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He’s 
a 

doll!
CARLY BETTENCOURT

STAFF WRITER

SEE MR. GQ, PAGE 2
Freshman Matthew Sindelar poses as Ken from the Barbie doll collection during the Mr. GQ pageant 
on March 28. (Falcon Photo by Randy Swope )

Matthew Sindelar 
wins Mr. GQ

Mr. GQ is an all-male 
pageant that Alpha Omicron 
Pi, a sorority on Quincy 
University’s campus, hosts 
every year in the spring 
semester. The proceeds go to the 
Juvenile-Arthritis Foundation.

Participants volunteer to 
take part in the pageant and 
range from 7-10 QU men 
every year. The men are judged 
on categories and scores are 
totaled giving a winner.

The winner of the March 28 
event was freshman Matthew 
Sindelar, who chose to be Ken 
from the Barbie line of dolls. 
He showed off his talent in a 
handmade Barbie box and was 
dressed in fashionable beach 
shorts, a colored shirt and an 
ascot to pull off the Ken look.

Six other students 
participated in this year’s 
contest: sophomore Kirkland 
Burton, junior Durant 
Descartes, freshman Hale 



Dr. Robert Gervasi performed Ho-
mer’s Iliad in Quincy University’s Ma-
cHugh Theater on March 19-22.

“I’ve always enjoyed going to the 
theater, I’ve always enjoyed teaching, 
and I’ve always enjoyed discovering the 
ancient world,” said Gervasi. ‘This proj-
ect combines all of those interests.” 

The one-man performance of Ho-
mer’s Iliad fulfilled Gervasi’s interest in 
performing.  This was a free performance 
to attend, but voluntary contributions 
were collected to support QU’s scholar-
ship to benefit soldiers and veterans.

“I studied The Iliad in high school, 
college and graduate school,” Gervasi 
said.

But he has of a more personal tie to 
the epic saga of the Trojan War.

“Its life lessons — about war, love, 
anger, family, honor, pride and so many 
other themes — continue to resonate,” 
Gervasi said.  “An Iliad only lasts about 
75 minutes, hopefully still giving you a 
flavor of the Homeric experience.”  

This was Gervasi’s first performance 
in MacHugh Theater.  However, while 
he is new to the performance aspect, he 
is confident that this performance will 
educate those who attended.

“I taught courses in Homer earlier 
in my academic career, so this produc-
tion also is meant to keep that teaching 
interest alive,” said Gervasi. 

He was adamant in sharing this ex-
perience with all who attended. 

“I am grateful for all who made it 
possible for me to share this experience 
with you all,” said Gervasi.

Much like Homer in The Iliad, the 
poet, played by Gervasi, often calls on 
the Muses.

Muses are goddesses of inspiration 
and memory, which aid in telling the 
story.  Gervasi was not hesitant to give 
credit to his muses.

“The Quincy University produc-
tion is directed by Connie Phillips with 
a marketing and production support 
by Jen Gervasi,” Gervasi said.  “Connie 
has been an incredible gift to Quincy 
University’s theater program for many 
years. Jen also is a passionate supporter 

of all things QU. I am grateful to Connie 
and Jen for being my muses.”

The weekend that was full of per-
forming left a message with Gervasi, 
a message that he hopes will resonate 
with members of QU.

“I hope it sends a signal that the 

theater can be a dynamic part of your 
education and your entire life,” Gervasi 
said. “That’s why we deliberately offer 
a theater minor at QU, to complement 
students’ other interests.” 

It is that experience for those in at-
tendance that drove Gervasi to perform.
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QU president enjoys time on stage

President Robert Gervasi performed his one-man show, “The Illiad,” on March 19-22 in MacHugh Theater on QU’s campus. 
(Falcon Photo by Randy Swope) 

MACHUGH THEATER

SCOTTIE BROXVOORT
STAFF WRITER

Brown, freshman Josh Del Rosario, 
sophomore Reed Bentzinger and 
sophomore Calvin Shoop. The event 
was hosted by senior Leon Spears and 
co-hosted by Miss Illinois Natural 
Supreme, Hannah Roemaker.

Senior Julianne Touhy was the main 
coordinator for this year’s Mr. GQ.

“The money goes to a good cause, 
and it’s a fun time for both the audience 
and the contestants,” Touhy said.

Mr. GQ also has a penny war during 
the contest. Audience members can 

drop pennies in the contestants marked 
jars for things they enjoyed, all while 
raising money for a good cause. Baked 
goods and refreshments were available 
for sale to make profit for the Juvenile-
Arthritis Foundation.

Last year’s winner was Cory Smith.

Penny War 
also part of 
Mr. GQ contest

FROM PAGE 1
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Eyes opened on visit to New Orleans
JULIANNE TOUHY

EDITOR 

The last Spring break of my college 
career could have been spent in many 
different ways, but I chose to attend the 
New Orleans Mission Trip after realiz-
ing I needed service learning hours.  I 
knew it was going to be fun, but I never 
thought I would get as much out of it 
as I did. 

Never have I been to an area with 
so much culture and richness, New 
Orleans is truly one of a kind.  That 
week was filled with eye opening, hum-
bling and amazing moments that I will 
remember for a lifetime.  Not only were 
we doing service everyday; we also ex-
perienced the culture and atmosphere 
that is New Orleans. We ate at different 
restaurants, met amazing locals and ex-
perienced New Orleans and everything 
it has to offer.  

Each day from roughly 7:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., we were out at our different 
sights helping in any way we could.  
We had a rotation to different places, 
between the 42 of us on the trip. We 
cleaned covenants and helped garden.  
We helped hand out energy efficient 
light bulbs in exchange for incandes-
cent light bulbs, and we worked in a 
garden at Café Hope. 

After dinner and reflection, we 
traveled about and saw New Orleans.  
Where we stayed is on the edge of the 
French Quarter, so we traveled to Café 
du Monde and Bourbon Street to really 
get a sense of the vibrancy of New 
Orleans.  We experienced New Orleans 
in every way possible.

One of the main things I learned 
when I was in New Orleans was how to 
be a student servant and leader.  This 
trip really humbled me and made me 
thankful for all I have.  This city, truly 
vibrant and special in its own way, was 
completely devastated 10 years ago by 
a storm that changed millions of lives 
forever.  Hurricane Katrina and Hurri-
cane Rita ripped through the area, tak-
ing out many lives and homes.  Some 
looked to get out before the storms hit, 
others lived without power or running 
water for days.

At the Poor Clares Order, I met 
a sister named Charlene. She told me 
about the devastating effects of New 
Orleans and her story with the storm.  

She told me that water took 
over houses and washed 
away much of the city.  Fr. 
Ferd pointed out a store 
sign on a billboard and stat-
ed that the water reached 
that billboard.  I could not 
imagine a storm that big 
hitting my home and taking 
away every memory and 
every part of my livelihood, 
being left with nothing.  

New Orleans is still 
suffering from the devas-
tating side effects from the 
storm. However the city is 
slowly rebuilding its orig-
inal vibrancy.  We made a 
difference in those peoples’ 
lives by the small things we 
did.

I am forever grateful 
for this experience and 
truly opening my eyes to 
the beauty and tragedy that 
is New Orleans.  

At the beginning of this 
trip I was told that once you 
go on a Mission Trip, you are hooked.  I 
thought that was a load of baloney until 
I experienced it.

I can say I am wrong, and anyone 
should take the opportunity to experi-
ence any of the amazing mission trips 
Quincy University has to offer.

You will get more out of it than just 
service hours. 

Pictured is the group of QU students that attended the New Orleans Mission Trip. The group had just attended Mass at Our 
Lady Star of the Sea with Fr. Ferd on the first morning of the trip.

MISSION TRIP

QU students, from left, Cameron Walker, Julianne Touhy and Abbey Hibbert doing garden work 
for Cafe Hope in New Orleans
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Senior art show to be held April 27-May 17

Quincy University’s senior art and 
graphic design students are working 
hard to complete their senior art show 
exhibit which will be held April 27-May 
17 in the Gray Gallery.

Bob Mejer, a distinguished art 
professor since 1968, established the 
Gray Gallery years ago he initiated the 
Senior Art Show. The purpose is to 

showcase the graduating senior 
artwork and to educate them in 

preparing for the real world or graduate 
school. 

“I am very excited to showcase my 
work but I’m very nervous too,” senior 
graphic design student Lucy Schewe 
said. “My work is mainly graphic de-
sign pieces I’ve done in Photoshop and 
Illustrator, but I also have traditional 
and mixed media art too.”

As graduating art majors, students 

are required to exhibit their art in the 
senior show, along with designing a 
catalog for the show using their graphic 
design skills, an exit interview, and 
submitting a professional portfolio that 
includes a cover letter, artist statement, 
and artifacts showing their progression 
as a student.

“The students also learn how to 
properly hang and present an exhib-
it along with how to design, setup, 
and get printed a catalogue with the 

exhibit,” Mejer said. “This involves time 
management, deadlines, and working 
together as a design team”

“We would all love the students 
and Quincy community to come out 
and support the art students,” says, 
Schewe. “There are a lot of talented 
artists this year displaying their works 
and we hope to see you there.”

The artist’s reception will be from 
2 to 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, May 3.

GRAY GALLERY

The Quincy University Mentor Pro-
gram started in the fall of 2012. It orig-
inally started as a program incoming 
students could enroll in if they were in-
terested. However, the Connect Mentor 
program has undergone some changes 
over the years, including its name. The 
program is now called the QU Connect 
Mentor Program.

“The purpose of this program is to 
help new students make a smooth and 
successful transition to the Quincy Uni-
versity community,” said Crystal Sutter, 
Director of Campus and Community 
Events.

Many new students will face strug-
gles such as roommate conflicts, home-
work problems, knowledge of campus 
activities, and not knowing how to get 
involved around campus. Sutter stated 
that these are struggles that the Connect 
Mentors are trained to help each new 
student overcome.

“The QU Connect Mentor Program 
will help expand the knowledge of first-
year students because they will learn 
about the traditions on campus, aca-
demics, and a better understanding of 

the culture on campus,” said 
Sherika Smiley, Graduate 
Assistant of New Student 
Programs.

This mentor program 
was one where students 
who were interested could 
partake in, but it is now a 
program students are auto-
matically placed. This was 
the first change to the pro-
gram, but there were other 
changes to follow.

“The changes we have 
made include Connect 
Mentors performing duties 
and responsibilities to sup-
port all aspects of the new 
student experience,” Sutter 
said.

These changes allow the mentor to 
start connecting with the students and 
their mentees right away. It will begin 
during registration at Connect Days to 
Connect Weekend as a facilitator and 
group leader through the students QU 
Connect 100 course and will continue 
throughout the rest of the school year.

These mentors help the students get 
registered, assist the students in settling 
in during orientation, but what exactly 

does the mentor do with the students 
QU Connect 100 course?

The Connect Mentors will be in their 
mentees classroom with them. They will  
directly understand the coursework and 
how their mentees operate as students. 
Therefore, when the mentors have the 
meetings outside of the classroom they 
will be able to understand where each 
mentee is coming from and are able to 
help them more efficiently.

“Incoming students will have the 

same group of men-
tors with them when 
they come to a Con-
nect Day session in 
the summer as they 
do in March and 
April when trying to 
determine what class-
es to take or where to 
live for the following 
year,” Sutter added.

These changes 
have been done to 
allow each incom-
ing student to have 
someone they can 
go to if they have 
any type of question 
about the campus, 
classes, or if they just 

need someone for support. 
There will be 18 Connect Mentors. 

As of now they are still conducting in-
terviews and the idea is to create as di-
verse a team as possible ranging from 
different areas, athletics and cultures.

The program is on its way to be the 
best leadership training tool for Quincy 
University. Not only will incoming stu-
dents benefit, but the mentors will gain 
valuable leadership experience as well.

CONNECT MENTOR PROGRAM

Graduate Assistant of New Student Programming Shirika Smiley and 
Director of Campus and Community Events Crystal Sutter

Connecting students to change through new student programing
GRANT MEYER

STAFF WRITER
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Need a ride? Board Quincy’s Bus Transit
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Have you filled your taxes yet?
The April 15 deadline is approaching 

quickly, but it is not too late. Here is some 
information from a couple of locations in 
town that can assist you on your taxes.

Heimer & Associates located: 431 
Hampshire St, Quincy, IL, 62301 Phone: 
(217) 222-6356

Here is some information from 
Rodney Heimer for college students filing 
taxes:

• Usual fee to file for a college 
student would be $60.

• Bring in your social security 
card/number, 1098-T form, W-2s and ID

• Information intake process 
should take 30 minutes

• It usually takes about 2-3 weeks 
to deposit refund

One important tip that Heimer gave 
was to “be sure that the college student 
talks to their parent(s) to see if they’re 
filing or claiming the dependent first.”

Liberty Tax Service is at 1403 
Broadway in Quincy. The phone numbrer 
is (217) 224-4880

Anthony Bareis also provided some 
information for college students:

• Call to a schedule an appointment 
• Bring in 1098-T, W-2s, interest 

from bank accounts and photo ID
• Takes up to 21 days for refund to 

return
• Filing takes 30-45 minutes
An important recommendation 

Bareis gave to college students was to 
“come in sooner (rather) than later, rather 
than waiting (until) the deadline.”

After the April 15 deadline has past, 
you may still file, but there will be late fees 
and possible penalties for filing late. 

Local help available as tax deadline approaches

At 6:02 a.m., I rolled out of bed and 
hurriedly threw on the multiple layers of 
clothing I had laid out the night before. By 
6:19, I was out the front door of my dorm 
building and headed toward the nearest 
street corner.

On a harshly chilly day in mid-
February, I slipped as quickly as possible 
into the protection of the wind shelter at 
the bus stop. I sat momentarily on the ice-
cold metal bench, then stood back up and 
moved around to keep warm. I stomped 
my feet in place and did a motion imitative 
of bicep curls to keep the blood flowing 
through my legs and arms.

I checked my watch constantly, even 
though I did not know what time the 
bus would arrive. All I knew was that 
my bus leaves its starting point at 6:15 
every morning and runs the same route 
throughout the day. This was my first time 
taking a city bus in Quincy, one of only a 
handful of times I had ever boarded any 
sort of public transportation in my life, 
besides a school bus.

Having grown up in Marshall, Ill., a 
rural town with a population of 4,000, I 
was somewhat nervous about navigating 
around the big city of Quincy by myself. 
I would be riding to one of the local grade 
schools as part of my education field 
experience class.

At 6:35, a white bus screeched as it 
pulled up to the curb beside me. The bus 
driver, a woman who introduced herself 
as Suzie, greeted me with a smile. I yanked 
my lanyard out of my back pack to show 
her my I.D. card. All Quincy University 

students may ride the Quincy public bus 
transit for free with their student I.D.’s.

I told Suzie the name of the school 
I was headed to and she said she would 
tell me when I needed to switch buses at 
one of the stops. I already knew that I had 
to make one bus transfer at the K-Mart 
stop. I had looked up the route maps and 
schedules for all the city buses on the city 
of Quincy website the night before.

As I took a seat in the front row, the 
bus pulled forward once again. There were 
three other passengers on the bus, no 
doubt headed for an early work shift. For a 
few minutes, I stared out the window into 
the early morning sky, then crossed my legs 
and stuck my nose into a class textbook, 
using the book light I had brought.

Suddenly, a fast beeping noise and a 
red light issued from the front of the bus. 
Startled, I jerked my head up. The red light 
came from a sign at the front of the bus 
reading “Stop Ahead.” I glanced toward 
the window beside me and observed a gray 
metal wire running horizontally along the 
top of the window pane. One of the other 
passengers must have pulled down on the 
wire to alert the driver that his stop was 
coming up. I will have to learn this alert 
method, I thought to myself.

At about 7 o’clock, the bus arrived 
at K-Mart and Suzie directed me to the 
correct transfer bus. The buses are all 
identified by street names or locations 
in town, indicating some of the primary 
places along their routes. I boarded a bus 

labeled “54th and Broadway,” and told this 
new driver my destination.

At 7:13 a.m., he pulled the bus to a 
stop in front of the grade school. (I didn’t 
even have to pull the gray metal wire to 
remind him.) He told me the same bus 
would drive past that point every hour at 
about the same time (8:13, 9:13, 10:13, etc.) 
and I could just wait there in the same spot 
I had been dropped off for it to pick me up.

I thanked the driver as he pulled the 
handle to shut the bus doors. I watched the 
tire spokes glisten in light of the rising sun 
and breathed a sigh of relief, glad to have 
arrived without getting lost.

Since that first toe-numbing day in 
February, I have ridden the bus to and 
from the grade school about a dozen 
times. I have found the bus drivers to be 
cheery, kind, and helpful. Although I have 
boarded the wrong bus a couple times, 
taking a different route than usual, this 
small-town girl still has yet to get lost.

Students who do not have cars or who 
want to save on gas money may appreciate 
the ease of using Quincy’s public bus 
transit. With a QU student I.D. card, 
students may ride any trasnsit bus for free.

Eight buses operate from 6 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Monday - Saturday, with special 
schedules on Sundays and holidays. The 
buses run routes in half-hour or hour 
cycles, meaning that they will pass any 
given location every 30 or 60 minutes. 
For more information, go to the Quincy 
Transit Lines webpage on the city 
website, www.quincyil.gov/government/
CityDepartments/Transit. Or contact the 
Quincy Transit Lines main office at (217) 
228-4550.

CLE’ANNA MOORE
STAFF WRITER

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

The City of Quincy runs eight public buses in town Monday-Saturday. Students ride 
the buses for free with their QU I.D. cards. (Falcon Photo by Cory Smith)

TERESA GORRELL
NEWS EDITOR



The Minority Student Association 
hosted their 10th annual “Rip the 
Runway” Fashion Show this past 
weekend. Over the years the fashion 
shows has grown to be one of the 
premiere events on campus for the 
spring semester that attracts a large 
audience.

According to current MSA 
President, Senior Jaronica Boone, the 
purpose of the fashion show is to have a 
diverse group of students to participate 
in this event. MSA tries to sever the 
bonds on cliques, segregation, and 
inequality by presenting a platform 
for students to express themselves and 
come together as a community to have a 
clean wholesome social time.

The main goal this year was to reach 
out to different teams, organization, and 
clubs that participated in the previous 
years.

In addition, MSA specifically 
reached out to clubs and organizations 
that have not participated to be of the 
fashion show, so they could include 
everyone on campus in their show.

Students are asked by MSA 
members or they volunteer to participate 
in the fashion show.  They are then given 
categories in which to find their own 
outfits, choose music to walk to, and 
show up for rehearsals to perform in the 
show.

“I hope that the event accomplishes 
the goal. We have five students 
participating in the show that are a part 
of different organizations on campus,” 
said Boone. “I hope by them being a part 
of this event it can bring a more diverse 
crowd of supporters and bring students 
together that have not interacted with 
each other before.”

Junior Devonta Crochrell, Senior 
Kanapali Blackwood, Freshman Jamal 
Glasby, and Junior Andreana Hamlin 
were the four judges that that helped to 
select Mr. and Miss Rip the Runway.

They were judged on stage presence 
and wardrobe choices in the categories 
they were given.

The contestants had six different 
categories for the fashion show that 
included QU gear, summer outfit, retro 
look, partner walk, who wore it best, 
and evening wear.

QU gear was for each contestant 

to dress head to toe in anything and 
everything with the school’s colors or 
logo on it.

With the summer outfit, contestants 
were given the freedom to wear their 
most fun summer look.

The retro look was for the 
contestant to choose a “throwback” look 
to represent a past decade.

The partner look was for the 
contestant to choose a partner, to 
coordinate their outfits together, and 
to choreograph a walk that is unique 
for them.  Some contestants performed 
with several friends from the audience 
to add a creative aspect to the fashion 
show.

In the category for who wore it best, 
the contestant was to choose a person 
or celebrity to wear the same outfit.  
The projector was used in this category 
to present the picture of the selected 
person to see who wore it best.

Then evening wear was to have 
everyone dress in all black evening wear 
for the final walk.

This year Sophomore Kirkland 
Burton won Mr. Rip the Runway and 
Senior Brooklyn Eberle won Miss Rip 
the Runway.

MSA is already working towards 
next year’s fashion show and encourages 
everyone that enjoyed the evening to be 
a part of it for the 11th annual fashion 
show in spring 2016.
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‘Rip the Runway’ takes the stage

Freshman Dionna Anderson struts her 
retro outfit. (Photo by Chris Chapell’e)

Junior Durant Descartes, senior Cory Smith and senior T.J. Riggs were representing 
Phi Beta Sigma as they stepped for the intermission. (Photo by Chris Chapell’e)

Senior Brooklyn Eberle and Sophomore Kirkland Burton were this year’s Mr. & Miss 
Rip the Runway. (Photo by Chris Chapell’e)

JEVANTE FRANCIS
STAFF WRITER
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QU supports Bishop Ferd at Ordination

After the Ordination Mass, the church congregation gathered outside 
the cathedral in celebration. A festival-style band played as people 
sang and danced in the square. (Photo courtesy of Da’Vion Johnson)

Student, alumni, and friars came together to support Bishop Ferd Cheri at his ordination as auxil-
iary bishop of New Orleans on March 23 at St. Louis Cathedral in New Orleans.  Pictured from left 
are Da’Vion Johnson (former QU student), Matt Meglan (alum), Teresa Gorrell (current student), 
Fr. John Doctor, Mike Varrone (alum), and Katie Varrone. (Photo courtesy of Da’Vion Johnson)

Senior Brooklyn Eberle shows off her 
summer look with a ball cap, Hawaiian 
influence shirt, and cargo shorts.
(Photo by Chris Chapelle)

Sophomore Kirkland Burton in his 
who-wore-it-best outfit.
(Photo by Chris Chapelle)

The cast, backstage crew, MSA members, and contestants who helped make the fash-
ion show a successful event. (Photo by Chris Chapelle)

Junior Devonta Crochrell, Senior Kanapali Blackwood, Freshman Jamal Glasby, and 
Junior Andreana Hamlin were the judges that were chosen to score all five contestants 
in each category to determine a winner for the fashion show. (Photo by Chris Chapelle)

MSA 
Fashion 
Show 
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EXPOSED

Scott HahnDavid JacobDan Camp

It makes me look older.

My dad says I need to shave it, 
and my mom says it makes me 

look mature.

I keep my beard trimmed so it 
looks presentable.

My parents are not as sold on 
it. Dad does not care nearly as 

much as Mom. She threatens to 
cut it off when I come home.

My last full shave was Dec. 19, 
2014, so about three months.

Why did you start to grow
your beard?

What do your parents think of 
your beard?

How long have you had your 
beard?

I have a baby face and without it 
I look like I’m 18.

My parents like it when I trim it 
up, but if I don’t, they think I look 

like a homeless person.

In this picture, I had been growing 
that beard for a little over 2 

months.

A lot of my role models have 
facial hair. Theodore Roosevelt 
and Ron Swanson both with a 

great moustache, Charles Darwin 
had a wonderful beard, Thor has 
a beard. Did Grizzly Adams have 

a beard? Yes.

For many freshmen entering col-
lege, the first few month are focused on 
adjusting and settling into a new way 
of life. Since freshman Aaron Hardin 
came to QU last fall, however, he has 
spent his energy developing a dream 
and bringing it to life. 

Working with associate professor 
of English Carrie Johnston, Hardin is 
organizing a student group that will 
produce the first-ever QU television 
show series. The series will be written, 
directed, acted out, filmed, and edited 
by students.

Hardin has long been an enthusiast 

of television dramas. Inspired by the 
programs he follows, he formed the 
idea to begin the filming group last 
August.  At first he had doubts about 
his ability to begin such a big project, 
but, with the encouragement of his 
PEER mentor, he decided to pursue his 
aspiration.

Hardin was a student in Johnston’s 
Composition 111 class during the 
fall semester. During winter break he 
contacted Johnston, asking if she would 
be the advisor for the organization. She 
enthusiastically agreed.

Johnston says her role is to provide 
parameters and feedback to the group. 

“Where the series goes is up to 
the students,” Johnston said. “It will be 

their voice and their own.” 
In order to make the show as 

accurate as possible, Hardin has gained 
the support of several local services.  
Quincy Police Department (QPD), 
Adams County Defense, Adams EMS, 
the country coroner, Blessing Hospital, 
and QU campus security all expressed 
openness to filming on their locations 
or to lending personnel to appear in 
productions.  QPD police chief agreed 
to arrange for two detectives to make 
appearances in the show.

The series is currently going under 
the temporary name Exposed. Hardin 
hopes to release the first teaser be-
fore the end of the semester, with the 
regular series beginning this coming 

September.
Using the slogan “By the students, 

for the students,” Hardin emphasizes 
that the TV series will be completely 
student-driven. Positions are open for 
all roles: lead characters, background 
and stand-in actors, script writers, cam-
era crew, and video editors.

The cast is projected to be com-
posed of 5-7 core cast members as well 
as limitless extras. For students who are 
too busy for a long-term commitment, 
Hardin invites participation in one-
time acting roles.

To get involved, contact Aaron 
Hardin at hardiaa@quincy.edu or 217-
231-1421.

TERESA GORRELL
NEWS EDITOR

Student helping create TV drama series

Best 
Beards 
on  
Campus
Carly Bettencourt talks with 
three students who have 
maintained some of QU’s 
most interesting facial hair



QU CULTURE GRID

Matt MarekBrendan SaakMackenzie RiefIan Hinkamper

Class Rank

Hometown

Are you a transfer?

Why did you
choose QU?

What are you majoring in?

What is your favorite 
thing about QU?

Where is your favorite 
place to eat in Quincy?

Senior

Quincy, Illinois

This is the only college 
I have attended.

It was my best
financial option.

Business Management

The people of Quincy.

The Abbey

Freshman

Wentzville, Missouri

I have been to
no other colleges.

I got a soccer 
scholarship, and it’s a 
great place to get an 

education.

Physical Education

How the sports teams 
support each other.

Qdoba and Fuji

Freshman

Belleville, Illinois

This is my only 
college.

I wanted to play 
Division II sports 

instead of Division III.

Sport Management

The tight-knit 
community.

Riverside or
Mi Jalapeno

Junior

Coral Springs, Florida

I have attended 
one other school. 
It was John Wood 

Community College.

It was a good 
opportunity for 
baseball and 
education.

Criminal Justice

The new turf infield on 
the baseball field and 

my teammates.

Buffalo Wild Wings

THE FALCON • 9TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 2015



Cynthia Rothschild should be worrying 
about being the tech director of her school’s mu-
sical, Sweeney Todd, and making a fool of herself 
in front of her crush, Ryan.  She shouldn’t be wor-
rying about her best friend, Annie, who appears 
to be in love with the new school librarian, Mr. 
Gabriel.

At first, Cynthia, better known as Cyn, 
doesn’t think this is too strange since he’s young 
and good-looking.  However, she notices that 
whenever he’s around, she feels strange, like her 
energy has been zapped.

She soon comes to realize Mr. Gabriel is a 
demon, leading her to be very concerned about 
Annie since she is totally mesmerized by him and 
starts to bail on classes and hanging out with Cyn 
so that she can go to the library to help Mr. Gabri-
el.  As Annie begins to drift away from Cyn, Cyn 
realizes she may have to save the entire school 
from Mr. Gabriel.

I devoured Evil Librarian by Michelle Knud-
sen in one sitting.  It’s on my list of favorite books.  
It is possibly the funniest book I’ve read, as I’ve 
never laughed out loud as much as I did when 
reading Evil Librarian.

I love Cyn.  Her crush on Ryan may be a 
bit too much for you if you don’t like the whole 
I’m-16-years-old-and-madly-in-love-with-a 
boy-I’ve-never-talked-to-before thing. Normally 
something like that would annoy me, but I find it 
extremely funny and endearing in this book.

Maybe it’s just because Cyn is so awkward 
and her awkwardness leads to hilarity.  Also, 
throughout the novel, their relationship develops, 
and they become friends so Cyn’s out of control 
crush isn’t so ridiculous because she actually gets 
to know him.  There’s also the fact that Ryan is a 
really likeable character himself.  

Another reason I love this book is because 
Cyn’s school is putting on Sweeney Todd.  

I enjoyed the scenes where I got to see Cyn 
as the tech director of the musical.  She is in her 
element and I got to see how passionate she is 
about theater.  If it’s not obvious, Cyn is a musical 
theater geek.  She briefly talks about Les Misera-
bles, which I thought was pretty cool just because 
I love Les Miserables.

I also love the whole occult element of the 
book.  Cyn never questions whether Mr. Gabriel 
is a demon, like most characters do in most books 
and movies dealing with demons or supernatural 
entities.  I had a lot of fun learning about demons 
and Mr. Gabriel along with Cyn. 

Lastly, I love that Cyn is smart and brave. I 
love that she fights for Annie, even when the 
stakes are high and Cyn could simply walk away 
from Annie.  Cyn puts her friendship above ev-
erything else, and I admire that.

My only complaint is that Michelle Knudsen 
has not written any other young adult novels or 
any adult novels.  Also, I desperately hope there 
is a sequel to Evil Librarian because I hated to say 
goodbye to the characters, even the evil ones.

I recommend this book if you are looking for 
a light, fun read with a side of humor and evil.   
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Evil Librarian is laugh-out-loud read
LEXIE BROEMMER

STAFF WRITER

Looking for a new listen? Give these a try

“Peaches” by In the Valley Below: 
In the Valley Below is fronted by Jeffrey 
Jacob and Angela Gail.  Gail’s voice 
has a similar quality to Lana Del Rey’s 
voice.  “Peaches” evokes feelings of nos-
talgia for me. If you like the song, check 
out the music video.

“Renegades” by X Ambassadors: 
None of X Ambassadors songs sound 
the same.  They are similar to Imag-
ine Dragons in this regard.  Also, like 
Imagine Dragons, X Ambassadors is 
fearless of bending genres and creating 
incredible music for the world to hear.  
I think it’s criminal that X Ambassa-

dors isn’t more popular.  They deserve 
more recognition.  “Renegades” and 
“Jungle” featuring Jamie N Commons 
as well as a remix of “Jungle” with Jay Z 
have featured in many television ads.  If 
you like “Renegades” or “Jungle,” listen 
to X Ambassadors’ “Unsteady.”  It’s very 
slow and depressing, but it’s a beautiful 
piece of art.

“Bodyache” by Purity Ring: Purity 
Ring is an electronic band hailing 
from Canada.  I just recently heard of 
Purity Ring, and now I’m obsessed with 
“Bodyache.”  It gives off an interesting, 
extraterrestrial feel.  

“Reflections” by Misterwives: I 
love this song.  It’s catchy, energetic, 
and makes me want to have a dance 

party every single time I hear it.  Also, 
lead singer, Mandy Lee’s voice is kind 
of quirky, and quirky voices are fun.  
Misterwives first LP, Our Own House, 
just came out, and the rest of the LP is 
just as good as “Reflections.”

“Greek Tragedy” by The Wom-
bats: “Greek Tragedy” has a gloomy 
vibe, but I’ve been listening to it on 
repeat since it was released in January.  
One thing I love about this song and 
The Wombats is the vocalist, Matthew 
Murphy, doesn’t lose his accent when 
he sings.  “Greek Tragedy” is a single 
from The Wombat’s upcoming LP, Glit-
terbug, which drops on April 14.  

“What Kind of Man” by Flor-
ence + The Machine: Florence + The 

Machine is always perfect.  Sometimes, 
I wonder if vocalist Florence Welch is 
even real.  She must be some kind of 
superhuman.  She has a knack for cre-
ating ethereal, elegant music, and she 
continues to do so with “What Kind 
of Man.”  Florence + The Machine’s 
upcoming LP, How Big, How Blue, How 
Beautiful, is out June 2. 

“Ex’s & Oh’s” by Elle King: Elle 
King is sassy in “Ex’s & Oh’s.”  I just 
recently discovered her, and this was 
the first song I heard by her.  It imme-
diately caught my attention because of 
her sass and also because her voice has 
a raspy quality.  Combine sass, rasp, 
and the bluesy tone of “Ex’s & Oh’s,” 
and you get a knockout song.

LEXIE BROEMMER
STAFF WRITER

MUSIC PLAYLIST



If you have Netflix, then you 
may have trouble getting into a show 
that you like and are always trying to 
find something to watch while subtly 
avoiding homework.

Recently, I found a show that I really 
enjoyed on Netflix and subsequently 
binge-watched. It’s called “It’s Always 
Sunny in Philadelphia,” and it’s an 
extremely dark, but funny comedy.

The sitcom is based around five 
immoral narcissists who run a wildly 
unsuccessful Irish pub in Philadelphia. 
This is not a television show about 
friendship. “The Gang,” as they are 
called, often betray each other multiple 
times an episode just to get whatever 
they are after at that point. 

Many of their episodes revolve 
around the scams that they pull in order 
to get quick cash from unsuspecting 

citizens. Unsurprisingly, it often blows 
up in their faces, leaving them back 
to square one. Even though they may 
betray each other and often hate one 
another, the chemistry amongst the cast 
is actually pretty strong when they are 
going back and forth. The viewer can tell 
they are enjoying themselves, especially 
considering the fact that much of it is 
improv.

The episodes themselves often begin 
dealing with an important issue such as 
drug abuse, gun control, or underage 
drinking and then steadily slide 
downhill from there until The Gang is 
doing exactly what they were preaching 
against -- getting hooked on crack, 
illegally buying guns, intentionally 
serving minors beer before prom.

Not all the episodes deal with a 
higher issue, however. One episode 
was devoted to trying to find out 
which one of the Gang pooped the  bed. It made for riveting television.

If you are worried about sticking to 
the storyline and don’t want to watch 
every single episode in every single 
season, don’t worry. Rarely do any of 
the episodes relate to one another, so 
you can skip around the nine seasons 
currently on Netflix and just watch any 
episode that seems funny. That is what I 
did until I watched every single episode 
in every single season. Also, almost 
every episode is only around 20 minutes 
long so it is not a massive time-suck that 
will be a hassle to invest in.

One more advantage to this show 
is that there is no corny laugh track or 
studio audience. You aren’t forced to 
laugh at every single joke that is said.

I greatly enjoyed “It’s Always Sunny 
in Philadelphia” and would recommend 
it to anyone. It is not for the faint of heart 
and easily offended, but if you like dark 
sitcoms and morally corrupt characters, 
this is for you.
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Is it always sunny in Philly?
IAN HOWELL

STAFF WRITER

Lauren DeStefano’s latest work is as beautifully written as ever

I wanted to read Perfect Ruin simply 
because Lauren DeStefano wrote it, and 
I will probably, for the rest of my life, 
read anything Lauren DeStefano writes.

This may seem a little over the top, 
but she wrote one of my favorite series, 
the Chemical Garden Trilogy, which 
was twisted, creepy, and dystopian, all 
of which are my favorites.  The fact that 
Perfect Ruin was written by DeStefano 
and a dystopia made me beyond excited 
to read it.

The premise of Perfect Ruin was 
unusual, namely because it was about 
a society of people who lived on 
Internment, a floating city in the sky.  

The people who live on Internment 
can become anything they want, as long 
as they stay away from the edge of the 
city where they may be overcome by 
the winds and enter into a trance and 
decide to try to jump off Internment.

This may seem like a decent trade.  
Why would you ever want to jump off 
a city in the sky, anyway?  Well, there’s 
actually a lot going on in Internment to 

keep peace and create utopia.
There’s a lot the government 

is doing -- sometimes openly and 
sometimes secretly -- to create the 
guise of utopia, which is the key 
ingredient in any dystopian novel.  One 

of the practices put into place by the 
government is arranged marriages.  The 
people of Internment don’t find anything 
wrong with arranged marriages because 
they’ve never known marrying for love.

Anyway, this society is seemingly 
perfect and safe until one day a young 
girl is viciously murdered.

At this point, the main character, 
Morgan, begins to see that things are 
not quite right in Internment and she 
starts getting curious about the edge.  
Throughout the book, Morgan and her 
friends, old and new, learn more about 
their government and go on a dangerous 
journey.

I really wanted to love this book, 
but I just didn’t.  It was good, but it 
just didn’t measure up to the Chemical 
Garden Trilogy.

My main problem with the 
book was the arranged marriages.  I 
know they are supposed to frustrate 
readers and illustrate the too-powerful 
government, but they still annoy me 
so badly, especially since Morgan was 
happy with her betrothed, Basil.

A lot of books I read have some sort 
of love triangle, and they usually annoy 

me because I don’t get why two people 
can’t just be in love without all of the 
drama.

However, I was actually hoping for 
a love triangle just because I don’t like 
that Morgan has a betrothed.  I’m still 
hoping for a love triangle in the next 
installment.  

My favorite characters in Perfect 
Ruin were Lex and Jude.  Lex is 
Morgan’s brother who was left blinded 
by trying to jump off Internment.  Jude 
comes across as a bad guy, and I won’t 
tell you if he is, but I really liked him.  
Even though I had serious problems 
with Basil and a few other characters, I 
would recommend this book to anyone 
who likes dystopian novels.

Internment is a fascinating and 
infuriating place and the adventure in 
Perfect Ruin is fun.  Also, DeStefano’s 
writing is beautiful.  Perfect Ruin is 
worth reading just for the writing.

If you like it, the second book in the 
Internment Chronicles, called Burning 
Kingdoms, came out earlier this month.  
Also, you should read the Chemical 
Garden Trilogy simply because it is 
wonderful.

LEXIE BROEMMER
STAFF WRITER

PERFECT RUIN
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What led you to Quincy 
University? 

After a 39 year career at Quincy 
Notre Dame High School, I retired 
at the end of June 2012.  A position 
opened at QU for Director of Student 
Teaching and Off-Campus Studies.  I 
interviewed for the position and began 
my QU career on August 1, 2012.

What is your biggest 
accomplishment?  

I view it as a work in progress.  I 
want to be the best husband, father, 
grandfather, teacher and friend possible.  
Only at the end of my life will I realize 
my biggest accomplishment.

What is your position at QU?  
I have served the university as 

Director of Student Teaching and 
Off-Campus Studies.   In addition, 
since January, I have been working 
with the Admissions Office and have 
been serving as QU’s Interim Faculty 
Athletics Representative while Dr. 

Coffey is on a medical leave of absence.
Take us through a normal day in 

the life of Ray Heilmann. 
I normally arrive on campus around 

8am.  I try to make the “Morning 
Office” prayer service, 9 a.m. to 9:15 
a.m., in the QU Chapel as many days as 
possible.  I have a number of advisees, 
so it is always enjoyable to have them 
visit my office to discuss their academic 
journey at QU.  I schedule evaluations 
of student teachers during the course 
of the week.  On Tuesdays from 4-5:30 
p.m., I attend Mrs. Rubottom’s Student 
Teaching Seminar class.  During B 
session of the semester, I teach a Senior 
Year Experience class on Mondays from 
5-6:40 p.m.  I am available for anything 
related to the School of Education or 
the university in general.  In addition, 
I schedule a workout at the Health & 
Fitness Center every day.  

What brings you the greatest 
happiness with your job?  

Relationships with students and 
staff bring the greatest happiness to me.  

This is an institution that thrives on 
people knowing each other and working 
together for lofty goals.  I have a great 
respect for the profession of education.  
It is heartwarming to see the quality 
of student teachers and their eventual 
movement into a teaching position after 
graduation.  

How do you see the current 
standing of QU academics?  

Knowing the dedication and work 

ethic of the faculty members, I believe 
the academic standing of QU is very 
high.  What I have heard from students 
is instructors challenge them in all 
classes and are available for assistance 
at any time.  There is a great blend of 
academic rigor and student assistance.

Where do you see yourself in five 
years?  

I hope to be a part of the QU family 
and working with students, teachers, 
and staff in any capacity.

Why are you proud to be a member 
of Quincy University?  

There are so many reasons:  (1) 
the reality of the Franciscan Mission 
Statement impacting every aspect of the 
university, (2) the incredible work ethic 
and dedication of every employee of the 
university, (3) the personal engagement 
with students, both in class and outside 
class, (4) the diversity of the student 
body that provides so much richness 
to the entire campus, and (5) the 
congeniality and welcoming attitude of 
everyone connected to the university.

A day in the life of Ray Heilmann

Women’s Empowerment Week focuses on quality of a woman

The Office of Multicultural and 
Leadership Programs recently celebrat-
ed the third annual Women’s Empower-
ment Week.

The week has a variety of educa-
tional forums, social activities, profes-
sional growth, personal growth, and de-
velopment for the QU community with 
an emphasis on women. This year the 
theme was “Quality of a Woman.”

The Office Multicultural and Lead-
ership Programs sponsor the event. 
However, the actual WEW is organized 
by a committee of women who volun-
teer from the student body to apply 
their combine skills of leadership, im-
pact, mentorship, and sisterhood to cre-
ate an effective presence on campus.

Multicultural and Diversity Initia-
tives/New Student programs Graduate 
Assistant Sherika Smiley serves as the 
advisor of the week and ensures that the 
women and campus receives the nec-
essary tools and resources necessary to 

proceed in this endeavor. 
“The goal or purpose of the week 

and events is to acknowledge and em-
power women to be more confident, 
successful, and accepting of themselves 
professionally, academically, spiritually, 
physically, and mentally,” Smiley said. 
“I do feel this event will accomplish the 
goal the committee has set forth this 
year. However, at the current moment 
I’m not sure about the plans for next 
year because my role within Student Af-
fairs will be changing for the upcoming 

academic school year.”
The WEW Committee consisted 

of women student leaders on campus 
sophomore Lisset Amezcua, senior Ja-
ronica Boone, junior Andrea Brown, 
senior Arlette Dehaza, senior Julianne 
Touhy, junior Romonia Virghes, sopho-
more Tothyanna White and senior Yar-
mill Williams. 

This week is not for women only, 
but the retreat was for women only. All 
the other events are open for anyone to 
attend, learn from, and educate each other on different perspectives.

The Women’s Panel meets on Monday nights. (Falcon Photo by Amy Damron)

SCOTTIE BRUXVOORT
STAFF WRITER

JEVANTE FRANCIS
STAFF WRITER

The Women’s Council is pictured at 
right.  Top row from left are senior Juli-
anne Touhy, sophomore Lisset Amezc-
ua, senior Jaronica Boone; bottom row, 
junior Andrea Brown, senior Arlette 
Dehaza, sophomore Tothyanna White, 
junior Romonia Virghes and senior Yar-
mill Williams. (Falcon Photo by Sherika 
Smiley)

Ray Heilmann

QUESTION AND ANSWER

OFFICE OF MULTICULTURAL AND LEADERSHIP PROGRAMS
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Lady Hawks look for offensive rhythm

The Quincy University 
softball team started  the season 
off hot, with a trip to Lakeland, 
Fla., where they went 7-3 against 
strong competition. QU picked 
up wins over Grand Valley 
State, Ferris State, Cedarville, 
Willmington, Hillsdale, Tiffin 
and Concordia-St. Paul.

Since then the Lady Hawks 
have hit a slump, going 4-8 
and moving rheir record to 12-
14 and 2-7 in the Great Lakes 
Valley Conference.

“Our conference play has not 
been as strong as we would have 
hoped it to be, but we know 
that we are more than capable 
of getting the job done on the 
field as seen in Florida,” senior 
Alanna Viken said. 

Hitting was the key at the 
beginning of the season as the 
Lady Hawks used their power 
to score runs. QU has 20 home 
runs on the year, led by senior 
Kelsey Ley who has six home 
runs, two other players, Viken 
and junior Rachel Scrum 
each have four home runs this 
season. Scrum is also hitting a 
team-best .419 this season. 

In the circle, QU has had 
rather consistent performances. 
Senior Murphi Armstrong 
leads the Lady Hawk staff with 

a 1.41 ERA and 37 strikeouts. 
Sophomore Tiffany Harbison 
and freshman Emily Griskell 
have given QU innings out of the 
bullpen and some consistency.

“They have really come 
through for us and have given 
up limited amount of runs 
which gives us a chance to win 
the game,” senior Emma Topps 
said. 

As the conference schedule 
heats up, the Lady Hawks are 
looking to find their offensive 
mojo from the beginning of the 
year to help them get back on 
the right track. 

“Once we are able to rattle our 
bats more, we will start winning 
more games,” Topps said. 

QU dropped a pair of games 
on the road to Drury on March 
29. QU lost the first game of the 
doubleheader 2-0 and dropped 
the nightcap 5-2. In the first 
game, Quincy’s offensive woes 
continued as they were limited 
to just two hits. 

In game two, QU had nine 
hits and scored two runs, but 
the Panther offense got to QU 
starter Harbison, who gave up 
a 2-run home run in the first 
inning. Drury built their lead 
from there and never allowed 
QU to really get their way back 
in the game. 

BOBBY KELLER
STAFF WRITER

Senior Murphi Armstrong fires a pitch in a recent game at the Mart Heinen Softball Complex. 
(Photo courtesy of QU Sports and Information Department)

Quincy University head men’s 
and women’s tennis coach Bill LaTour 
will step down from his post, effective 
May 31, director of athletics Marty Bell 
announced March 30.

LaTour began his position in 2000 
and has run both the men’s and wom-
en’s programs for the last 15 years.

LaTour recently accepted a pro-
motion to Dean of Operations/Chief of 
Police at John Wood Community Col-
lege. He previously served as the Chief 
of Police at the school. The additional 
title will not allow him to devote the 

necessary time and attention to the QU 
tennis program.

“These past 15 years have been 
absolutely awesome,” LaTour said. “I 
feel we’ve built a very strong and stable 
tennis program and did it the right way. 
I’m going to miss coaching more than 
anyone knows, but this new opportuni-
ty is one that I cannot pass up.”

The longest-serving head coach in 
the QU athletic department, LaTour 
has guided both the men’s and women’s 
programs to some of their best seasons 
in the last few years.

The women’s team is currently 12-3 
overall and is off to a 1-1 start in GLVC 
play. They are coming off a 14-8 season. 
The men’s team is 7-7 overall this sea-
son and went 11-10 last year.

“I want to thank Coach LaTour for 
his many years of service to Quincy 
University,” Bell said. “He has been an 
exemplary teacher and coach to our 
tennis student-athletes and has done a 
tremendous job in moving the tennis 
programs forward. We wish Bill the 
best in all his future endeavors.”

LaTour has coached 11 All-GLVC 

players in his career, including senior 
Ian Hinkamper (Quincy, Ill./QND) 
and sophomore Amy Kuhle (Decatur, 
Ill./St. Teresa) on this year’s squads. 
Hinkamper was also named to the 
Capital One Academic All-District 
team last year and was also awarded 
the GLVC’s Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee Individual Sportsmanship 
Award. Last season, the women’s tennis 
team was given the GLVC Women’s 
Tennis Sportsmanship Award.

The search for a men’s and women’s 
tennis coach will begin immediately.

New job forces LaTour to give up coaching sport
TENNIS



No matter what team you root for, 
whether it is professional, collegiate, 
high school, or even grammar school, 
every team has a super fan.

Quincy University is no different. 
Though the student fan base at QU is 
strong when called upon, there is one 
voice in the stands that is louder than 
the rest.

Senior, Evan Cahn has earned the 
very noble title of the QU super fan, and 
he serves as the heart and soul of the 
Hawks’ fan base.

Cahn dresses up like a gorilla, 
Tom Brady, a blind referee and several 
other get-ups for many of the games he 
attends. He studies the opposing team’s 
rosters so that he can launch a mental 
assault on the players and coaching 
staff.  

“I want my 
team to win, and 
if that means 
c o m p l e t e l y 
crushing an 
opponent’s mind 
and spirit, then so 
be it,” Cahn said.

Though many 
of the cheers and 
jeers might make 
Cahn sound like 
a bad guy, he 
says that it’s all in 
good fun. 

C o n t r a r y 
to the loud and 
proud person 
who the QU 

community knows and loves, Cahn’s 
high school classmates from St. Mary’s 
in St. Louis knew a much different 
person.

 “I was actually pretty quiet in high 
school -- still really goofy and weird, but 
I was no super fan,” Cahn said.

Cahn is a co-founder of the 
campus organization “The Union,” s 
a collection of friends who gather to 
have fun and support the Hawks.  With 
a character like Cahn at the helm, The 
Union brings the noise and establishes 
a game time environment unlike any 
other. 

“The people at Quincy University, 
especially my fellow Union members, 
are awesome, and there is no place I 
would rather be,” Cahn said.

Next time you see a gorilla arguing 
with a ref at a QU basketball game, 
take notes and follow suit, because you 
are arguably learning from the best. 

Evan Cahn may be wearing number 
46 on the field, but he is truly number 
one in the hearts of Quincy University 
fans. 
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Cahn reigns supreme as ‘superfan’

Senior Evan Cahn 
can widely be 
considered as QU’s 
“superfan.”

JACK GAINER
STAFF WRITER

Hawks down ranked foe, move into national poll

Evan Cahn, dressed in a gorilla suit, in 
his “natural habitat” at a QU basketball 
game. (Falcon photo by Randy Swope)

MEN’S VOLLEYBALL

The Quincy University men’s volleyball team was 
ranked No. 13 in the initial release of the national 
RPI rankings issued by the NCAA on March 23.

 The RPI is derived from a formula that takes into 
account three factors – winning percentage, oppo-
nents’ combined winning percentage and opponents’ 
strength of schedule. It serves as one of several compo-
nents that go into NCAA Tournament selection.

 The Hawks (12-9, 4-7 MIVA) are one of six 
schools in the Midwestern Intercollegiate Volleyball 
Association to be ranked in the RPI Top 15.

Quincy is coming off a thrilling 29-27, 25-18, 
35-37, 28-30, 15-9 win on March 21 over Ball State, 
which was ranked No. 14 in the American Volleyball 
Coaches Association poll. The win vaulted the Hawks 
to sixth in the MIVA standings, just one match be-
hind the Cardinals for fifth.

QU then beat NAIA No. 4 Clarke 3-1 (25-23, 
25-21, 21-25, 25-13) win in nonconference action at 
Pepsi Arena on March 27. 

Junior opposite Jack Gamache was named the 
MIVA Defensive Player of the Week for the week of 
March 24.

Senior middle John Pranger goes for a kill in a recent 
match at Pepsi Arena. (Photo courtesy of Quincy 
University Sports and Information Department)
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Hawks look to make GLVC tourney
The Quincy University  men’s and women’s 

tennis spring season is in full swing.  The men 
are led by three time All-GLVC senior player 
Ian Hinkamper, and the women are led by 
sophomore Amy Kuhle.

The two teams just completed their spring 
break trip in Hilton Head Island, S.C.  The teams 
stayed in condos where they could sit on their 
balconies and watch the tennis matches.  They 
were about five minutes walking distance from 
the beach.  They had two off-days when they 
could go to the beach, go biking, shop or just 
relax.  

The women ended up going 3-1 on the 
trip.  They defeated Bloomsburg University, 
Milligan College and Millsaps College, but lost 
to Tusculum College.  The men went 1-3 on the 
trip, losing two close matches to Milligan College 
and Millsaps College.  

So far this spring the men are 3-6 and the 
women are 6-3.  

Kuhle is very positive about the team 
chemistry.  

“Our team is special because we are all like 
a family,” Kuhle said . “Along with spending time 
on the court together, we enjoy spending time off 
the court with each other.”

The tennis teams play their home matches 
at Reservoir Park, two blocks east of campus 
on Chestnut Street.  The weekend of April 2 the 
teams have three straight days of home matches.  
On Thursday, April 2 they face the University of 
St. Francis at 3 p.m. On Friday, April 3 they face 
William Jewell at 2 p.m., and on Saturday April 4, 
they face Drury at 10 a.m. 

William Jewell and Drury are both 
conference matches that will determine if they 
make it to the Great Lakes Valley Conference 
tournament. 

Both the men’s and women’s team won their 
first conference matchups against conference 
foe Truman State.  To make the tournament, the 
men just need one more conference win.  The 
women need two conference victories to make 
the tournament.  

“The two conference matches this weekend 
are very important and we would love for QU 
students to come support us,” Kuhle said.

The men and women fell to the University of 
Missouri-St. Louis on March 28.  The QU men 
fell 8-1 and the women lost 7-2.  The Hawks 
lost their first Great Lakes Valley Conference 
matches of the season. Kuhle earned a 6-4, 6-0 
win in singles to improve to 12-6 in singles play 
this season.

DAVID JACOB
STAFF WRITER

Ian Hinkamper prepares to receive a serve in a recent match at Reservoir Park. The QU men’s tennis is 3-6 this spring 
season and need one more conference win to make the conference tournament. The QU women sit at 6-3 and need two 
wins to make the conference tournament. (Photo courtesy of QU Sports and Information)



Sophomore Graham Spraker had 
one less problem to worry about when 
he took the mound for the Quincy 
University baseball team on March 21 at 
QU Stadium. 

Spraker usually had to worry about 
the condition the mound would be in 
when he came up to pitch. 

“I’d always end up dealing with 
another right-handed pitcher who 
would dig a bigger hole than I would,” 
Spraker said. “It’s great.” 

QU played their first game March 21 
on the new infield turf surface at QU 
Stadium against Bellarmine. QU swept 
the doubleheader. 

“Pitching off the turf mound is much 
better than we thought it would be,” 
Spraker said. “You don’t have to deal 
with any unpredictably either.” 

Second baseman Kory Wisdom had 
the first true test of the turf. Jes Staples 
led off the first game for Bellarmine, 
hitting a ground ball to Wisdom. 
Wisdom fielded it cleanly and threw to 
first baseman David Jacob for the out. 

“I was kind of expecting it,” Wisdom 
said with a laugh. “I was just glad it was 
me that got the first one.” 

QU had their first practice on the new 
turf field on March 20. Prior to that, the 
Hawks didn’t really have a field of their 
own, even for practice. 

“It’s finally good to have a field again,” 
coach Josh Rabe said. “We’d been 
practicing kind of make-shift -- (at 
Legends Stadium), indoors, clearing a 
lot, just all over the place. It’s finally good 
to come back out here and have a home.” 

The Hawks were never worried about 
the change from a dirt infield to a turf 
infield. 

“We’ve played games on turf before,” 
said Rabe, whose team had played on 
turf field at GCS Park in Sauget, Ill., 
against Illinois-Springfield last weekend. 
“We played on the soccer field, (so) we 

knew how it was going to react. It was a 
little bit slower than we thought it was 
going to be, but if they had any nerves, 
it was that they were amped up to finally 
play at home.” 

Quincy’s first game on the turf was 
a realization of a field they had been 
promised in December. 

“It was great. We’d been hearing about 
this for a really long time (and) to finally 
get out here, it’s really great to get out 
here,” junior right fielder Ryan Snyder 
said. “It really gives us an advantage. 
It gives us this great home field. It’s 
awesome to open up here and then to 
get two big wins.” 

And the new field has a different aura 
around it, especially for the QU baseball 
team. 

“It feels like home,” Spraker said.
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Hawks debut new turf field in style

Kory Wisdom goes to tag Bellarmine’s Austin Crutcher at QU Stadium on March 21. QU swept its home series against Bellarmine 
on the new infield turf. (Falcon photo by Randy Swope)

ANDRES MARTINEZ
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

“We’d been hearing about this for a really long time 
(and) to finally get out here, it’s really great to get out 
here ... It really gives us an advantage. It gives us this 

great home field.”
--Junior right fielder Ryan Snyder

QU sophomore pitcher Graham Spraker fires a pitch against Bellarmine on March 
21 at QU Stadium. QU swept all four games on the new turf infield. Spraker pitched a 
complete game in the Hawks’ victory win in game two. (Falcon photo by Randy Swope)
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