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The Innovations and Efficiencies Task
Force was created in February to find
ways to produce $1.2 million or more to
make up for the lack of funding for MAP
grants by the state of Illinois.
The task force consisted of two faculty members, two business office employees, one from enrollment management,
one from human resources and one from
campus ministry.
“We want to make up for the MAP
grants, but we’re not putting an upper
limit on this. If we could get to $2 million
or $3 million, that would be good,” said
Task Force Chairman and Vice President
of Academic Affairs Ann Behrens in a
recent article in the Herald-Whig.
The task force analyzed more than
415 suggestions for cutting costs and
raising revenue at QU. A set of recommendations were color-coded. Green
recommendations were those that should
be implemented immediately, yellow
were those that should be implemented if
needed and red coding indicated that the
ideas were considered and evaluated but
not recommended by the committee.
“We are working very hard not to
have to reduce faculty,” Behrens said. “We
want to preserve the academic experience, and that’s why we’re trying to take

Tuition for
summer classes
lowered
- page 9

LAUREN BEEMAN
STAFF WRITER

Students prepare for their Creative Writing class on Monday. From left are Miranda Guyer,
Ivana Miranda, Nathan Bennett and Tom Huynh. (Falcon photo by Lexie Broemmer.)

proactive measures to find new sources of
revenue.”
The task force took its suggestions
to President Robert Gervasi, who will
share the suggestions with the Executive
Committee of the Board of Trustees on
Wednesday and with the entire board
in a special meeting on Monday. Decisions about which recommendations to
implement will be finalized during these
discussions.

With all the speculation, uncertainty
and overall confusion surrounding the MAP
grant situation and the Illinois budget, the
Quincy University administration understands the unsettling feelings expressed by
students, especially financially.
President Robert Gervasi wants
students to know that Quincy University

This information will be shared with
the QU community at the end of March.
“The details of implementation must
still be developed, and we want all to be
very involved. In fact, innovation needs
to be our ongoing shared commitment.
I recognize that change is difficult, but it
is necessary in today’s rapidly changing
higher education environment,” Gervasi
said in an e-mail release sent to university
staff last week.
is fully committed to creating stability on
campus, starting with tuition.
“Contrary to rumors, QU’s tuition for
the 2016-2017 academic year will not be going up at all. It will remain stable,” Gervasi
said.
Over the past five years, tuition has

SEE TUITION, PAGE 4
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Busy spring semester amps up students
March

St. Louis Cardinals Game
Saturday, April 16

Diverse Verses
Tuesday, March 22
7:30pm in the Hawks’ Nest

Courageous Conversations
Thursday, April 21
Noon in the Private Dining Room

Intramural Dart League
Thursday, March 31
8pm in the Hawks’ Nest

Mock Tails
Thursday, April 21
5-7pm in the Private Dining Room

April

Intramural Darts
Thursday, April 7
8-11:30pm in the Hawks’ Nest

Intramural Dart League
Thursday, April 21
8-11:30pm in the Hawks’ Nest

Regurgitator-Stevie Starr
Friday, April 8
9pm in the Hawks Hangout

Late Night at Scottie’s
Friday, April 22
11pm-2am
at Scottie’s Fun Spot

Cultural Film Screening
Tuesday, April 12
6pm in MacHugh Theater

University Leadership Awards Ceremony
Monday, April 25
7pm in the Hall of Fame Room

Intramural Dart League
Thursday, April 14
8-11:30pm in the Hawks’ Nest

Diverse Verses
Tuesday, April 26
7:30pm
in the Hawks’ Nest

International Festival
Friday, April 15
11am-2pm in the Student Center Lounge

For more information, please contact the Office of Student Engagement at (217) 228-5320
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STUDENT SUCCESS CENTER

Renovations make
center more efficient
Now open 24/7 thanks to student
petition approved by president
LAUREN BEEMAN
STAFF WRITER

Connection, Confidence, Character, Compassion, Competence, and
Contribution. Those six C’s describe
the primary qualities embodied by the
Student Success Center.
Any visitor, student, or faculty
member can see the six C’s boldly
displayed in the newly renovated office
areas.
The SSC’s renovations were complete in time to welcome students back
from spring break on March 14, 2016.
The renovation project was entirely
funded by a grant gifted to the university.
The SSC expanded to include
new office spaces for the three success
coaches as well as a large area for students to study, which has been dubbed
“the big room”. It includes three walls
equipped with Plexiglas for writing, and
another wall with a large white board
for student use. The success coach suite
additionally houses a sitting room for
students. The original offices of the success coaches have been turned into mini
computer labs for student use, locations
for CLEP testing, and additional rooms
for studying.
Not only is it a place to study, learn,
or even enjoy popcorn, but it’s also a
place for students to hang out.
Freshman Bridget Hunkins, who
works the SSC’s front desk, spends most
of her time utilizing its resources.
“The addition of all of the Plexiglas expo boards are helpful because it
gives us more room to put everything
out there.” Hunkins said. “It makes for
better studying.”
Student use of the SSC has increased exponentially over the past
year under the control of Soumitra
Ghosh, vp of enrollment management
& academic support, and SSC Director
Christine Tracy. Tiffany Nolan, vp of
student engagement &success, as well as

the Success Coaches Donna Holtmeyer,
Jannah Zubaidi and Nancy Geissler
have helped.
Last semester, 91 percent of the
student body checked into the SSC at
least once. Also, more than 1,000 tutoring appointments have been scheduled
there so far in the current school year.
In the past, there was not a location
on campus open 24 hours for students
to access for academic related purposes.
On March 9, three students successfully
petitioned for the SSC to be open 24
hours a day, seven days a week.
Hunkins was one of the three
students. She, joined by sophomores
Dylan Handlin and Emily Nelson, met
with QU President Robert Gervasi.
The students presented Gervasi with a
petition equipped with 161 signatures
advocating for the SSC to be open 24
hours a day. The petition was accepted,
and starting April 1, the SSC will be
open at all hours.
“This gives the students an opportunity to utilize the resources available
through the SSC whenever necessary,”
Handlin said. “It will also provide an
area for students who are late-night
studying to escape from their dorm
rooms and study in a better suited environment.”
All of the changes in the SSC have
brought about feelings of excitement
from students, making the future of the
SSC seem optimistic.
“The renovations have created an
even friendlier environment than what
it already was, and I think we will see
more students begin to take advantage
of what is offered here at the SSC,”
Handlin said.

Before and after photos of the
Student Success Center office hallway
(Falcon photos by Bryce Moore and
Lauren Beeman)
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ALUMNI INTERVIEW

How former QU student became mayor of Quincy
BRYCE MOORE
NEWS EDITOR

“Take a chill pill … college is a
unique moment in time you will never
get back,” Mayor Kyle Moore said.
“Take full advantage of it, and enjoy
yourself.”
Moore graduated in 2003 from
Quincy University. He is in his first
term as the city’s first Republican
mayor in 28 years. He didn’t graduate
with a specific intent to pursue a public
office.
“Becoming mayor just kind of
evolved. I was complaining one day,
and a buddy of mine told me to stop
and do something about it, so I did,”
Moore said.
He was one of two people to show
up to a political meeting on campus
while at John Wood Community
College. He would later help a former
congressman get elected, work on
campaigns and run for office himself.
He says the most important thing for
students to remember is to be willing to
help out, put yourself out there and do
whatever interests you.
He had a mentor growing up, and
it helped inspire his ambitions. He
started volunteered for the Big Brothers/Big Sisters program since 1999.
Paying it forward and being a positive
influence in another’s life can make a
huge difference for everyone involved.
Moore graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in business management. He
took 21 credit hours a semester and
worked full time at his father’s business.
The plan was to take over the family
business upon graduation. He became

a part owner and vice president of
Moore’s Floors Inc.
Moore admitted he was an OK
student and could have done better.
“If I got a B, I was happy,” he said.
He tried to do a presentation with
very little preparation. His professor
definitely caught on.
“I tried to completely ‘BS’ my way
through it. She called me out on it,” he
said.
Moore said he learned the importance of coming to class prepared. The
real world doesn’t tolerate short cuts.
He also stresses the importance of
connecting with peers. It’s the only time
in your life when you are surrounded
by people the same age as you. A student he met at QU later became one of
his City Council aldermen.
He said QU prepared him for life
after college. If he had to do it over
again, he would still go to QU. The
small class sizes and connections with
his professors provided him with tools
for success in his professional career.
He was first elected Alderman in
Quincy’s 3rd Ward, defeated a 16-year
incumbent with 58 percent of the vote.
The intimacy of QU has allowed
him to stay in contact with his favorite
professors today throughout his professional career.
Mitch Ellison, professor of accounting, helped Moore with classes he
took at St. Louis University so he could
finish his degree on time at QU.
“I’m not surprised he became
mayor. I knew he’d succeed in whatever
he did,” Ellison said. “He knew what he
wanted ahead of time.”
To be successful, Moore says to

Mayor Kyle Moore in front of City Hall. (Photo courtesy of the city of Quincy)

find someone in your community and
make connections. Ask them how they
got where they are. Let them be your
career champion. Call your references
and keep them up to date.
Employers are looking for potential
hires who can handle adversity. It’s not
enough to excel academically. Moore
agrees it is important, but he also
stresses the importance of handling a

lot of different activities at once.
Moore built relationships within
the community and set his sights on a
goal. He accumulated success, worked
hard and is now responsible for providing the highest quality services for
residents within the community.
“Think about where you want to
go and how to get there … anything is
possible,” Moore said.

TUITION: $175 fee to take courses online is being dropped
FROM PAGE 1

increased by an average of 2 percent,
which is substantially lower than other
private and state institutions. However,
QU’s plans to create a stable campus
environment are not only connected
with MAP.
QU also is lowering the cost of
general education courses (100 and 200
level) to $230 per credit hour.
Dr. Soumitra Ghosh said the pri-

mary goal for lowering summer tuition
fees is to encourage students to take
summer education classes during this
semester and move them a step closer
to graduating in the traditional fouryear span, as well as alleviate a number
of financial concerns associated with
taking additional classes.
“On average, students here take
about 14 credit hours per semester,
and that is not enough to finish in four
years. We want to encourage students

to take general education classes during
the summer so that they can focus on
their major classes,” Ghosh said.
Students expressed excitement over
the lowering of summer fees. Student
Government Secretary Alex Tedrow
was one of the first students to learn
about this information after a meeting
with President Gervasi.
“The quality of education is better
at QU than it is at a community college,
and, at a less than $700 price for three

credit hours, I think a lot of students
will utilize this opportunity and choose
to take classes at QU for the summer,”
Tedrow said.
In the past, students who elected
to take an online course where charged
$175 along with the usual credit hour
cost. That is no longer the case.
“We decided it’s counterintuitive.
We figured this was the just thing to
do,” Ghosh said.
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DINING ON CAMPUS

Chartwells strives for cleanliness
GODSON ENEOGWE
STAFF WRITER

Cleanliness is a priority at Chartwells, which makes sure to exceed all
standard expectations.
It undergoes random health inspections weekly, so having a safe, clean
environment for workers to operate in
is something they live by.
All Chartwells dining service locations, which include the main dining
cafeteria, North Campus cafeteris, the
Hawks Hangout and QYO, are anonymously inspected by the National
Health Department. Chartwells’ goal is
to receive a 100 percent rating on all of
their inspections.
Under Chris Blakeman, director of
dining services of Chartwells, and Joe
Bordewick, assistant director of dining
services and catering manager, the
company has only received a 99 percent
one time for not properly posting their
sanitation license.
“As a company, you hear so much
about foodborne illness and other hazardous things, so we try to avoid that by
keeping our standards higher than the
standard national level,” Blakeman said.
Routine safety checks and walkthroughs can ensure that food is being
made in a safe environment and is safe
for consumption.
Chartwells checks its food tem-

peratures periodically throughout the
day at all locations around campus to
ensure certain foods never get too hot
or cold. Keeping a temperature and
date log helps it keep track of certain
open foods that could potentially go
bad.
“Food safeness is one our company’s ultimate goals,” Bordewick said.
Chartwells also ensures that its
food service workers have their sanitation licenses. It’s important for every
worker dealing with food to have this
license. It keeps them knowledgeable
about the importance of food and environment cleanliness.
“We have state-regulated health
and sanitary guidelines that everyone
abides by,” Marc Everhart, Chartwells
supervisor, said.
QU students have taken a liking to
the improvements at Chartwells.
“Compared to last year, I feel like
everything is cleaner and the food
seems fresher,” Anika Webster said.
“The main dining room always looks
appealing, so it makes me feel more
comfortable to eat there.”
Chartwells has been maintaining
a high standard of tidiness around
campus.
“Chartwells is a great place to
work at,” Everhart said. “We really try
to come together and provide a clean
environment for everyone.”

Chartwells supervisor and former Quincy University student Marc Everhart works in
the cafeteria. (Falcon photo by Godson Eneogwe)

FOOD RECOVERY NETWORK

New student organization to distribute leftover food
GODSON ENEOGWE
STAFF WRITER

Chartwells has maintained a reputation of fine
dining for many years, but many students wonder
what happens to the food that is not consumed.
“I personally took food that was still good to
eat to local soup kitchens and Salvation Armies,” Joe
Bordewick, assistant director of dining services and
catering manager for Chartwells, said.
Chartwells workers have been taking any leftover
produce that is still good to charitable facilities.
For more than two years, Chartwells has changed
the way it has been producing food, making it easier
for them to reduce food waste. Chartwells was known
for producing too much food ahead of time.
“With the benefits of the new cafeteria, Chartwells is able to cook to order, making food accord-

ingly to the crowd that they see coming in, knowing
exactly the right amount of pizzas or other foods to
make, which helps brings down our waste of food
tremendously,” Chris Blakeman, director of dining
services, said.
Chartwells and Quincy University students
are joining a national organization called The Food
Recovery Network, which will emphasize donating
and distributing extra food to local charities around
the Quincy area. The students involved have been
working with the national organization to come up
with ideas and ways to help distribute food.
The Food Recovery Network will give students a
grant of $350 to help get them started and will work
with both Chartwells and neighboring local charities
to help get food that is still safe to eat out to neighboring charities.

“This a great program because it’s made up of
Quincy University students who are genuinely concerned with helping,” Bordewick said.
Chartwells is focusing on not wasting food and
giving it to people who really need it.
“Chartwells’ ultimate goal is food safety,” Blakeman said. “Just because we’re donating food, we still
make sure that our food is safe for consumption by
anyone who eats it.”
Chartwells and the Quincy University students
hope to start QU’s Food Recovery Network chapter as
early as possible. The program should start before the
end of this semester or by the start of next semester.
“In the past two years, we reduced our waste a
great deal,” Bordewick said. “With the Food Recovery
Network project starting, we should essentially have
our waste down to zero.”

NEWS
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CAMPUS TECHNOLOGY

Computer science grant improves program
AMANDA BOYER
STAFF WRITER

“Computer science isn’t an optional skill – it’s a basic skill,” President
Obama said in his weekly address on
Jan. 30.
Jiang Li, assistant professor of
computer science at Quincy University,
is thrilled to hear that people are finally
talking about the informational systems
behind technology and, in particular,
computer science. After President
Obama’s last State of the Union Address
in which he declared his bold new
initiative, “Computer Science For All,”
Li is excited that the tides are slowly
changing.
“It’s really good news, but I don’t
think it will impact the school’s enrollment immediately,” Li said. “I imagine
it would be like a pipeline work. So if
it’s initiated this year, probably two or
three years later, nationwide, the number of students in computer science will
increase.”
The president’s new initiative
requires the Department of Education
to divide $4 billion over the course

of three years to states who can plead
their case and come up with a five-year
plan to increase access to computer
science in classrooms. Another $100
million will be directly provided to
school districts in an attempt to expand
access to the resources and materials in
training teachers.
Not only does the president’s new
initiative require billions, but it also
comes with commitments from major
technology companies and philanthropists. Apple, Facebook, Google,
Microsoft, and others are committing
to help increase the computer science
opportunities to underrepresented
groups as well as the resources and
materials involved.
“Computer science is a liberal art;
it’s something that everyone should be
exposed to … everybody should have a
mastery of it to some extent,” Steve Jobs
said.
Li says a computer science degree
provides students with a set of interdisciplinary skills that can be used in
many disciplines, such as healthcare,
farming and financial services.
The White House says that last year

more than 600,000 tech jobs across the
United States were left unfilled. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
there will be 1 million more computer
science jobs in 2020 than graduating
students qualified to fill them. In Illinois alone, there are over 24,000 open
computing jobs, growing at 4.5 times
the state average.
“There is no way that the United
States will ever have enough computer
science undergraduate students graduating,” Li said. “The last three years the
average number of students graduating from Quincy University with a
computer science degree is four or five
every year.”
This year only three students are
graduating from QU’s computer science program.
According to NPR, only 5 to 10
percent of schools actually teach computer science.
“It’s been pretty difficult,” Li said.
“Our program is one that doesn’t have
any general education requirements.
If you look at a degree checklist on the
left side, computer science is not there.
That’s where we are at.”

Computer science and data science
are not only important for the tech sector, but also for many other industries,
including transportation, healthcare,
education and financial services.
“Now in our daily life, you can’t
live without information technology,”
Li said. “The reason that we have all of
these tools to use is because of computer science as the backbone.”
Kurtwood Greene, a junior
computer science major at QU, says
that computer science has taught him
critical thinking skills, to pay attention
to close details, to evolve and to think
on his feet.
“I knew that it would be a good
career choice for me,” Greene said.
“Technology is very fluent in the world.
It’s a really big industry, and it’s growing every single day.”
Quincy High School, a local public
high school, has adopted President
Obama’s initiative. The school has started teaching computer science under
the umbrella of its engineering department. QU has started working with the
school in order to get younger students
interested in computer science.

MISSION TRIP

Nursing students go to Dominican Republic
DOMINIC MILES
STAFF WRITER

Eleven Blessing-Rieman
College of Nursing students and
two nursing instructors left Feb.
26 on a trip to San José de Ocoa,
Dominican Republic. The nurses
arrived at the San Domingo Airport at 2:03 p.m., where they met
field director Tasha Gough.
The main mission of the trip
was to help children in need of
medical attention. The nurses believe they accomplished their task.
“We went to the Dominican
to make a positive impact on the
community,” Leah Waterkotte
said. “After seeing all the smiles
and laughter, I realized that we
were having a positive influence
on both their social and physical
health.”

The nurses saw 102 people
from the community. They tested
their blood pressure and blood
sugar, and they took height and
weight measurements on them. If
needed, they referred them to the
clinic’s doctor who was working
alongside them.
“My favorite part was
interacting with the people we
encountered during our health
screening,” group director Susan
McReynolds said. “It’s incredible
to watch the students’ interest and
engagement in all of our activities.”
The group stayed at the
Hodela Caribe Colonial in San
José de Ocoa.
Some extracurricular activities enjoyed include walking
and shopping on the strip, music
and dancing in the park in the

evenings, swimming and tanning
on the beach and even chicken
fighting.
The last day, March 3, was a
relaxation day. The nurses went to
the beach and enjoyed free time
before they flew back to the states.
The Association for the
Development of San José de Ocoa
threw a farewell party for the
nurses on the last day. They provided them with food, drink, live
music and Dominican dancing.
“The Dominican was incredible, and I would go back in the
blink of an eye,” Waterkotte said.
“From just the experience, that
is one week of my life that I will
surely never forget, and I couldn’t
be happier.”
The trip lasted eight days. The
crew arrived back in the United
States on March 4.

Leah Waterkotte volunteers in the Dominican
Republic. (Photo submitted by Dominic Miles)
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NEW STUDENT ORGANIZATION

Students work to bring new service fraternity to campus
ROZA PANOS
STAFF WRITER

Alpha Phi Omega is the most
represented intercollegiate service
organization in the U.S. The purpose
of APO is to assemble college students
in a national service fraternity in the
fellowship of principles derived from the
Scouts of America to develop leadership,
to promote friendship and to provide
service to humanity.
APO is the story of one man’s dream
for an organization through which individuals might better themselves as well
as others. This man, Frank Reed Horton,
worked with others to turn his dreams
into reality.
“QU is all about service, so it would
be a great fraternity to support campus
and help people get their hours for graduation and the Franciscan scholarship,”
freshman Brianna Johnson said.
Four students are trying to get this

organization started.
David Gilbert is the scouting
advisor for Alpha Phi Omega as it is in
its extension effort to charter a chapter
on campus. Gilbert is involved with
Quincy’s boys scout troop and he will
utilize his scouting contacts to benefit
the organization on QU’s campus. Nora
Baldner and Amy Damron are two of
the faculty advisors for the organization.
They are still seeking a community advisor to assist the chapter.
Damron says if students want to
obtain their service learning hours, they
can utilize this organization.
“Introducing this organization has
had its ups and downs,” Damron said.
“But we are optimistic that once students
understand the purpose of the co-ed
service fraternity, the more students will
want to be involved.”
APO needs 25 members to get chartered on campus.
APO has had three meetings and

Nora Baldner, right, is helping students bring APO to campus. (Photo by Amy Damron)

any student that wants to join can do so
at any time. They plan to work with the
Humane Society, Salvation Army, Quincy Animal Shelter and Good Samaritan
Home.
APO plans to start its educational
sessions in the fall to begin the pledging

process. It costs $55 a semester to be a
member of APO. The next meeting is
planned for Sunday, April 3 at 3 p.m. in
Friars Room 204 and all are welcome to
attend. For more information, please
contact Amy Damron at damroam@
quincy.edu or 217-228-5320.

ACADEMICS

Film minor to be offered during fall semester
IAN HOWELL

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

A new minor will be available this
fall at Quincy University. The Film
and New Media program is a 15-hour
program that will primarily emphasize
film study but also focus on new media,
such as animation and social media.
Two tracks will be available. One
will be in theory, and the other in production. Students can focus more on
film analysis, examining film as an art
form and the impact it has on society in
the theory track, or create screenplays,
films and animation in the production
track.
Assistant Professor of Communication Travis Yates has helped spearhead
the Film and New Media program
and is very enthusiastic about the path
ahead.
“I am so excited for a couple of reasons. For one, we’ve had students in the
past that have asked if this is something
we could do, and so while we might
not have got it up in running for those
students, for the students that are here,

I’m really excited
that this is an
option for them,”
Yates said.
He also
believes the new
minor program
will not only
help QU stand
out from other
universities but
also foster a love
of film amongst
interested students.
“There aren’t
a lot of schools
our size offering
this. It makes
us unique and,
personally, I’m
very passionate
about film as someone who’s studied
it and created it, so I’m really excited
to share my knowledge and share the
excitement and the passion that other
students might have as well,” Yates said.
The courses offered in the program

will be Film
Appreciation,
History and Theory of Cinema,
Cultural Representation in Cinema, Bollywood
and Foreign
Cinema, Fundamentals of Film
and Scriptwriting, Principles of
Film and Media
Production,
Social Media,
and Electronic
Imagemaking.
Other
teachers will be
involved in the
minor program.
Soumitra Ghosh
will teach a few of the film courses,
Nora Baldner will teach the Social Media course and Karl Warma will teach
the Electronic Imagemaking course.
“This is an amazing opportunity
to study the media of film in depth and

discover how film reflects and influences society,” senior Jamie Grady said.
The Film and New Media minor is
in the Fine Arts and Communication
department, but any student would
benefit from completing the minor.
“Students interested in marketing
can learn about the creation and coding
of visual and audio messages. Those in
the psychology field will likely enjoy
learning about the thought processes
behind film and film production and
the implicit messages coded within the
films that impact audiences. History
majors will enjoy learning about how
Hollywood dramatizes landmark events
in our society,” Yates said. “The wonderful thing about film is that because
it is so broad, having a greater understanding of it means having a greater
contextual understanding of the world
around you.”
The film minor launches this fall,
but several courses in the program
already are offered at QU such as COM
201 (Film Appreciation), COM 354
(Gender & Film) and COM 396 (Social
Media).

QU CULTURE GRID
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Marc Everhart

Tayler Ruppel
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Stefanie Posch

Ruben Vargas

Major

Professional
Communications

Biology

Psychology

Criminal Justice with a
minor in Aviation

Who do you think will
win the 2016 Election?

Hopefully anybody but
Trump

At this rate, I hope
nobody does.

Donald Trump

Marco Rubio

Which musician is
getting the most plays
on your iPod right now?

Future gets a lot of
plays from me. The
guy can’t miss, every
song sounds like a hit.

Whitney Houston,
Justin Timberlake, and
the Beach Boys are all
tied.

Halsey

Little Big Town

With Spring Training
going on, who is your
pick to win this year’s
World Series?

I’m not huge into
baseball, but I hope
that the Cubs finally
get over that hump
and win it this year.

Cardinals

White Sox

White Sox

I think I would want
to learn how to play
piano. It would be a
cool attribute to have.

Piano because it
seems challenging, and
only the good artists
can play the piano.

I would learn to
play the harmonica
because I grew up
listening to my uncle
play, so I’d like to learn
in memory of him.

Guitar because most
of my family knows
how to play while I only
know how to play the
violin.

It would be Taylor
Kinney, and we would
eat at Lou Malhati’s
Pizzeria

Vicente Fernandez,
and we would eat at
Chili’s in Mexico

If you could learn how
to play any instrument,
which one would it be
and why?

If you could go out to
dinner with a favorite
celebrity, who would it be
and where would you go?

I probably would
go out with Tisha
Campbell, and we
would go to Spondivits
in Atlanta. It’s a
world-famous seafood
restaurant.

Julianne Hough
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You can Betts she has plenty of stories
Executive assistant graduated from
Quincy College in 1981, will celebrate
27th year as employee for school in June
LEXIE BROEMMER
NEWS EDITOR

Mary Betts has long been a part of
the Quincy University community.
She started her journey at QU as
a student back when the school was
known as Quincy College. She attended
Quincy College for many reasons.
“My older sister attended here.
People were so friendly. There was a
wonderful atmosphere here,” Betts said.
“I wanted to be part of it.”
A member of the class of 1981, she
majored in theology and minored in
psychology. Following her graduation,
Betts worked as a resident advisor at
St. Mary’s Academy, a boarding school
for high school girls, in Nauvoo. She
worked there for a year and then
married her husband. In 1983, Betts
started working part-time at Our Lady
of Angels Seminary, which is now QU’s
North Campus. At the seminary, she
was the assistant to the Rector and
other members of the seminary staff.
In 1989 when the seminary relocated
to Joliet, a position in the Registrar’s
Office at QU was open, and Betts was
hired to fill it.
This June will mark Betts’ 27th year
working at QU. She worked as the secretary to the registrar for 10 years before being promoted to assistant to the
registrar for nine years. She is currently the executive assistant of academic

affairs and acts as the office manager
and primary support person for the
vice president for academic affairs, or
the VPAA. She has held this position
for about 8 years. Her duties include
planning commencement with a group
of QU personnel, assisting the VPAA
with the evaluation of faculty and managing the tenure and promotion review
process, and coordinating the preparation of the academic catalog.
Betts enjoys her current job, but
she has less opportunity to get to know
students.
“There was a lot of interaction in
the Registrar’s Office. I love what I do
in the VPAA’s Office, but I miss getting
to know a lot of students,” she said.
Though students don’t interact
with her often, professors do. One such
professor is English professor Beth
Tressler.
“I interact with Mary fairly frequently. She is very pleasant to work
with, kind and incredibly helpful,”
Tressler said. “She has a lot of responsibility and never seems flustered. She
responds promptly, providing the information I need or letting me know what
direction to go in.”
Betts said one of the big changes
during her time at QU has been the
name change from Quincy College to
Quincy University.
“Let’s just say that, despite the passing of years, technological advances

Quincy University Executive Assistant of Academic Affairs Mary Betts worked in the
registrar’s office for 19 years. (Falcon Photo by Lexie Broemmer)

and the normal changes in personnel,
the spirit of QU, which is the Franciscan spirit, is the same — as strong as
ever,” she said.
This Franciscan spirit is one of her
favorite things about QU.
“I enjoy doing my part in promoting the mission of QU,” she said.
Betts has two daughters and two
sons. Her best memories from QU are
watching her daughters graduate from

QU and watching one of them get married in the chapel. She has learned that
balance is important.
“Keep a good balance of work and
fun. Give your schoolwork everything
you’ve got, then use your free time to
make friends and enjoy their company,”
Betts said. “That way when you graduate, you’ll know you gave it your all and
have memories and friends to hopefully
last a lifetime.”

Chegg can help students online in several ways
ROZA PANOS
STAFF WRITER

The online company Chegg has
been helping high school and college
students across the country since it was
founded in 2005.
Chegg improves the overall
academic experience and, most of all,
helps students save money.
Chegg specializes in online
textbook rentals, online tutoring and

homework assistance. It also matches
students with internships and scholarships.
Students nationwide use Chegg to
make learning easier, more accessible
and more productive.
“I love Chegg. I order off of them
for all of my books,” freshman Sydney
Thuirer said.
Thuirer also said the fact that she
receives giveaways when she orders

makes Chegg even better.
Chegg’s website is a helpful tool
that makes students feel connected and
able to get the one-on-one assistance
they need.
“Definitely better than settling for
the bookstore on college campuses,”
sophomore Darek Lambert said.
Junior Reed Bentzinger said he
would recommend buying from Chegg
if it has the cheapest prices.

“I’ve never really had problems
using Chegg, and it serves its purpose
for what I need,” Bentzinger said.
Chegg allows students to return
any book within 21 days for any reason
for a full refund. It also provides a 125day semester rental and shipping to and
from is included in the rental price.
Chegg’s years of experience make
it a reliable choice for renting books
online.
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NETFLIX REVIEW

New sci-fi drama makes senses tingle
BRYCE MOORE
NEWS EDITOR

Netflix recently released a highly
recommend drama known as “Sense8.”
It was released in 2015 and was directed
by the people who created the “Matrix”
movies.
Viewers may be hesitant at first,
but critics have said the new drama is
more than just another attempt at scifi. “Sense8” follows eight people, or
sensates, who are scattered all over the
planet living separate lives. These individuals are connected by a mystical nervous system. The sensates can visit each
other and share each other’s abilities in
real time.
The show spends much of the first
season laying the groundwork and solidifying all of the backstories for the
characters, but, don’t worry, there’s
plenty of action. Sun, for example, is a
woman from Seoul, who is an extraordinary martial artist who assists many of
the characters in troubling, life-threatening situations.

“Sense8” is
also filled with
plenty of diversity. The show is
one of the most
diversified shows
the industry has
seen. It showcases cultures and
lifestyles from all
over the world.
Throughout the
season, the show
visits London,
Iceland, Berlin,
South
Korea,
Mexico, Nairobi,
Mumbai and, of
course, the United States.
Filming in
these actual locations
makes
the world seem
more personable
and understandable. It explores topics
prevalent in society today. For example,

Nomi is transgendered, on and
off the screen;
she is also a social hacktivist,
fighting injustice
with her girlfriend, Amanita.
Lito is a famous actor in
Mexico and leads
a double life. If
the public were
to know about
his boyfriend, he
could lose his entire career.
Riley,
a
d r u g - ad d i c te d
widow, is a London DJ who falls
in love with Will,
another sensate
and Chicago cop.
However, their
love could ultimately lead to the entire destruction of the cluster, a sensate

group.
Aside from the multiple problems
the characters experience in their personal lives, they are also up against a secret organization hell-bent on destroying sensates. The secret group is led by
the most powerful sensate, known as
Whispers.
The show is full of love, loss, regret
and triumph. The show does a brilliant
job establishing unity within the cluster,
forming an attachment to the characters and their lives. If that doesn’t hook
viewers, then the breathtaking imagery
and camera work will.
The show will be renewed for a second season. The series currently has a
five-year plan, and the second season
should premiere in 2017. The writers
and directors have spent a considerable
amount of time developing the characters. Critics are worried the team won’t
be able to keep the momentum going,
but the sensates have a lot of unfinished
business to attend to in the next season,
and fans are anxiously awaiting the Netflix original series to return.

MOVIE REVIEW

Witches be trippin’ ... Amma right?
BRYCE MOORE
NEWS EDITOR

“The Witch” is a New England
folktale from 1630 depicting colonial
plantation life. William and Katherine
are devout Christians banished by the
church and exiled into the wilderness.
The new world had not been properly
explored, and William’s family of seven
disappears into the impassible wilderness.
The film is a new kind of horror
that sends chills up one’s spine. It
brings the age-old concept of witchcraft, black magic and possession to an
innovative new level.
The film is written and directed by
Robert Eggers. It is his debut film. It’s
been more than a year since its Sundance premiere in 2015.
“The Witch” stars Anya Taylor-Joy
as Thomasin. She plays the oldest of
five children and is held responsible for
the mysterious disappearance of her
newborn brother.

Ralph Ineson
plays the father, William, who must relocate his wife and children into the New
England wilderness.
Ineson is best known
for “Kingsman: The
Secret Service” and
“Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows:
Part 2”.
Katie Dickie
plays the mother,
Katherine, who
spends most of the
film distraught and
strung out due to the
disappearance of her
newborn baby. She
is best known for “Prometheus” and
“Game of Thrones”.
The film is beautifully shot with
exquisite performances by the cast. The
desolate isolation of the family from
the rest of the plantation combined

with the use of the
old English language
places the viewer
directly into the film.
It takes all of
three minutes to feel
unsettled as strange,
inexplicable things
begin to happen to
the family. The crops
die, a newborn is
whisked away into
the wilderness and
another child is abducted in the woods
and possessed by an
evil spirit.
As the suspicious events unfold
and the paranoia
escalates, each family member is tested.
Their faith, religion and trust quickly
crumble against the pressure—realizing
the devil may be among them.
Thomasin is almost immediately
accused of practicing witchcraft based

on the premise that her love of God
is not strong enough. The tension
ultimately breaks, resulting in shocking
events.
“The Witch” has mesmerizing camera work and a perfectly placed musical
score. However, it is not perfect. The
film was good in all areas, but it could
have been great. Eggers was willing to
push the boundaries but he didn’t push
them far enough. The possibilities for
the character interactions with black
magic were begging for screen time.
A great deal of focus is required to
follow the dialogue, which could cause
viewers to nearly miss the supernatural
presence early in the film.
Overall, “The Witch” is a chilling
new take on what horror films could
be. It explores American history and
the influence the supernatural has
had on many generations. This is a
film without gore and useless sequels.
Despite its problems, it is still a movie
worth seeing.
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New animated Disney film is a zoo
IAN HOWELL

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

When going to the theaters this weekend, students may want to see something funny like ‘‘The
Brothers Grimsby’’ or thrilling like ‘‘10 Cloverfield
Lane.’’ Keep in mind, however, that there is a film
out that is both funny and thrilling: Disney’s new
film, ‘‘Zootopia.’’ Just because it’s an animated movie
doesn’t mean it’s only for children. ‘‘Zootopia’’ is great
for all ages.
‘‘Zootopia’’ tells the story of rabbit Judy Hopps as
she leaves the countryside to become a police officer
in the great animal metropolis of Zootopia. While on
duty, she stumbles upon a plot that could throw the
entire city into chaos.
The film is directed by Byron Howard and Rich
Moore, who have directed other Disney films such as
‘‘Bolt,’’ ‘‘Tangled,’’ and ‘‘Wreck-It Ralph.’’ ‘‘Zootopia’’
features the voices of Ginnifer Goodwin (‘‘Once Upon
a Time’’), Jason Bateman (‘‘Arrested Development’’),
Idris Elba (‘‘Luther’’), and Jenny Slate (‘‘SNL’’). The cast
is very solid and does a great job, showing not only
bravado but also clever nuance with its voice work.

Zootopia’s animation is top-notch and some of
the best that has ever been in a Disney film. Though
it isn’t realistic by any stretch of the imagination, it is
gorgeous in its art, illustration and character design.
Though ‘‘Zootopia’’ is funny and nice to look at in
the way all Disney hits are, its deeper message is the
main reason to see the film. Set up right at the begin-

ning, the world of ‘‘Zootopia’’ is not unlike our world,
aside from the whole talking animals bit. In the film,
animals suffer from stereotypes and prejudices that
run back hundreds of years. Prey and predator get
along only to a certain extent; they live together but
often do not like one another.
Even Judy Hopps’ parents try to drill into her
mind that predators, foxes in particular, are vicious
and should never be trusted. This sets up an interesting predicament during her first day as a cop when
she witnesses a fox and his son being refused service
at an elephant ice cream parlor because the owner
doesn’t find him trustworthy. This may sound silly at
first, but the underlying theme of ‘‘Zootopia’’ is powerful, particularly in the latter half of the film.
‘‘Zootopia’’ also likes to play with viewers’ expectations in thinking that all predators are bad and
evil, and all prey are helpless. It is often the smallest
animals that have the most power in the film.
‘‘Zootopia’’ is a funny, wonderfully animated film
about, not only talking animals, but also the harm
that stereotypes and prejudices can do to a populace
and how it isn’t wise to judge a book by its cover.
‘‘Zootopia’’ is a great film to see no matter one’s age.

NETFLIX REVIEW

‘Love’ can’t wait, and neither can Netflix
IAN HOWELL

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Netflix is often coming out with
exclusive content for its streaming site.
Whether it is critically acclaimed television shows like ‘‘House of Cards’’ or
‘‘Orange is the New Black’’ or films like
‘‘Beasts of No Nation,’’ Netflix is constantly churning out its own programming. This is in addition to what is
already available from other networks.
‘‘Love,’’ one of its newest original series,
offers an intense, unflinching look into
the flawed realities of both love and
dating in the modern world.
‘‘Love’’ was created by Paul Rust,
Lesley Arfin and Judd Apatow. It stars
creator Paul Rust and Gillian Jacobs
(‘‘Community’’) as Gus and Mickey,
two Los Angeles millennials who are
unhappily in love. The supporting cast
includes Claudia O’Doherty (‘‘Inside
Amy Schumer’’), Jordan Rock (‘‘Totally
Biased’’), and Briga Heelan (‘‘Ground
Floor’’).
Though ‘‘Love’’ may seem like a
bland, generic romantic comedy at first
glance, it is much more than that. The

show not only asks the question of will
they or won’t they, but also asks should
they or shouldn’t they, along with a
myriad of other, deeper questions.
Gus and Mickey are complete
opposites. Gus is a nerdy, nice guy,
though his niceness is often a façade;
his ex-girlfriend accuses him of being
fake nice and having hostile kindness.
Mickey, on the other hand, is a selfish, self-destructive girl who is honest
about her feelings, though she does not
often go about her relationships in the

right way. The two may be attracted to
one another, but ‘‘Love’’ frequently suggests that they may not be the best for
one another. Their relationship often
takes a turn towards the toxic.
The situations that ‘‘Love’’ takes the
viewer to could easily be described as
cringe worthy. Gus and Mickey, though
the main protagonists, are unlikeable on
many occasions and have a tendency of
making bad decisions. Viewers can only
sit and suffer through the mistakes that
the couple make over and over again.

Rust and Jacobs do a fantastic job of
playing two extremely flawed characters, though the best cast member is
often Claudia O’Doherty as Mickey’s
endearing roommate, Bertie. She brings
a much-needed light to an otherwise
dreary, mildly depressing show.
Just because the show is awkward
does not mean that it is bad. It is just
tough to watch characters make easily
avoidable mistakes time and time again
and never learn from them. The story
of two very flawed people trying to find
love in a flawed non-romantic comedy world is similar to another show
featuring the exact same premise called
‘‘You’re the Worst’’ on FX. It is akin to
‘‘Love’’ in many ways. It is not as good
as ‘‘Love’’, but it is still a show worth
watching.
Ultimately, ‘‘Love’’ is a show that
features an imperfect but realistic look
at love and dating that contradicts most
romantic comedies. The cast is great,
however, the situations they are put
in are often cringe worthy. ‘‘Love’’ is a
great show, but do not watch it for a
happy love story.
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BOOK REVIEW

‘The House’ fails to deliver haunts
LEXIE BROEMMER
NEWS EDITOR

Slated as a young-adult horror novel, “The House” may make readers who
are into the genre nearly salivate. Its
synopsis promises that the novel will
deliver to the reader a terrifying and
fresh new turn on the typical haunted
house story. It also promises a romance
between a ragged, black-haired, blackclad guy named Gavin, who will make
female readers swoon, and a spunky girl
who loves all dark things, as in death
and the supernatural, named Delilah.
Unfortunately, this book is not
nearly as good as it sounds. The fresh,
new take on the haunted house is that
the house is alive. This is not exactly a
new idea since the 2006 movie “Monster
House” was about a house that was alive.
It wouldn’t necessarily matter that it isn’t

a totally new idea, but
“The House” is bizarre.
Gavin lives in the titular
house. In fact, the house
has raised him. It is able
to travel with Gavin every time he leaves to go
to anywhere whether it’s
school, work, or the park
where he’s hanging out
with Delilah. It follows
him through his clothes,
telephone wires, and even
underground tree roots.
At the beginning of
the novel, Delilah has just
returned to her hometown to finish her
senior year of high school. Previously,
she had been at a girls’ only boarding
school, but after financial troubles, she
had to come back home. She falls right
back in line with her best friend, Dhaval,

and feels deeply attached
to Gavin, whom she saved
from bullies when they
were much younger.
As Delilah and Gavin
grow closer and their relationship gets more intimate, the house becomes
hostile.
Delilah and
Gavin have to figure out
what happened to Gavin’s
seemingly non-existent
father, what made the
house become a living
thing, and how to escape
from it alive and together.
Besides the fact that the novel is a
little too weird for its readers, its portrayal of Gavin and Delilah’s relationship is unrealistic. They’re supposed
to be about 17 or 18 years old, but the
novel reads like they are 13. The charac-

ters themselves seem too young, which
makes their relationship feel kind of
rushed. Sometimes, Delilah seems like
a little school girl with her first crush.
This really causes a problem for readers
when Gavin and Delilah’s relationship
becomes sexual. Gavin and Delilah
seem so innocent and blush when they
talk about Gavin’s chest hair, and then
they are ready to run off and live together far away from the house.
A positive to the book is that the authors, who go by a joined named Christina Lauren, portray Delilah as a strong
female when she is faced with the house.
She doesn’t shy away from it, even when
it starts to torment her.
Readers who like the horror genre
may like “The House,” but they should be
wary going into it because they may find
themselves thoroughly disappointed.

PLAYLIST

Seven songs to help overcome schooltime blues
LEXIE BROEMMER
NEWS EDITOR

Students all over the country have
just experienced or are currently experiencing the pure bliss of Spring Break,
where, for most, there is no rigorous
schoolwork, early mornings or late
nights spent studying. Sadly, Spring
Break must come to an end, and students have to face the brutal reality of
classes and endless work with only one
more short break, at least at Quincy
University.
In order to help students get
through the rest of the school year successfully, here is a playlist they should
listen to.
“Do You Feel OK?”- Superhumanoids: This is a chill song that is
very synth heavy. Vocalist Sarah Chernoff ’s voice is breathy and soothing as
she asks listeners if they feel okay. It’s
a good song to listen to when students
are stressed out about a paper, project,
friends, professors, or really anything.
It will calm them and make them feel
okay.
“Better Luck Next Time”- Kopecky: When that paper, project, friend
or professor issue doesn’t work out,

students should listen to this song. It,
too, is calming, but
instead of relying
on synths, it relies
on the strumming
of guitars and the
pretty voices of
Kelsey Kopecky and
Gabe Simon. While
the song is actually
about a troubled
girl and love trouble, it will still have
a soothing effect
for school-related
problems.
“Youth”- Troye Sivan: “Youth”
should inspire students to get lost in order to find themselves. It might sound
counterintuitive, but students should
know it’s okay to explore not only their
surroundings but also themselves and
find joy in not knowing exactly who
they are or what they want. Also,
“Youth” is incredibly catchy.
“Trying”- Bully: “Trying” goes
along with “Youth” in a strange way.
In “Trying,” vocalist Alicia Bognanno
says she is trying to run from her mind

because she doesn’t
know what she is,
which is exactly what students
shouldn’t do, at
least not most of
the time. Students
can listen to the
song when they just
want to not think
about anything and
lose themselves
in a great piece of
rock music or they
could use it to make
themselves try to
think about their futures and trying to
get through the rest of the school year.
Either way, it would be fun to scream
Bognanno’s lyrics along with her.
“Zombie”- The Cranberries:
Although “Zombie” is about military
violence in Ireland, the song could also
have a double meaning, as in when students get out of bed and attempt to begin their days. “Zombie” should make
students want to get up so they can
head bang and growl the words zombie
over and over again in the chorus.
“Ways To Go”- Grouplove: Grou-

plove is a crazy mess of glitter and feelgood vibes. This song is rambunctious
and fun and will remind students they
still have a ways to go before they reach
the end of the school year and then a
ways to go until they reach their next
milestone, whether that’s going back for
another year of school or graduating
and getting a job.
“Migraine”- twenty one pilots:
“Migraine” is another song that will
inspire students. In it, vocalist Tyler
Joseph talks about his struggles and
everything that goes on his head while
still being positive that things will turn
out okay. Really, anything twenty one
pilots will inspire students or anyone,
for that matter.
“Now”- Paramore: “Now” sounds
a little violent and forceful, but it has
a message of hope, a message that
tells students to keep fighting for their
futures, for the things they know they
want and the things they don’t yet
know they want.
Now, students should listen to any
and all of the songs that helped them
get through something difficult in the
last month and a half of school.
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Cyber attack hits QU servers
NATE PEREZ
STAFF WRITER

Quincy University students were emailed in
February about a possible cyber attack that hit the
student server and led to troubles with Moodle and
overall internet use.
The attack was known as a Distributed Denial of
Service (DDoS) attack.
“Basically, the attacker uses many computers to
connect to our network, because there is so much traffic nothing can get through, thus denying legitimate
traffic from getting in,” Chief Information Officer
Tony Hayes said. “Think of it like the doors on Black
Friday — so many people trying to get in at once, the
doors get jammed, and no one can get in or out.”

What many students were wondering, though, is
why this attack only affected their server and not the
staff ’s.
“This attack was specific to the student network,
so, for the most part, it only affected them,” Hayes
said. “The impact was access to the Internet and services like Google or gaming was either not working at
all or slow and unpredictable.”
Some students didn’t seem to be affected by the
attack at all. Many may not have been affected by
them because they were in class at the time.
“My phone Wi-Fi still worked just like Moodle
did, but maybe I was using them more after everything was fixed,” sophomore Matt Hilmes said.
Even though some students didn’t believe it affected them, they still have slight concerns about this

occurring in the future. They wonder what damages
could be done to their material if this happens again.
“The truth is such attacks can happen to anyone.
If you search online, you’ll find that attacks, especially
DDoS attacks, targeted towards universities are on the
rise,” Hayes said.
Hayes and the rest of the IT department want
people to know that this is a serious crime that should
not be taken lightly.
“Cyber crimes are like vandalism. There isn’t
much you can do to prevent it. The best thing we
can do is be good net citizens,” Hayes said. “By that,
I mean be aware that you are not completely anonymous when you are online. Where you go and
what you do can have consequences for you and the
school.”

CAMPUS DORMS

Student overflows sink, causes SLC flood
SHEA STINE
STAFF WRITER

Students in six different apartments at the Student Living Center were relocated following a flood
that began on the third floor on Feb. 16.
The leak was started when a student, living on
the third floor, accidentally left water running in a
plugged sink. The water slowly leaked down to the
lower levels, soaking walls, cabinets and floors. A
restoration company was immediately called in to
survey, limit and fix the damage.
“Whenever there’s any type of flooding, the thing
that they really want to make sure is that it gets dry.
There wasn’t any kind of damage to any systems or
anything like that. It’s just the water finds its way between floors, between the walls,” Director of Residence
Life and Community Standards Jason Amezcua said.
Because of the flooding and the drying work,
students had to move to different areas.
“They gave us the option to live in a different
room in the SLC, but I just decided to stay with a
friend in Friars until they fixed everything. It was
only about a week, nothing tricky,” said sophomore
Brynn Martinez, who lives in one of the six rooms
that were flooded.
The restoration team had their hands full.
Amezcua said that there is usually only a 24-hour period once the flooding starts before mold or bacteria
begins to grow, and they had to begin their work right
away. He also said they used a variety of equipment
including high-powered dryers, dehumidifiers and
instruments that measure the humidity of different
parts of the room. The restoration team also had to
remove cabinets and fixtures to make sure that the
whole area was thoroughly dried.

Quincy University’s Student Living Center was flooded in February, causing its residents to temporarily relocate.
(Falcon Photo by Shea Stine)

Although the flooding and clean-up were inconvenient, everyone involved wanted to make sure the
job was done right.
“I just moved across the hall to a friend’s room in
the SLC. They called me ‘the burden’ jokingly, but my
main concern was that the rooms were taken care of

so that we don’t have mold in the room,” sophomore
Matt Hilmes said.
Amezcua said the flooding was unfortunate, and
he doesn’t expect it to happen again. He has faith
that the restoration team did a good job and there
shouldn’t be future problems.

Life at QU
Anna Oakley
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ACROSS
4 Kids will search for these on Sunday
6 He was king when Jesus was born
8 Female students who live together to
support growth as Catholics named club
after this saint
11 QU football team played in this
stadium in 2014
14 American athlete with most Twitter
followers (first and last name)
15 First name of Hawk mascot
16 School colors: _____ and white
18 Campus legend says if you walk through
this you won’t graduate on time
20 Number of NAIA national titles the
men’s soccer team won
21 Golden buffet restaurant that will
be opening soon in Quincy
23 Financial aid package in Illinois
you no longer can get (two words)
24 American Sign Language (abbr.)
25 This professional wrestler attended
QU in the 1980s
26 Head honcho on QU campus
28 All residence halls have air conditioning
except this one
31 Chairman of QU task force
32 Name of library
33 ____ Heinen Club
34 This QU alum pitched for the Cardinals
in the World Series
36 Name of conference QU is a member
of (abbr.)
39 Name of music center that opened in
2013
42 Master of Business Administration (abbr.)
44 On “Survivor,” Jeff Probst says “The
_____ has spoken”
45 Spring parade in Quincy named after this
flowering tree
46 Place for QU students to go for holy
Happy Hour
47 These people were admitted to Quincy
College for first time in 1932
48 This hangs in every room on campus
49 Name of Quincy’s CBS TV affiliate
51 Club that offers role-playing style games
such as Dungeons and Dragons (abbr.)
52 This campus dorm used to be called
Centennial Hall
53 Professor who has taught at QU the

longest
54 MLB team that QU baseball coach
Josh Rabe played for
DOWN
1 Name of summer baseball team that
plays in Quincy
2 NBA superstar who is retiring after
this season
3 New minor offered on campus
5 This university has the highest tuition in
the country
7 Movie that finally got Leo an Oscar
9 Directionally named daughter of Kim
and Kanye (first and last name)
10 Name of Homer Simpson’s bowling
team
12 “American Idol” judge who left show:
_____ Cowell
13 First African-American priest who
attended QU
16 You hear them on campus every 15
minutes
17 Dartmouth, Princeton and Yale are
members of this league
19 Famous March backstabber
22 Name of QU’s $25 million campaign:
Forever _______
23 Pepsi Arena used to be called
_______ Gym
24 Shiver-inducing fever
27 Italian hometown of St. Francis
28 He denied Jesus three times before
the rooster crowed
29 Name of building that used to house
school of music
30 “Married With Children” family
31 People filled millions of these out for
March basketball
35 Basketball event that comes to
Quincy each May
37 Organization that plans activities on
QU campus (abbr.)
38 Number of days Jesus was tempted
in the desert
40 Name of student blog on campus
41 Name of river Jesus was baptized in
43 Popular Rihanna song featuring Drake
47 NBC TV affiliate in Quincy
50 Campus stop for a cold treat

TEACHER ASSESSMENTS

Behrens evaluates student evaluations
ANNA OAKLEY
STAFF WRITER

A new study has shown that end of semester
student evaluations of teachers show a significant
gender bias against women, affecting even objective
measures.
Ann Behrens, vice president of academic affairs
at Quincy University, often uses evaluations to find
patterns that can lead to constructive criticism for
professors. She said she has not seen a gender bias in
evaluations at QU, but it is something she intends to
keep in mind in the future.
At Quincy University, professors who are seeking
tenure use student evaluations. They must include
these end-of-semester evaluations in a portfolio that
is used to apply professional tenure.
“Over time, certain trends emerge when I look
at evaluations. In general we just look for patterns,

and those become goals for professors to work on,”
Behrens said.
By looking at trends and evaluations as a whole,
Behrens gets a more accurate picture than if she took
each evaluation individually. In this way, she can keep
an eye out for skewing factors such as gender bias and
disgruntled students.
All in all, Behrens said she thinks that students at
QU provide fair and accurate evaluations.
A question that Behrens has found particularly
helpful is whether or not professors are using the
textbooks that they are assigning.
One challenge QU has faced in getting accurate
end-of-semester evaluations is a lack of participation.
When end of semester surveys were done with
paper and pencil in class, the response rate was close
to 100 percent. When the test moved to an online
format through Moodle, however, the response rate

started to vary greatly from class to class based on
how heavily each instructor promoted completion of
the survey.
Barbara Schleppenbach, an associate professor
of communication, not only pays close attention to
the end of semester evaluations but has also developed her own mid-semester survey to check in with
students.
“It’s nice to do something early when you feel
your comments actually might have an effect on your
experience,” Schleppenbach said. “I find that people
actually use the comment section, and that is where a
lot of very specific, helpful information resides.”
Sarah Dietrich, a junior business major, does fill
out student surveys, especially in classes where there
is room for improvement.
“Classes I like or I’ve learned stuff in, I’m less
likely to fill out the survey,” Dietrich said.
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BASEBALL

Strong start keeping Hawks confident
BRAYDEN NUESSEN
STAFF WRITER

The Quincy University baseball team has enjoyed
a strong start this season before it begins Great Lakes
Valley Conference play this weekend against Truman
State.
The Hawks are ranked 18th in the country with
a 12-3 record. They have three players leading the
team with a .400 batting average or better. Outfielder
Ryan Snyder is hitting .429 with six home runs with
29 runs batted in. Second baseman Jake Walters is
hitting .415 with four home runs and 15 runs batted
in, and first baseman David Jacob is hitting .400 with
two home runs and 13 runs batted in.
Four other starters – Dominic Miles, David
Hayes, Justin Blechle and Brynn Martinez – are hitting better than .300.
The pitching staff is led by Jake Peterson, who has
started four games, and has a 2.10 earned run average
with a 3-1 record. Teddy Rule and Cole Crawford
have been lights out in late-inning relief roles. Rule
has a 0.00 ERA with two saves in six games. Crawford
has a 1.50 ERA while appearing in six games.
The Hawks’ next home game is a doubleheader
on April 2 against Missouri S&T at noon.

Senior Ryan Snyder, shown at bat during a recent home game, has six home runs and 29 runs batted in this
spring. (Photo Courtesy of QU Sports Information)

SOFTBALL

Lady Hawks split first eight GLVC games
BRAYDEN NUESSEN
STAFF WRITER

The Quincy University
softball team has split its first
eight games in Great Lakes
Valley Conference play, and
the team has a 9-11 record.
Tiffany Harbison has
been the team’s best pitcher.
She has a 3-1 record, with
three complete games, 42
strikeouts in 38 innings and
a 0.92 earned run average in
eight appearances.
Kristen Skala, Kasey
Bradley and Meghan Quirk
all have appeared in seven
games. Skala has a 2.90 earned
run average and a 3-4 record.
Bradley has a 3.33 earned
run average and a 2-1 record.
Quirk has a 4.45 earned run
average and a 1-4 record.

Lindsey Greene leads the
team with a .323 average, with
six home runs and 18 runs
batted in. She has hit a home
run in four of her last seven
games, and the Lady Hawks
have 14 homers in 20 games
this season.
Samantha Ledbetter is
hitting .294 with three home
runs and eight runs batted in.
Jackie Farbak is hitting .290.
The team batting average is
.235.
The Lady Hawks will
play four games at home this
weekend.
They play a doubleheader
against Drury at noon and 2
p.m. on Friday, and they will
play a doubleheader against
Missouri S&T at noon and 2
p.m. on Saturday.

Junior Lindsey Greene, shown at bat during a game last year, leads the softball team in batting
average at .323. (Photo Courtesy of QU Sports Information)
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SPRING FOOTBALL

The Quincy University football team runs a play during one of its 15 practices that are allowed during spring season. (Photo Courtesy of QU Sports Information)

Hawks look to improve for next season
“We have 15 practices to watch
young guys continue to improve,” he
said. “We are a young football team,
The Quincy University football
and there is a chance for younger guys
team is looking to improve for its upthat played for us last year to take the
coming fall season as spring practices
next step in the program.”
begin.
Anthony Riley Jr. and Andrew
Normally in spring football, players Rund will lead the 50 recruits.
take part in early position battles. New
Riley Jr. (Springfield, Mo) was a
recruits also get a chance to showcase
first-team all-state selection after rushtheir skills early.
ing 2,000 yards back-to-back seasons.
The Hawks finished this past season He will give Chris Harris, QU’s starting
3-7 while playing their first season back running back for the past two years, a
at the renovated stadium. The defense
tough battle for the starting spot.
struggled during part of the season,
Rund (St. Louis, Mo) finished his
allowing an average of 38 points per
high school career with 5,817 passing
game. The offense was scored an averyards with 52 passing touchdowns,
age of 26 points per game.
while rushing 2,153 yards with 39
Hawks coach Tom Pajic said the
rushing touchdowns. He will challenge
team will use this spring to get better.
Robbie Kelley, a redshirt sophomore,

BRAYDEN NUESSEN
STAFF WRITER

for the next starting quarterback job.
Kelley played a few snaps this past year
while waiting for his turn to be a starter.
Rund, a versatile athlete, will make it
tough for Kelly to claim that starting
spot. With quarterback Nick Lonergan
graduating this year, it is the most anticipated battle to watch this spring.
The Hawks added big recruits on
the defense side with Chrys Colley
(Glen Carbon, Ill.), who will look to
compete for the cornerback position
as he looks to make an impact on the
upcoming season. Many other defensive
players will make a positive impact on
the upcoming season as well, including
all-state safety Sam Mock (Hillsboro,
Mo.) and defensive tackle Taj Jackson
from (Evanston, Ill.).
It’s not just the recruits who are

projected to make a huge impact on
the upcoming season. There are many
returners who had a good season this
past year. Five Hawks were named to
the all-Great Lakes Valley Conference
first team last year, and four of them are
expected to return and have an impact
next season.
Wide receiver Eric Poindexter is
on his way to hitting the QU record
books. He had 57 catches for 930 yards
with a league=high 11 touchdowns. He
is third on the school’s all-time list for
touchdowns, and he will help make the
passing game easier for Kelley or Rund.
Owen Schoenenberger will also help
make the passing game easier at tight
end after a big year last year.
The Hawks have not released their
schedule for the upcoming fall season.

