open to sitting
down and helping students with
whatever it is that they need.
Cosio said she would recommend QU to other students if they
are looking for a small town feel to
their college experiences. She said
the biggest change she has noticed
from coming to California to
Quincy so far has been that there
is hardly any traffic compared to
California. The weather was also a
big adjustment.
Transfer students can rest easy
knowing that the people at QU will
help them every step of the way.

Falcon photo by Travis Richmiller

STUDENTS FOR LIFE

Each year Birthright of Quincy’s annual Trivia Night continues to expand with more and more teams participating. This past
November, QU allowed Birthright to hold the Trivia Night in the three-court gym area of the HFC. In thanks to the university,
Birthright presented QU Students for Life with a check for $300 to support the club. Back row, from left, are Linda Langkamp,
Gina Gruenbacher, Michael Crotteau, Bridget Regan, Teresa Gorrell, Katherine Rathgeber. Front row, from left, are Genesis
Torrens, Patty Bordewick of Birthright, Bridget Bicek, Abbey Carpenter, Ann Schuhriemen.

Two QU bands to
perform Feb. 21 at
Niemann Center
The Quincy University Symphonic
Band and Hawk Express Jazz Band will
perform a joint concert on Feb. 21 at
3 p.m. in the Connie Niemann Center
for Music.
The Quincy University Symphonic Band will continue a year-long
“Seasons” theme, and this concert
will feature music that celebrates the
upcoming spring season. Selections
will be Alfred Reed’s masterpiece “The
Hounds Of Spring”, “Pastime: A Salute
To Baseball” by Jack Stamp, “River
Of Life” by Steven Reinecke and “The
Circus Bee” march by Henry Fillmore.
The Symphonic Band is under the
direction of Bill Machold.
The Hawk Express Jazz Band will
perform an eclectic mix of jazz pieces
like “Tenor Madness,” “Freddie Freeloader,” “Cry Me a River,” “Smiles and
Smiles to Go,” and “Work Song.” The
band is under the direction of Christine Damm. The concert is free and
open to the public.
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BOOK REVIEW

Story of troubled teen overcoming odds
LEXIE BROEMMER
NEWS EDITOR

In Huntley Fitzpatrick’s “The Boy
Most Likely To,” Tim Mason is a mess.
He’s a 17 year old alcoholic, drug-abusing high school dropout. He has a bad
relationship with both his parents, especially his father, who has just kicked
him out of his house and threatened
to take away the money Tim could use
to go to college if he ever manages to
finish high school. He’s worried about
his twin sister, Nan, who is anxious
about everything and possibly getting
involved with things and people Tim
would only ever get involved with.
Alice Garret is a tightly-strung 19
year old, who is trying to go to nursing
school and take care of her siblings
while her pregnant mother is watching over her father, who was severely
injured after he was the victim of a hit
and run accident. Alice is a bit of a
loner. She doesn’t have many friends,

and she breaks up with every guy she
dates.
Alice’s brother, Jase, is Tim’s best
friend and offers to let Tim live in the

room above his family’s garage. Tim
has always been in love with Alice,
and Alice has always brushed off his
attempts to flirt- until now.
Tim is trying to pick the pieces of
his life up and put them back together,
working at the Garret’s hardware store
and going to AA meetings. He even
helps take care of the younger Garret
kids, but then his world comes crashing down when someone from his past
comes back, someone he doesn’t even
remember.
“The Boy Most Likely To” is the
companion novel to “My Life Next
Door,” but it’s not necessary that
readers read it first, or at all, if they
don’t want to. However, if readers do
read it, they will be more familiar with
secondary characters like Jase and his
girlfriend, Samantha.
The novel isn’t so much a romance
as it is a coming of age drama. This
may be a bit off-putting to readers
who are expecting a light-hearted

romance. However, if they go into the
book knowing it’s serious, they won’t be
disappointed.
Tim is the best character in the
book. Readers will sympathize with
him as he tries to overcome his problems and accept responsibility for all
the things that have happened in his
past. The situations he manages to get
himself into and their results will, quite
possibly, bring readers to tears and
make them feel his pain like it’s their
own.
Alice, however, is slightly annoying. She can be downright heartless
at times, which is an essential part of
her personality for this novel, but she’s
almost unlikeable at times because she
can be so cold.
“The Boy Most Likely To” is a
touching story that has an ending that
is just happy enough to make it realistic. Readers who like Sarah Dessen,
Jenny Han, and Justina Chen should
give it a try.

MUSIC REVIEW

‘Pining’ for a new album to listen to
BRYCE MOORE
NEWS EDITOR

A Fine Frenzy is the stage name of
alternative singer-songwriter, Alison
Sudol. Her work has been featured in
shows, such as “Grey’s Anatomy” and
“Army Wives.” Sudol acquired her stage
name from a verse of William Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.”
She released her debut album in 2007
and has been capturing audiences with
her boisterous ballads and soothing
lullabies ever since.
Sudol has released three albums
and a Christmas EP. Her third album,
“Pines,” hit stores in October of 2012.
Even though “Pines” is four years old,
it is still receiving nearly half a million
listeners on Spotify. A Fine Frenzy has
toured with Coldplay, the Stooges, and
Rufus Wainwright. Her music is full of
cool, calm inspiration, which forces the
listener into a journey of self-discovery.
“Pines” is an album that often
brings listeners to tears. It will send
them on a path to find their true identity, even if they don’t want to.

If that wasn’t
enough, the album is
full of self-awareness,
personally and globally.
Throughout the tracks,
there is a recurring
theme of deforestation
since Sudol has been
trying to increase awareness of the issue. Her
hope is to create change through her
music. Sudol has been a goodwill ambassador for the International Union
for Conservation of Nature since 2011,
and her role there played a part in the
inspiration of “Pines.”
Sudol wrote a book to accompany
the album titled “The Story of Pines.”
She also produced a short film featuring songs from “Pines” and excerpts
from the book.
The album, book, and film all
follow the journey of one lonely pine
tree and her desperate quest to make
it back to “then.” Her home has been
destroyed, due to deforestation, and she
is all that is left, until she meets Bird.

Together, they embark
on a journey to build a
new home and family.
“One pine just isn’t
a forest, no matter how
big that pine tries to
be,” is an excerpt from
her book. The quote
reminds readers how
important it is to ask for
help. There are some things people can’t
do on their own, and that’s okay.
The album opens with “Pinesong,”
a track full of despair and hopelessness. Listeners can feel the anguish in
these lyrics: “The time has come for
giving up/ I have lost/ I wanted once
to become what/ I cannot.” The track
builds on simple melodies of string
instruments, and by the time the eight
minutes are up, Sudol has you on the
top of a mountain full of hope. “The
words you speak/ Stir things in me that
I thought/ Were gone/The faint white
heat/Melts centuries/Deep in/Frost.”
The track, “Riversong,” reminds
listeners of the phrase “sometimes

letting go is easier than holding on.”
It reminds listeners of their limits. It
suggests to them that letting go can
cause less harm than holding on. This
track sails through a sea of emotions
illustrating the lonely pine finally
giving up, falling into the riverbed, and
being swallowed by the sea. The fish
and the boulders all push Pine along at
the river’s pace singing, “we could love
you/ But we are not yet what you want/
Because oh, anyone could love you/
You’ve got to find where you belong.”
A Fine Frenzy ends the album
with “Now Is The Start.” The album
and book end with Pine. She has just
washed up onto shore and is rescued
by Bird. Bird explains to Pine that they
found “then,” but actually they discover the start of something new. “It’s
the sound of the lost gone found/It’s
the sound of a mute gone loud/ It’s the
sound of a new start.”
Fans of Brandi Carlile, Regina
Spektor, and Ingrid Michaelson will
enjoy A Fine Frenzy. “Pines” is a breath
of fresh air.
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MUSIC REVIEW

‘Death of a Bachelor’ has us Panic!’d
LEXIE BROEMMER
NEWS EDITOR

Panic! At the Disco reinvents itself
with every album. “A Fever You Can’t
Sweat Out” consists largely of bizarre
electronic punk. “Pretty. Odd.,” is the
band’s foray into an almost folky sound.
“Vices & Virtues” is the most flat-out
pop album the band has yet to release.
“Too Weird to Live, Too Rare to Die”
sees the band try on dark, electro-pop.
Panic’s latest album, “Death of a Bachelor,” which was released on January
15 of this year, is an interesting take on
Frank Sinatra mixed with a little bit of
“Fever” style. It is the band’s first number one album.
For the first time since the beginning of the band, Brendon Urie had
full control of the creative processes of
making the album. Urie was responsible for writing it and recording all
vocals and instruments—except for
the horns. He is the last original band
member in Panic, since drummer
Spencer Smith officially left the band in
early April 2015 after taking a break in
2013 because of drug issues. The other
founding members of the band, guitarist Ryan Ross and bassist Jon Walker,

left the
band after
touring
on “Pretty.
Odd.”
In late
April 2015,
Panic! At
the Disco
released
“Hallelujah” as
its first
single from
“Death of a
Bachelor.”
“Hallelujah,” a
song about
accepting
the fact that
you’ve sinned and taking responsibility
for the fact that you’ve done so, is a
catchy, upbeat song that makes listeners
want to dance. It’s a very triumphant
sounding song, considering it’s about
sin.
The second single off the album,
“Victorious,” is just what its title says
it is. It’s the biggest song off the album

so far in
terms of
popularity.
It’s a raucous and
almost inyour-face
obnoxious
pop song,
but in the
absolute
best way.
“Emperor’s
New
Clothes”
is a little
darker than
“Hallelujah” and
“Victorious.” The best part of the song is its
music video, which picks up where the
video for “This is Gospel” from “Too
Weird to Live” left off. In it, Urie is
buried, gets out of his coffin, and loses
his clothing until he turns into a gray,
horned, dancing demon.
Frank Sinatra’s influence on Urie
is evident through much of “Death

BOOK REVIEW

of a Bachelor,” particularly with the
title track, which features the horns
and roaring vocals typically found in
Sinatra’s songs. However, Urie puts a
spin on it to keep it from becoming too
much of a throwback with a stuttering beat. It’s best described as Sinatra
meets Beyoncé meets Panic.
Other songs like “Crazy=Genius,”
“LA Devotee,” and “Impossible Year”
also show Sinatra’s influence on Urie.
While “Impossible Year” is a fine
song, it’s much slower and features only
the piano, horns, and bass and incredibly sad lyrics like “There’s no sunshine/
This impossible year/Only black days
and sky gray/And clouds full of fear/
And storms full of sorrow/That won’t
disappear.” It’s the last track of the
album, and it’s a downer, so listeners
should try to avoid listening to it last.
Or they could listen to it, and then
listen to “Victorious” again.
Fans of Panic’s other albums and
anyone who likes unpredictable, fun
musical journeys should listen to
“Death of a Bachelor.” They should also
catch Panic on tour this summer with
Weezer and Andrew McMahon in the
Wilderness.

‘Hemingway in Love’? I think not
ANNA OAKLEY
STAFF REPORTER

While “Hemingway in Love”
may sound like the perfect book to
read for Valentine’s Day, it’s not.
This book is more a study in the
psychology of a deeply flawed man
than a love story. The book takes a
look at the sometimes heartbreaking, flawed relationships of Ernest
Hemingway as told to his friend and
confidant, author A.E. Hotchner.
Hotchner draws from years of
notes and recordings of his friendship with Hemingway, giving the
reader the sense that he is sitting
down with Papa himself as he relives
his adventures while recounting the
high and low points of his failed

marriages.
“Hemingway in Love” is filled
with direct quotes from Hemingway,
making it feel less like a memoir and
more like a well-curated transcript of
a heart-to-heart with an old friend.
In one such story, Hemingway
laments to Hotchner that his friend
F. Scott Fitzgerald was right when
he warned that the love triangle
Hemingway was in would eventually
alienate both women vying for his
heart.
While the book features many
of the celebrated people Hemingway
met in his lifetime, the unsung characters of the book are the places that
he called home.
From Paris to Havana and Key
West, each of these cities provides a

backdrop for Hemingway’s accounts.
It is not hard to imagine sitting in a
Parisian café or on a boat off of Key
West while Hemingway shares the
pain of his divorce from his first wife
Hadley or the ill-fated affair with his
second wife Pauline.
Perhaps the book’s greatest accomplishment is that it will appeal to
anyone with an interest in the human
condition. Prior knowledge of Hemingway may enhance the book, but it
is not essential.
While “Hemingway in Love”
may not be an uplifting romance
novel, it should not be discounted. The deep emotions that come
through Hotchner’s stories of Hemingway will leave the reader affected.
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The QU baseball team listens to the National Anthem before one of its games last spring. (Photo courtesy of Quincy University Sports Information)

BASEBALL PREVIEW

Unsatisfied Hawks want revenge
GODSON ENEOGWE
STAFF WRITER

The Quincy University baseball
team has been known around campus
for a long time as a competitive team
with a winning tradition.
However, being ranked as high as
No. 1 in Midwest Region and having a
record of 40-17 last season, the Hawks
fell short of a bid to the NCAA Tournament, losing to William Jewell and
Drury.
The Hawks lost three key seniors –
Gordon Gundaker, Peter Cunningham
and Kory Wisdom – from last year’s
team, but they are ranked No. 1 in the
Midwest Region’s preseason poll and
No. 7 in the preseason national poll.
The Hawks are returning a few major key players. Returning senior right
fielder Ryan Snyder, who had a .302
batting average and 29 RBIs last year,
believes the team is ready and better
than ever after bringing in new players
to help keep the competitive tradition
within the team alive.
“We brought in a couple of ju-

nior college guys who’ll be impactful
right from the start,” Snyder said. “The
freshman as well will need to step up
and fill in the voids left by our previous
seniors, which will be a difficult task,
but I believe they can do it.”
Two key players returning are
junior outfielder Dominic Miles, who
had a .354 batting average of .354
and four home runs, and junior first
baseman/outfielder David Jacob, who
hit .394 and recorded 7 home runs last
season. Jacob is looked at as one of the
team’s primary leaders.
“We have high expectations for
the team this year,” Jacob said. “Since
guys like Gundaker and Cunningham
left last season, the leadership role was
in a void, so coming into this season I
was looked at more of a leader to the
younger players and the rest of the
team. I’m ready for that responsibility.”
The Hawks brought in junior
college transfers David Hayes and Troy
Wehde, who will be splitting time at
catcher. Junior college transfer Shea
Stine will be competing for the third
base spot this season. The Hawks also

bring in a handful of freshman who
will be competing to fill in for the two
midweek starters in the pitching rotation who are gone from last season.
Bringing in new players also means
internal competition within the team.
“It’s fun to see that battle every day
in practice from the freshman to the
upperclassmen,” Jacob said. “Nothing
is guaranteed on this team. You have
to earn your spot, so having guys come
out and compete every day in practice
says something about our team.”
Being ranked as high as No. 1 in
the region in the preseason polls puts
a target on the Hawks’ back, but that
doesn’t bother them and makes them
more determined.
“We really don’t think about
preseason rankings or anything like
that,” Snyder said. “When the first pitch
is thrown, those numbers really don’t
mean anything. It’s all about which
team is ready to play ball.”
The way the season ended last year
wasn’t how the Hawks envisioned their
postseason run to go.
“I remember in our last huddle-ups

after the loss to Drury in the regional
tournament. Coach (Josh) Rabe looked
at us and just said, ‘We choked,’” Jacob
said. “Coach was right. We did choke,
and we weren’t mentally prepared. That’s
why it’s important for us to always stay
focused and play with passion.”
Rabe was named the GLVC Coach
of the Year last year and is entering his
seventh year with the team.
“The group of guys that I have
make it very easy for me to coach,” he
said. “These guys know that I’m just as
passionate about this game like them,
which says a lot about my character to
our guys.”
Rabe knows what it takes to become a successful team.
“I always have high expectations
for my team and the guys have similar
expectations for themselves as well,”
he said. “The new guys we brought in
are meshing well with the returning
players, which is always a good sign in
your team. Once everyone can come to
a realization that we all have the same
goal, then playing baseball becomes the
easy part.”
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Lady Hawks look to continue early success
SHEA STINE
STAFF WRITER

The Quincy University women’s
basketball team has had a terrific start
to the season.
The Lady Hawks have been ranked
as high as No. 16 nationally in NCAA
Division II and have a 20-4 record.
They sit one game behind Drury for
first place in the Great Lakes Valley
Conference (GLVC) West Division
with three regular season games left
before the conference tournament.
“We have a very good senior leadership. It starts from the top, and they
have a lot of experience over the past
three and a half years. They’re able to
carry that over into playing well together and having really good chemistr”
Coach Jeni Garber said, who is in her
fifth season at the helm.
One of the leaders is senior point
guard Maggie Cunningham. She leads
the team with 12 points per game, 5.7
rebounds per game and also facilitates
her teammates with 5.1 assists per
game. Playing the most minutes per
game on the team and being a leader
comes with the territory of being a
senior, but Cunningham is thankful for
her teammates and coaches.
“We have a really great group, and
have been together for a while so we
are on the same page. It makes playing
the game really fun, and I can’t imagine
a better start to senior year,” she said.

Senior forward Kara Gerbus dribbles to the basket during Quincy University’s game against William Jewell on Dec. 3. (Photo
Courtesy of QU Sports Information)

The Lady Hawks have relied on a
balanced attack from multiple players.
Fellow senior Erin Mennemeyer has
been dominant in the post, scoring
9 points a game, and reigning GLVC
Freshman of the Year Anika Webster
has had a strong sophomore campaign
averaging 11.3 points per game. Kara
Gerbus, another senior, is second on

the team scoring 11.5 points per game,
and junior Nikia Edom has shot an
astounding 48.5 percent on 3-pointers.
The Lady Hawks travel to Kansas
City this weekend for two games before
playing their last regular-season game
at Pepsi Arena on Thursday, Feb. 25.
Although the players and coaches have
been happy with the good start to the

season, Garber made it clear that they
are not done yet.
“We want to put ourselves in the
best position to win the conference
tournament. That’s something the
seniors really want to do as they go
out. Then we want to go to the NCAA
regionals and do some damage there,”
Garber said.

WOMEN’S SOFTBALL

Team still aiming for GLVC Tournament berth
DOMINIC MILES
STAFF WRITER

After the 2015 season ended, the
Quincy University softball team knew it
had big shoes to fill because nearly the
entire starting lineup graduated.
Then on Nov. 11, head coach Char
Obert stepped down and assistant
coach Carla Passini took over.
The main goal of this year’s team
remains to make it back to the Great
Lakes Valley Conference (GLVC)
tournament. The team was voted to
finish 13th in the league in a preseason
coaches poll.

“We haven’t made the playoffs since
2013, so that is our main focus,” Passini
said. “It’s about trusting the process and
doing what works.”
The Lady Hawks were the seventh
seed in 2013 when they lost to fourth
seed Lewis in the GLVC elimination
game.
“It’s going to take every person on
our team to get back to the tournament,” junior infielder Lindsey Greene
said. “And we won’t give up until we
reach our goal.”
The Hawks had a 19-27 record last
year with an 8-20 mark in GLVC play.
Senior first baseman Rachel Scrum

is the Lady Hawks’ top returning hitter
after being named to the All-GLVC
third team last season. She hit .396 for
the highest batting average by a QU
player since the 2005 season. She also
pounded 10 home runs and had 35
RBIs and 35 runs scored
The Lady Hawks also return three
of their four pitchers from last season,
led by junior right-hander Tiffany
Harbison. She was 5-7 last season with
a 2.79 ERA. She compiled 74 strikeouts
over 82 2/3 innings.
The Lady Hawks’ greatest strengths
are their perseverance and versatility.
“Our team is deep with players that

can play multiple positions,” Scrum
said. “If a player isn’t performing or
an injury occurs, then we have a deep
enough bench to where it shouldn’t
affect us.”
Along with being persevered and
versatile, the team is also young. The
Lady Hawks feature three seniors and
six juniors, and the rest are underclassmen.
“Our goal isn’t just to make it to the
playoffs. It’s actually to win the conference tournament,” Greene explained.
“But this young group has to persevere
first to get where we want to be.”
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Junior Evan McGaughey puts up a shot against Missouri-St. Louis during a game at Pepsi Arena, Jan. 23, 2016. McGaughey averaging 13.3 points per game and leads the
men’s basketball team in rebounds, blocks and free throws made. (Photo Courtesy of QU Sports Information)

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Injuries haven’t prevented good season
BRAYDEN NUESSEN
STAFF WRITER

Quincy University’s men’s basketball is battling
with Truman State and Drury for a first-place finish
in the Great Lakes Valley Conference’s West Division.
The road for the Hawks (15-7) hasn’t been easy,
with all of the injuries they’ve dealt with. On the first
day of practice, senior Grant Meyer and sophomore
Brandon Loo went down with season ending ACL
injuries.
The Hawks started the season with three straight
losses, and in the first home game against Upper
Iowa, starting forward Dalton Hoover went down
with a season-ending injury. In the midst of all of the
injuries, the Hawks did not collapse and went on a
hot streak, while winning the next five games.
However, during a 91-76 loss against Truman
State that ended their winning streak, Hoover’s
replacement, Scottie Bruxvoort, went down with a

season-ending knee injury.
With two forwards injured, QU coach Marty Bell
had to change the lineup, moving Godson Eneogwe
from guard to forward. The Hawks started another hot streak, winning the next four games before
their second leading scorer and starting point guard,
Thomas Jackson, broke his arm on a drive to the basket. As a senior, Jackson’s college career is over.
The Hawks are playing with an eight-man
rotation, being led by transfer Joseph Tagarelli, who
is leading the team with 16.8 points per game. Evan
McGaughey, a three-year veteran, has made huge
contributions to the team while scoring 13.3 points
per game. He also leads the team in rebounds, blocks,
and free throws made.
McGaughey says this season has been different
than the last three years.
“We had losing seasons the last three or four
years, and we are finally on the winning track,” he
said. “Everybody has a lot more confidence this year

on and off the court. We feel a lot better, and team
chemistry is higher.”
The Hawks are 10-5 in conference play and
16-8 overall after defeating Lewis on Thursday and
losing 108-107 in overtime to Wisconsin-Parkside on
Saturday afternoon. They have road games at Rockhurst (12-11) and William Jewell (8-15) this weekend
before playing the final game of the season at home
against Truman State (17-8) on Feb. 25.
Bell is proud of his team’s success this year as they
continue to fight to win the conference.
“I am very excited for the team,” he said. “They
have done a good job battling through injuries and
adversity. They have shown a great rate of maturity
throughout the course of the season that put them in
the position to this point.”
The Hawks have guaranteed they will finish with
a winning record for the first time since 2011-12
season.

