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QU PRESIDENT

Gervasi finalist at Mercyhurst
BY THE FALCON STAFF

SEE GHOSH, PAGE 4

Newly elected Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner is greeted before a press conference in April in the 
Hall of Fame Room at Quincy University. Staff Writer Grant Meyer interviewed both Rauner 
and former Gov. Pat Quinn. See his story on Page 2.  (Falcon Photo by Randy Swope )

QUINCY, Ill. -- Quincy 
University President Robert 
Gervasi is one of four finalists 
for the presidency of Mercy-
hurst University in Erie, Pa.

Gervasi was selected as 
one of the final four after inter-
views last week with a pool of 
nine candidates, according to a 
www.goerie.com report.

Gervasi and the three 
other finalists will next be at 
Mercyhurst, a Catholic insti-
tution of 3,500, for on-campus 

interviews 
that are 
scheduled 
to be com-
pleted by 
May 14.

A re-
lease from 
Quincy 
Univer-
sity said the potential move 
for Gervasi would allow him 
easier access to members of his 
family. He said in the release 
he remains "fully committed" 
to QU and its mission.

"I love QU, and I would 
not take this decision lightly," 
Gervasi said.

Gervasi is the 22nd presi-
dent of QU, having taken office 
June 1, 2008. He succeeded 
Sister Margaret Feldner, who 
was released from her duties 
as president with three years 
remaining on her contract.

Joining Gervasi as can-
didates for the Mercyhurst 
position are John T. Delaney, 
endowed dean of the Joseph 
M. Katz Graduate School 
of Business and College of 

Business Administration at the 
University of Pittsburgh; Laura 
Niesen de Abruna, provost and 
vice president for academic 
affairs of Sacred Heart Uni-
versity in Fairfield, Conn.; and 
Michael T. Victor, president of 
Lake Erie College in Paines-
ville, Ohio.

The finalists were an-
nounced to Mercyhurst em-
ployees Friday in an e-mail.

Before coming to Quincy, 
Gervasi served as president 
and CEO of the Institute for 
Study Abroad in Indianapolis.

Up to the  
challenge:  
A few words 
with Ghosh

BY ANDY MARTINEZ
AND TERESA GORRELL

FALCON EDITORS

Soumitra Ghosh, the vice president 
for enrollment management and academ-
ic support, recently discussed his career 
history, the development of the Student 
Success Center, his passions and his insa-
tiable desire for a good challenge.

Ghosh received both his undergrad 
and his masters in English Literature in 
Calcutta, India. In 2005, Ghosh came to 
the United States, where he received his 
doctoral degree in film studies and critical 
theory from Oklahoma State University 

ANOTHER GOVERNOR ON CAMPUSQ&A



2 • THE FALCON TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2015NEWS

Governors’ visits same, yet different
POLITICS ON CAMPUS

GRANT MEYER
STAFF WRITER

Quincy University was selected 
twice during the school year as a loca-
tion for the governor of Illinois to a vist, 
and I had the opportunity to cover and 
report on both occurrences. 

Although it was the same author-
itative position and the same location, 
there were distinct differences between 
the two visits. 

In the fall, Gov. Pat Quinn arrived 
at Quincy University shaking hands and 
waving to people in the crowd. It was a 
short stroll to the podium from the car, 
but he was guided the entire way with 
security detail on both sides. 

This was when I began to realize 
the event I was about to cover. I was 
completely underdressed and only had 
my cell phone to take notes with, while 
every other reporter was nicely dressed 

and readily equipped with a pen and 
paper.

The only thing that assisted in re-
building my confidence was that I had 
fellow Falcon reporters taking notes as 
well.

When asked to cover the event, 
I prepared myself to simply show up, 
take notes and write a story to inform 
students the importance of the event. I 
was not ready for a face-to-face inter-
view with the governor, but I couldn’t 
let the chance slip away.

Alongside fellow Falcon reporter, 
Megan Duncan, we approached Quinn 
at the same time, nervously developing 
our questions. Then, before we knew it, 
the questions had been answered and 
the night of anxiety and reporting came 
to an end.

I walked away from the event and 
couldn’t help but smile at the opportu-
nity I was just given, because an oppo-

runity like that doesn’t always present 
itself. 

The same chance came around just 
a few months later. 

Once the news broke and the visit 
was verified, I was asked again to cover 
the event. Previously, I was nervous and 
clearly underprepared, but by enduring 
the first visit by Quinn, I was ready to 
take on the challenge again.

I entered the cologne-filled room,  
where every guest was clean-shaven 
and robed in a suit jacket. This time I 
wasn’t nervous, and I strolled into the 
room with a sense of swagger, partially 
because I came dressed for success in 
my wine-colored dress shirt and black 
dress pants. 

However, my attire wasn’t what 
put my confidence over the edge. It 
was when my professor Nora Baldner 
walked up to me and handed me a per-
sonal press pass with my name on it.

It was now time to be a reporter.
I began by observing the scram-

bling crowd as they tried to find a seat 
before newly elected Gov. Bruce Rauner 
made his way into the room. 

The entrance was the exact same. 
Rauner walked down the aisle shak-
ing hands and waving to a few faces in 
the packed crowd. As Rauner began to 
speak, it was strictly business and the 
event seemed to race by.

Rauner was on a timed schedule 
and was about to depart before his next 
stop. Although the event was rather 
short and the questions were limited, 
it was the overall experience that was 
worth it.

Even though each visit had their 
differences and the governors had sep-
arate intentions, the same smile seemed 
to run across my face because of each 
opportunity.
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Gov. Pat Quinn, at podium, visited Quincy University on Sept. 23 and announced a $1.5 million investment in the university. (Falcon Photo by Chris Chappelle)



THE FALCON • 3TUESDAY, MAY 5, 2015 EDITORIAL
OPINION

‘I never thought this day would come’

As May quickly 
approaches, I start to accept 
the undeniable fact that I am 
graduating. In two weeks, 
I will be walking across the 
stage saying goodbye to a 
major part of my life.

Gone will be the late 
night Taco Bell runs, the 
random nights out ‘til all 
hours, the stressful all-
nighters, and the struggle 
between wanting to be taken 
seriously and wanting to not 
have any responsibilities.

This is it, and I never 
thought this day would come. 

Reflecting on my time at 
Quincy University, one quote 
comes to mind: “I may not have 
gone where I intended to go, 
but I ended up where I needed 
to be.”  My college career 
started at a different institution 
with a different major and a 
completely different state of 
mind.  I decided on QU on a 
whim and hoped for the best 
after a messy first year.

It was by far the best 
decision I ever made. QU 
not only provided me with a 
path in life, but it provided 
leadership experience that I 
never thought I would take on.  

I have grown as a person, 
leader and student. Greek Life 
at Quincy University started 
my journey as a leader when 
I was initiated into Alpha 
Omicron Pi. Life changed 
forever in January of 2013 
when Shannon Peters was hit 
by a car crossing Chestnut.

I was broken as I sat 
waiting to hear the fate of my 
friend. The outpouring of love 
and unity from the campus 
really showed how unique this 
school truly is. 

As I took on more leadership 
experiences and planned more events, 
I began to see my future career.  I love 
to plan events and began to get very 

good at it.
When I apply for jobs now, I 

not only have the experience but 
the different classes that show I am 
versatile.  I also have the benefit of an 
internship experience in Washington,  

D.C., that QU partnered with me and 
the program to receive school credit. 

I have grown a lot over the last four 
years and have met very influential 
people. From my crazy roommates, 
Abbey Hibbert and Tyler McKinney, 

who helped me through this 
semester and have become 
my best friends, to friendly 
faces like Robin who I have 
come to know and love 
around campus. 

When it comes to 
influential people in my 
time at QU, one professor 
comes to mind: Dr. John 
Schleppenbach.  I wish for 
nothing more than for him 
to watch me walk across that 
stage, but that is not possible.

He was always pushing 
me to strive for more and saw 
my full potential. I will walk 
across that stage knowing I 
owe my degree to him. 

My mentor and boss, 
Sherika Smiley, is always 
pushing me to think outside 
the box and never lets me 
settle for less. Sometimes I 
think she knows me better 
than I know myself, and I 
owe much of my success this 
year to her. 

From my professors, to 
my classmates, to my friends 
that quickly turned to family; 
I have been truly blessed. 
Though I did not go where 
I intended to go, QU was 
where I needed to be.

To grow as a leader, a 
student, and myself as a 
whole, I am going to take 
this experience with me 
everywhere I go.

In two weeks, my fellow 
classmates and I will be 
walking across the stage and 
moving on from QU.

The only advice I have 
to underclassmen is to enjoy 
every moment because 
college goes by way too fast, 
and, one day, you will be 
looking at two weeks.

To my fellow seniors, 
congrats. We did it!

“The start of something new 
brings the hope of something great. 
Anything is possible.” 

I am excited to start my next 
chapter and see where life takes me, 
but I will always have QU in my heart. 

JULIANNE TOUHY
STAFF EDITOR

Senior Julianne Touhy during her internship in Washington D.C.
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Senior Arlette DeHaza performs for the Gospel Warriors concert on May 1.  The con-
cert had a mixture of praise dances and singing of gospel music.  The performers 
then invited the campus to join them as well as their church family.  (Falcon Photo 
by Amy Damron)

in summer 2012.  
Ghosh oversaw the construction 

and organization of the Student Success 
Center, which was completed in fall 
2014. He notes that the physical ren-
ovation of the SSC was a tremendous 
project that transformed the lower level 
of Brenner library into the place of 
learning and study it is today. 

“It was so fascinating to see how 
quickly and how beautifully that space 
warmed,” Ghosh said.

One of Ghosh’s many passions 
is cooking. He says he often gets on 
“kicks” when explores a particular kind 
of cuisine. For the past two months, he 
has been on an Asian “kick” cooking 
Sichuan, Taiwanese, and Vietnamese 
dishes. He enjoys reading creative 
works on food in relation to culture, 
travel, history and politics, as well as 
reading philosophy and critical theory.

Another one of his passions is 
watching world cinema. One of his 
favorite film genres is Spaghetti West-
erns.  

The following interview questions 
and responses have been abbreviated 
and rearranged for clarity.

What brought you to Quincy?
When I came in, I came in as the 

Dean for Academic Support. That was 
fall of 2013, August. When the position 
announcement was made, it seemed 
like a good fit. It seemed like there 
were things I could do here in terms 
of developing the program further. It 
appeared to me that there were enough 
opportunities and more importantly 
enough challenges. Because challenges 
are what keep me going.  And it was a 
good fit for my temperament for my 
background, some of the things I was 
interested in, that sort of thing.

Are there any plans for further 
development in the SSC?

We will develop online, real-time 
tutoring capabilities as well as online 
asynchronous tutoring capabilities. We 
will develop various testing facilities, 
for instance, CLEP or DSST. That’s 
one way in which your prior learning 
can be recognized and documented 
and built into your transcript…that 
saves you time, that saves you mon-
ey, and that speeds up your journey 
toward graduation … We want to make 
(available) GRE, GMAT, those things 
that many students will take once they 
finish college and start thinking about 
grad school … We want to enhance 

very quickly and 
very rapidly the op-
portunities available 
to students in terms 
of study abroad, ex-
periential education 
(educational travel 
within the United 
States).

You talked 
about study aboard 
and the cultural experience. How 
exciting is that to have more people 
experience something they have prob-
ably never experienced in their lives?

Yeah, it’s exciting, but that is also at 
the core of what a liberal arts education 
is all about. That’s also one of the es-
sences of being a Franciscan institution. 
To be a Franciscan means, in some 
ways at least it means, to be open to 
the world in as many ways as possible, 
open to others as your brothers and 
sisters, but also being open to various 
points of view, various ways in which 
the world shapes around us. So I think 
in (offering study abroad and experi-
ential education) it’s not only exciting 
as in we are making opportunities 
available for students, but also that we 
are being very true to our Franciscan 
heritage, our Franciscan roots, and our 
liberal arts ground. 

Are there any plans for any other 
major renovations like the SSC?

The library is one of the biggest, 
upcoming, next ventures. Obvious-
ly at this point, it’s not even a plan. 
For something to become a plan you 
have to have a budget. Renovating the 
library space as well as services through 
the library takes a whole lot of resourc-
es especially financial resources. Over 
this whole semester I think, lots of peo-
ple from different parts of the universi-
ty, including faculty, staff, the librarians 
(and) our architect who works for us, 
were involved in sort of a thinking pro-
cess about how the library can become 
the library of the future. There is at this 
point, I think, a solid plan in place. 
We’re trying to find ways to fund that. 
Once we identify funding, that’s going 
to be one of the new, exciting things 
that’ll happen.

Will it just be renovations to the 
library or something more significant?

Well, in keeping with what we did 
at the SSC, we’re going to try and open 
it further (and) utilize the natural light 
that comes into that building. There’s 

a tremendous amount of natural light. 
We want to highlight technology. We 
want to highlight collaboration through 
that technology. We want to make 
those technologies available to students 
as much as possible and as widely as 
possible. We want to make that place 
fun and inviting. While it needs to be 
serious, on the other side it also needs 
to be fun and inviting. It needs to be 
a place where you can go hang out. 
While doing so, you also learn. We 
also want to think about the library a 
little bit differently, as in we want to 
think about the library in the digital 
age. What that means is that the library 
used to be a repository for books. In 
the digital age, libraries (have) become 
the gateway to information. 

It seems like once you came along 
the SCC has been coming along so 
well.  What’s the motivation?

As in ‘Why am I doing this?’ Why 
not!  ‘Why not?’ would be my answer. I 
like a good challenge. If my job some-
day — not just this job, but anything I 
do — if my profession and my vocation 
someday becomes very mundane, as 
in I’m not doing something new, I’m 
not exploring new challenges I’m not 
overcoming new challenges, then it’s no 
longer satisfying for me. Then I would 
want to find something that would give 
me that push every day. There’s a satis-
faction in getting things done that are 

good for everyone … Otherwise, what’s 
the point?

Do you have a personal motto or 
mantra?

Every single individual has some-
thing that makes them tick—something 
that keeps you going, something that 
you think about, something that gets 
you out of bed … For me, that is a good 
challenge.

If you could give one piece of 
advice to students while they are in 
college, what would that be?

Be open. Be open to as much as 
you can. Absorb as much as you can. 
Learn as much as you can from as 
many different people as you can.  So, 
really, it comes down to what it means 
to go to a liberal arts institution, what it 
means to go to a Franciscan institution. 
It really builds you up as a different 
person, as a person who is radically 
different from what the flow of culture 
is elsewhere. The flow of culture is ‘This 
is good enough.  This is what I can do. 
This is my limit. I am not gonna go 
beyond my comfort zone.’ Franciscans 
don’t do that. Franciscans put them-
selves outside their comfort zone every 
day, and, in doing so, keep themselves 
open to the world, and in doing so, 
move the world forward in a positive 
direction with them. That is what a 
college education is all about.

GHOSH: ‘Challenges are what keep me going’

GOSPEL WARRIORS



Many athletic teams, organizations 
and clubs are on the Quincy Universi-
ty campus. Some are more prominently 
known than others, but one team that is 
often times not talked about is the mock 
trial team.

This year’s team was composed of 
10 QU students and coached by Josh 
Jones, assistant state’s attorney for Ad-
ams County, and Chris Pratt, an attor-
ney in Quincy.

The mock trial team is organized by 
the American Mock Trial Association 
(AMTA). The AMTA creates a fake case 
and then presents that case to each team 
involved. Over the course of the year, 
each team familiarizes itself with the 
story and determines the theory behind 
the case.

The next step involves deciding 
which team members will act as attor-
neys and who will play the witness roles.

“Returners play the attorney role 
because there is more responsibility, but 
you can’t win without great witnesses, 
because it takes a team effort to be suc-
cessful,” Julie Holdener said.

Jones was also in agreement with 
this, because he stated the witnesses for 

the trial are, in many ways, more im-
portant than the attorneys. This is part 
of the reason that only three individuals 
act as attorneys, while the other seven 
were prepared as witnesses. 

Each of the members are responsi-
ble for preparing exhibits, objecting to 
evidence, performing opening and clos-
ing arguments, and also being prepared 
for cross-examinations.

“In short, they do nearly every part 
of a real jury trial,” Jones stated.

Since the preparation of the mock 
trial is comparable to the real world, the 
experience can give students the edge 
upon graduation. 

“The mock trial experience has ex-
posed me to the courtroom and given 
me experience by persuading a jury,” 
Holdener said. 

This experience has 
come from going against 
opponents due to an ex-
tremely successful year. 
The team received an at 
large bid to the first round 
of the national tournament 
in Memphis, Tenn. QU 
competed against teams 
from Xavier, Florida State, 
Middle Tennessee State and 
Kansas, along with several 
other Division 1 programs. 

“I am always proud to 
represent Quincy Universi-
ty and compete against the 
bigger schools,” Holdener 
added.

The mock trial team 
has competed against bigger 
schools than most athletic 
teams on the QU campus, 
which give non-athletes a 

chance to compete on the big stage. 
The team is also always looking for 

new team members, and they don’t have 
to be a pre-law major. Theatre majors 
or anybody who would be interested in 
playing a witness role is free to join.

“Any student is welcome to come 
out and see what Mock Trial is all 
about,” Jones said.
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New co-ed fraternity brings opportunities
GREEK LIFE

Students get real-life experience in courtroom
GRANT MEYER

STAFF WRITER

MOCK TRIAL TEAM

IAN HOWELL
NEWS EDITOR

A new co-ed organization will soon 
be coming to the Quincy University 
campus.

Alpha Phi Omega (APO) is a na-
tionally recognized service letter frater-
nity focused on the principles of devel-
oping leadership, promoting friendship, 
and providing service. Founded by 
Frank Reed Horton in 1925, APO is 
one of the largest co-ed service orga-
nizations in the world with more than 
400,000 members on over 375 campus-
es. It partners with the Boy Scouts of 
America in many of its service activi-
ties, though it works with other organi-
zations as well.

Alpha Phi Omega has not official-
ly chartered on QU’s campus. The ser-
vice fraternity is in the extension effort 
phase.  This process takes approximately 
one to two academic years by gathering 
a group of students together who are 
interested in the organization. This se-
mester the prospective group has gath-
ered for several meetings and has held 
service events at the Quincy Animal 
Shelter and Good Samaritan Home.

Several members of the faculty, 
staff, and student body are already a 
part of this organization. Amy Damron, 
coordinator of Greek Life and Leader-
ship, hopes that Alpha Phi Omega will 
be chartered at Quincy University by 
next spring.

“This organization was prominent 

on Henderson State University’s cam-
pus, which is where I got my undergrad-
uate degree at, so I was familiar with the 
organization to begin with. Now I have 
the time to be a member of it. It’s really 
exciting,” Damron said.

To join Alpha Phi Omega, one has 
to be a full-time student at QU, whether 
it be an undergraduate or graduate stu-
dent, and have a 2.5 GPA. You must also 
complete a membership intake process, 
which is composed of a series of com-
munity service activities that all the 
members have to satisfy.

Hazing is strictly prohibited.
Most of the prospective group that 

has formed are all new to Alpha Phi 
Omega.

The prospective group is now seek-

ing 35 students on campus who are will-
ing to be a part of this group as well as 
two faculty advisors and available ser-
vice opportunities around campus and 
the community. For more information 
or to join Alpha Phi Omega, contact the 
Student Affairs Office at (217) 228-5432.

Quincy University’s mock trial team.



“Keg Races”, an annual event where students race 
in teams to see who can finish a keg  first, saw its date 
moved to May 7. 

Originally slated for April 23, the event was 
moved back, but no reason was given by school of-
ficials. 

The event has been ongoing for roughly a de-
cade and is typically held on the Thursday of Hawk 
Wild. 

Keg Races is usually held towards the end of the 
school year in an effort to kick off the crunch time of 
the semester. 

The event previously has caused problems, not 
only within the Quincy University community but 
with the Quincy community as a whole. Keg Races 
typically occurs on an off-campus house, and often 
more than 100 students attend the event. In the past, 
neighbors around the area have complained about the 
event.

Underage drinking has also been a problem. Last 
year, Quincy Police Department officers were sta-
tioned outside the house where Keg Races occured. 
Wristbands were handed to people who were at least 
21 years old and had registered in advance. This action 
was done in an effort to stop the underage drinking at 
Keg Races. 

The Quincy University student handbook, a 

handbook of rules and guidelines for QU students 
are expected to follow, states students are expected 
to uphold and maintain “federal, state, and local 
laws as well as the University Community Standards, 
rules, and regulations.” The handbook further states, 
“This principle extends to conduct off-campus that 
is brought to the attention of the University.”

Every student signs an agreement that says they 
have read and understood the material within the 
Quincy University handbook. 

By participating in underage drinking or any oth-
er violations at Keg Races, students are in violation of 
school policies and in addition can be punished by lo-
cal and federal laws.
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DRINKING ON CAMPUS

Keg Races ‘tradition’ moved to May date
ANDRES MARTINEZ

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

‘Alice in Wonderland’ lights up the stage

Quincy University’s Theatre Depart-
ment reached out to community children 
with its children’s participation musical, “Al-
ice in Wonderland.”

Director Connie Phillips adapted Alice 
in Wonderland to the musical.  The Theatre 
Department usually performs one children’s 
play a year with outreach to the community.  

“We perform a children’s play for the 
sole purpose of exposing young people to 
the arts,” Phillips said.

In QU’s production, children partici-
pated from the seats and some even joined 
the actors and actresses on stage.  The ac-
tors and actresses asked the children ques-
tions during the play, and in one scene, they 
picked some of the children to come up on 
stage and act with them.   

“We hope by them participating in the 
show that children will come to enjoy the-
ater better and perhaps do it for themselves 
one day,” said sophomore Ann Schuhrie-
men, who played Alice in the production.

Phillips wanted to keep the children’s 
attention, which is why she added the par-
ticipation aspect to the musical.  She also 
added other elements specifically for enter-
tainment. 

Tweedle Dee and Tweedle Dum roll-
er-skated around the stage, and confetti 
poppers were set off during Alice’s unbirth-
day party.

“We work extra hard to make it lively 
and unique enough so that children really 

get engaged with the story,” Phillips said. 
“Alice in Wonderland” was performed 

four times for the area Catholic schools.  
There was one performance on May 2 for 
the public.

QU alumna Lucy Cramsey’s second 
grade class from St. Francis Solanus had the 
opportunity to see Alice in Wonderland.  

“They really enjoyed it.  They said 
Humpty Dumpty was funny,” Cramsey said.

Cramsey also said she enjoyed the play 
and thought it was well put together.

Two theater classes, Applied Theatre 
and Producing Children’s Theatre, put on 
this production of ‘Alice in Wonderland.’ 
In Applied Theatre, students practiced the 
show.  Students in Producing Children’s 
Theatre also practiced for the show.  How-
ever, they also talked about the difference 
between adult and children’s theater and the 
source of the adaptation of the play, “Alice in 
Wonderland,” and its author Lewis Carroll.  
The students also discussed what messages 
Carroll may have been trying to portray to 
his readers and how the messages apply to 
their performances.   

Sign Language Interpreting students 
also were involved in the performance.  
Rather than conventional interpreting, 
where interpreters stand off on the sides of 
the stage to interpret, the students shadow 
interpreted.  With shadow interpreting, the 
interpreters stood right next to the character 
they were interpreting.  

“It’s wonderful that they can open this 
show up to the deaf members of our com-
munity,” Schuhriemen said.

QU THEATER

LEXIE BROEMMER
STAFF WRITER

Alice (Ann Schuriemen), right, confronts the Duchess  (Emily Freier) 
during a performance of “Alice in Wonderland.” (Photo Courtesy of QU 
Theater Department)



On Friday, April 10, QU students and faculty 
received an email health alert from the Office of 
Student Affairs stating that a student living in a campus 
residence hall had been recently diagnosed and treated 
for viral meningitis.

When meningitis infects a student on a college 
campus, it often causes alarm, due to a handful of 
instances of meningitis outbreaks on college campuses 
nationwide.  Since the disease spreads so easily, it is 
often a concern in community living situations such 
as dorms. No further cases have been reported at QU.

On its website, the Center for Disease Control 
explains that college students, especially first-year 
college students living in residence halls, are at a 
slightly increased risk for meningitis compared with 
other persons of the same age.

Viral meningitis is the most common type on 
the disease.  Most people can recover from it without 
treatment within 7-10 days.

Viral meningitis spreads in the same way as the 
common cold: through droplets; uncovered sneezing 
and coughing; saliva spread by sharing drinks or food, 
or kissing; rubbing the eyes with dirty hands, etc.

Campus Nurse Annetta Phillipi wants to assure 
students that everything will be OK. “It’s pretty rare 
that meningitis spreads across a campus,” Phillipi said.

Plenty of preventative measures can be taken 
against the disease.

“I’d really stress to students to just build up their 
immune systems,” Phillipi said. She recommends 
frequent hand washing, plenty of sleep, stress-relief 
practices, and a 15-minute walk in fresh air each day.

“(Disease prevention) is pretty basic … which is 
comforting,” Phillipi noted.

In addition to building up the immune system, 
Phillipi urges students to make sure they have been 
vaccinated against meningitis. She is concerned that 
many students do not keep track of what vaccinations 
they have received, which can be important information 
to know after graduation. The Office of Student Affairs 
can be contacted for student immunization records.
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New SGA executive team announced
Quincy University recently announced a new 

Student Government Association (SGA) executive 
team. This year’s Student Government Association 
executive team is led by President Lauren Beeman, 
Vice President Aaron Hardin, Vice President of 
Finance Scott Shupe, Secretary Myron Tedrow, and 
Vice President of Marketing and Events Maggie 
McKenna.

SGA re-started its program about a year ago to 
help reestablish the organization on campus. The 
main purpose is to serve as a median between the 
student body and the president by bettering the 
campus environment. That could be anything from 
promoting and offering events and holding town hall 
meetings to approving funding and events for clubs 
and organizations on campus. 

 “SGA’s main goal is the overall well being of 
the student body and to make sure the campus 
environment is safe,” Hardin said.

SGA is beneficial to the QU campus for numerous 
reasons. It keeps the students on campus involved with 
each other and the outside community. It tells us when 
events like a fundraiser or a Phoenix night is taking 
place so we all can partake.

“I want to help make Quincy a more vibrant 
campus, and I want to help the students feel like they 
are getting the most out of their college experience,” 
Beeman said. 

The members are excited to be part of SGA and 
what they can accomplish during their term. 

BOBBY KELLER
STAFF WRITER

Meningitis on campus calls for basic prevention
TERESA GORRELL

NEW EDITOR

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

DOG DAYS OF SPRING

On April 28, Quincy University hosted law enforcement from around the city, county, and state for an educational and interactive skills exhibition by regional K-9 units. 
(Falcon photos by Cory Smith)



Hawk Wild Weekend, held April 
24-25, was an exciting weekend in 
which student teams came together 
after participating in a week of events 
ending with a series of obstacle courses 
and brain-teasing games.

Jaronica Boone shared some Hawk 
Wild history. The event started in the 
1960s and was originally known as 
“Hog Wild,” because a hog was cooked 
on campus for an end-of-the-year 
celebration.

Over the years, the event was 
changed and turned into a contest that 
would win teams money and prizes. 
This year’s winners earned between 
$200 and $500 dollars with first place 
getting to have the QU Cup for a week.

This year several teams competed. 
Due to weather, the events, which are 
usually held on QU’s “A” field, were 
held in Pepsi Arena. This year, there 
were seven obstacle courses, ranging 
from a basketball shootout to an inflat-
able horse race.

Oseretin Umumarogie, a contes-

tant of Hawk Wild, said that his favorite 
game was the meltdown, while his least 
favorite was the wrecking ball because 
it was “rigged.”

This year, 16 teams competed for 
the QU Cup. The first round sent a top 
eight to the brains and bronze round, 
which consisted of tug-o-war and a 
100-piece puzzle.

When asked how it felt to be in 
the top 8, Jordan Wilson, a member of 
Team Abel, stated, “It feels great. We 
came into this down 100 points and 
now were only down 36. We are head-
ing to the top we can’t be stopped…
Team Abel #1 you know why we here.”  

Team Abel eventually finished 
second. 

Points were based on performance 
not only in the obstacle courses, but 
also from the food drive and the air 
band competition earlier in the week.

Honorable Mention took the Cup 
this year, winning almost every event. 
Josh Schaben said it felt good to win af-
ter all the effort they put towards their 
team. He said all they were worried but 
focused on was finishing strong.
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Despite rain, competition still success

“Honorable Mention” celebrates its victory at Hawk Wild Games. From left are, 
back, Tyler Sanderson, Scott Hahn, Tony Burton, Matt Sinclair; middle, Morgan 
Niesson, Leon Spears, Kayla Nurnberger, Taylor Wakeland; front: Jackie Garcia, 
Josh Schaben, Bri Andert. (Falcon Photo by Carly Bettencourt)

CARLY BETTENCOURT
STAFF WRITER

Quincy University hosted “Late Night at Scottie’s Fun Spot” on April 10 in Quincy. 
QU’s Campus Activities Board (CAB) provided students with transportation to and 
from Scottie’s from 11 p.m. to 2 a.m. CAB covered the cost, which included unlimited 
skating, go-karts, laser tag, food and drinks for all students who attended with just 
a show of their QU ID at the door. (Falcon Photo by Amy Damron)

Competitors run through an inflatable horse race during Hawk Wild. (Falcon Photo 
by Amy Damron)

LATE NIGHT AT SCOTTIE’S



QU CULTURE GRID

Pasha YatesDeVonta CrochrellArlette DeHazaKurtwood Greene

Class Rank

Hometown

Are you a transfer?

Why did you
choose QU?

What are you majoring in?

What is your favorite 
thing about QU?

Where is your favorite 
place to eat in Quincy?

Sophomore

Nassau, Bahamas

No.

The men’s volleyball 
program.

Computer Science

Small classes and 
close interaction with 

your professors.

Qdoba

Senior

St. Croix, U.S. Virgin 
Islands

No.

God chose QU for me.

Psychology

Gospel Warriors and 
the teachers.

Panda Express

Junior

Madison, Illinois

No, I’m not a transfer.

My family did not want 
me to go far.

Sport Management

I really don’t know.

My room

Super Senior

Quincy, Illinois

No.

Scholarship money, 
and my dad is an 

alumni.

Communication and 
Graphic Design

The overall 
atmosphere of QU 

and the dedication of 
the professors to their 

students.

The Abbey
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Listening to Sundara Karma is 
like escaping to the beach on a hot 
summer day, soaking up the sun, 
watching the tides roll in, and laying 
in the sand. 

The band gives off a beachy, 
Californian vibe, but it’s actually 
from Reading, Berkshire in southeast 
England.  Band members are Oscar 
LuLu, Dom Cordell, Ally Baty and 
Haydn Evans, all of whom are still 
teenagers.  If their first EP is any 
indication, these boys are going to be a 
force to be reckoned with in the indie 
rock world.  

The first song and first single is 
“Loveblood,” a euphoric rock song 
about a reckless romantic escapade.  
“Loveblood” has a memorable melody 
that I can’t get out of my head.  
Thrashing is a good word to describe 
the song.  The percussions and the 
drums are insane and make me want 

to experience the live version of the 
song with tons of other people.  I love 
the whole song, but my favorite part is 
the bridge, which is scaled back just a 
bit from the energy in the rest of the 
song and LuLu, the lead vocalist, can 
be heard breathing — almost panting 
— which adds to the song’s brash 
feeling.

Sundara Karma recently released 
the music video for “Loveblood,” so if 
you give the song a chance, check out the 
video, too.  It follows the boys through 
a day of their lives while on their most 
recent tour with The Wombats.  The 
video also includes footage of the boys 
playing “Loveblood” live, which only 
makes me want to see the song live 
even more.  

“The Night” is the second song.  It 
doesn’t have the energy of “Loveblood,” 
but that doesn’t hurt.  “The Night” is 
slower and mellow, making it a good 
song to listen to when you just need 
to relax.  I can close my eyes and feel 
transported by the vibes in this song to 

that beach I wrote about before.
“Freshbloom” was originally 

released in the summer of 2013 as 
Sundara Karma’s first single.  At the 
time, they were all only 17 years old, 
which blows my mind because it is 
so good. “Freshbloom” is a sunny, 
infectious song that has me dreaming 
about summer.

“Waves” has a different feel than the 
other songs.  It starts out pretty slow and 
mellow, but the tempo increases and the 
song gets louder as it progresses.  I’ve 
never heard a song quite like “Waves” 
before.

It’s very interesting lyrically and 
instrumentally.  Lyrics like, “I follow the 
waves to reach the divine/ Rituals begun 
now/ We’re all drifting into the night” 
make me imagine a cult on a moonlit 
beach performing supernatural rituals, 
although the song actually seems to 
be talking about a lover with god-like 
power.  The guitars, synths, and drums 
add to the mysterious tone of the song. 

The EP will have you daydreaming 

about the freedom of youth and 
summer.  Anyone who likes indie music 
will like it. The 1975 is the only band 
that comes close to Sundara Karma’s 
sound.  Both create the same kind of 
mesmerizing and euphoric atmosphere 
with their music.

If you try Sundara Karma and you 
like it, make sure to listen to the band’s 
other songs, “Indigo Puff,” “Hustle,” and 
“Cold Heaven.”
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Indie rock band gives ‘beachy’ vibe
LEXIE BROEMMER

STAFF WRITER

Dessen’s novels follow same formula, but it works for me

Sarah Dessen is one of my favorite 
authors. I’ve read all 11 books she’s written, 
and her 12th book just came out.

I can’t wait to read it.  
Dessen’s novels are typically about a 

girl in her mid to late teens who is facing 
difficulty involving her relationship with 
a family member or a friend.  A possible 
critique of Dessen’s work is that her novels 
all follow this same basic formula, but it 
doesn’t bother me at all. 

The issues are always serious.  Some 
of them are more dangerous than others, 
but they are all emotionally charged.  In 
“Dreamland,” the main character, Caitlin, 
falls under the spell of Rogerson Biscoe 
and finds herself in an abusive relationship.  
In “Along for the Ride,” Auden has to come to terms 
with the fact that her father has a new family after 
his divorce from her mother.  Although I’ve never 
dealt with issues similar to these, the novels are still 
relatable.  The girls go through growing pains. 

Each novel features a quirky love interest for the 
protagonist. They aren’t stereotypical, popular guys 
that every stereotypical girl is in love with.  They are a 

fresh breath for the reader.  In “This Lullaby,” the love 
interest is Dexter, an unkempt, impulsive musician.  
Remy, the protagonist, is a cynical, no-nonsense type 
of person, and she has a no musician rule.    

Dessen’s novels and characters are interwoven.  
Her characters from one novel make cameos in 
other novels.  Rogerson from “Dreamland” makes a 
short appearance in “Lock and Key.”  Also, many of 
Dessen’s novels take place in the same town.  “Along 

for the Ride,” “Keeping the Moon” and 
“The Moon and More” all take place in 
a quaint beach town called Colby.  A 
portion of “What Happened to Goodbye” 
also takes place in Colby.  I love that 
these books take place in Colby because 
they give off a fun, summer vibe.  All of 
Dessen’s novels alluded to many different 
characters, towns, stores, restaurants 
and even a social media network she 
already established in other novels.  The 
allusions made it really fun to read the 
novels because I liked to get peeks at old 
characters and places and see how they 
are holding up in the current Dessen 
novel.

Dessen’s latest novel, “Saint 
Anything,” is about a girl named Sydney 
whose brother is driving drunk and hits 
and cripples a boy. I can’t wait to get my 

hands on it.  
If you like thought-provoking stories about self-

discovery, try a Dessen novel.  My favorites are “The 
Truth About Forever,” “Lock and Key” and “This 
Lullaby.” If you try a Dessen novel and like it or you 
are already a fan, then try Morgan Matson, author 
of “Amy and Roger’s Epic Detour,” “Second Chance 
Summer” and my favorite “Since You’ve Been Gone.” 

BOOK REVIEW

LEXIE BROEMMER
STAFF WRITER

A variety of books covers for books by Sarah Dessen 



“Run All Night” tells the story 
of former hitman Jimmy “The 
Gravedigger” Conlon and his son 
Michael as they are chased by mobsters, 
cops, and one extremely skilled hired 
killer during a single, bloody night in 
the bustling Big Apple. The two men 
are pursued by Jimmy’s former boss and 
best friend, gangster Shawn Maguire, 
who holds them responsible for the 
death of his only son.

“Run All Night” is a typical action 
movie: a gritty and violent thriller, 
though surprisingly touching in its 
depiction of a troubled relationship 
between an absent father and his son.

The film stars actors Liam Neeson, 
Ed Harris, Joel Kinnamon and 
Common, amongst others, in a largely 
male cast. Neeson and Kinnamon play 
the father and son duo that is at the 

center of the action 
while Harris plays 
the mobster that 
seeks revenge for 
the death of his son. 
Neeson and Harris 
give especially well-
done performances 
as former best 
friends turned bitter 
enemies. One can see 
that the characters 
are conflicted 
with having to kill 
each other, but 
each knows that 
revenge and the 
mafia code call for 
fierce retaliation 
when your family is 
harmed. Common 
gave a chilling performance as the 
sociopathic, high tech hitman Price, 
a cold-blooded killer who eliminated 

anyone who got in 
the way of his hunt.

Neeson was 
actually different 
from other action 
movies in which 
I’ve seen him, due 
to the fact that his 
character, Jimmy, 
is a washed-
up mob hitman 
turned drunkard. 
He isn’t a well-
meaning former 
CIA agent, police 
officer or doctor 
who is framed for 
a crime. It is clear 
that everything he is 
accused of doing, he 
has done. Jimmy is a 

cold-blooded murderer who just wants 
to protect his white-collar working son 
from the dangers of his former friends 

and colleagues.
The film is enjoyable, but “Run All 

Night” did not accomplish anything 
groundbreaking or extraordinary. If 
one has seen any other Neeson action 
films, they will not find anything truly 
different about this one. Just like the 
“Taken” series, “Run All Night” also 
involves a man with a very particular 
set of skills who will go to any length to 
protect his family from the harmful acts 
of criminals.

The performances of Neeson, Ed 
Harris, Joel Kinnamon, and Common 
are exceptionally well-done, and the 
characters of the film have much more 
depth than one would find in a normal 
action film. 

I would recommend “Run All 
Night” to anyone just wanting to see 
Neeson do what he does best: shoot 
criminals while protecting his family.

Run All Night comes out on DVD 
on June 16.
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Netflix’s ‘Daredevil’ creating a buzz
Netflix is home to thousands of shows and movies 

to watch, but sometimes it is unbelievably difficult to 
figure out where to start. I may have a suggestion. 

Marvel’s “Daredevil” premiered on Netflix 
recently, and it has already set the Internet abuzz with 
many fans claiming it could be the best superhero TV 
show made — at least in recent history. It not only 
surpasses Marvel’s other live-action shows on TV and 
Netflix (“Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.” and “Agent Carter”) 
but it also seems to be overtaking the shows produced 
by D.C. as well (“Arrow,” “Gotham,” and “The Flash”). 
There are several reasons it is better than the other 
superhero/comic book based shows currently on TV.

To begin, it is much more gritty and real than 
anything else in the genre. “Daredevil” does not pull 
punches when it comes to action, dialogue or death. The 
violence is bloody, savage and realistic. The dialogue 
also contains more than just “shucks” and “darn.” They 
go to a level of accuracy that has previously only been 
reached by crime dramas and the like, something that 
“Daredevil” could definitely be compared to.

The deaths, however, provide something entirely 
new for Marvel. In previous shows and movies, Marvel’s 
concept of death became very predictable: “Oh no! 
Loki’s dead, but he isn’t. Oh my! Agent Coulson’s dead. 
Just kidding. Oh dear! Groot’s dead ... but not though.”

This could go on for a while. Marvel had a penchant 
for killing off main characters only, to bring them back 

using poorly done plot devices 
and nonsensical coincidences ... 
just like the comic books they are 
based on. “Daredevil,” however, 
is different in that aspect. It kills 
characters and keeps them dead, 
for better or worse.

These aren’t superheroes with 
extraordinary levels of endurance 
and willpower; they are just 
ordinary people fighting against a 
cruel crime boss. Also, “Daredevil” 
isn’t a globe-spanning “save the 
world” superhero show. It’s just 
about a group of people trying to 
save New York, specifically Hell’s 
Kitchen, from a criminal kingpin 
hell-bent on gentrifying the 
neighborhood, no matter who it 
hurts.

These aspects of the show are 
why “Daredevil” is so attractive 
to Netflix viewers, especially non 
comic book fans. It adds a crime drama facet that has 
previously been untapped by most of the genre shows, 
save “Gotham.”

“Daredevil” also shows that a superhero show can 
be for adults. It has a level of maturity that makes one 
feel like they aren’t even watching a comic book show 
anymore. It definitely isn’t a show for the faint of heart, 
but one should not be afraid of watching simply since 

it seems to “nerdy” or “geeky” 
just because it is about a crime 
fighting superhero.

At only 13 episodes, it 
contains a kind of brevity that 
most of the other shows can’t 
claim. Most superhero shows at 
the moment contain upwards of 
22 episodes, which is frankly too 
long and is a good reason that 
people avoid them.

Even though the shows are 
good, the numbers of episodes 
are ridiculous considering that 
nothing seems to happen in half 
of them, rendering the episodes 
random fillers that do not seem 
to relate to the rest of the story 
nor is ever mentioned again. 
Thirteen episodes was enough to 
adequately explain the story and 
get attached to the characters 
before giving a tidy season finale.

Overall, Marvel’s “Daredevil” is a very good 
show on Netflix that you should watch if you are in 
the mood for a superhero show that is not too heavy 
on the superheroes as well as easy and interesting to 
follow. And if you watch it and decide that you like 
it and want more, don’t fret. There is a second season 
coming in 2016 as well as three more Marvel Netflix 
shows arriving in the not-so-distant future.

IAN HOWELL
EDITOR

‘Run All Night’ is typical Neeson action movie
IAN HOWELL

EDITOR



What goes through every college 
students mind when they decide what 
they are going to wear for the day? Is 
it to be comfy or to get dressed up and 
look nice?

The trend at Quincy is being comfy 
and wearing sweatpants. Everywhere 
you go, most college students now are 
wearing sweatpants to school. 

Michael Patterson, a junior at QU, 
said he wears sweatpants about three 
times of the five-day school week. He 
wears them because they are the most 

comfortable pair of pants he has and he 
wants to be comfy while he is in class.

Freshman Brendan Niggemeier 
said he wears sweatpants every day for 
class. He said he wears them because 
they are loose-fitting, comfortable and 
it takes no time to dress each morning. 

Students nowadays seem to worry 
less about getting dressed up for class. 
Patterson and Niggemeier both said it 
allows them to sleep a bit longer before 
class, and then they can just throw 
sweatpants on and a shirt and go. They 
can be out of the room and walking to 
class within a few minutes.

“I have 4 years left before I have to 

dress up every day for work, so why not 
be comfortable for the last few years 
before the real world,” Niggemeier said. 

That is one of the major reasons he 
thinks sweatpants are so big. 

“If students are comfortable in 
class, then they are more likely to pay 
attention and then get better grades. If 
I was to wear jeans or nice pants that 
are uncomfortable, then I would be 
more worried about trying to get comfy 
while I listen to a teacher for an hour 
or so than paying attention,” Patterson 
said. 

Niggemeier thinks there is a time 
and place however for wearing sweat-

pants.
“You need to understand that 

wearing sweatpants every day is not a 
bad thing unless you have a presenta-
tion or something of that nature,” he 
said. “If you have a presentation to give, 
then you do have to look somewhat 
professional and you can throw your 
sweatpants on after class.”

Sweatpants seem to be taking over 
at Quincy University,. and that is due 
to the comfort ability, how it takes no 
time to get ready, and the ability to 
concentrate on class instead of trying to 
get comfortable or wondering how you 
are looking. 
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Campus deals with sweatpants epidemic
JUSTIN BLECHLE

STAFF WRITER

Got stress? Try these study tips for finals week

It is that time of year again. Fi-
nals week is quickly approaching.

After researching study tips 
through USA Today, Business Insider, 
and The Huffington Post, here is a 
condensed list of helpful study tips 
to keep a student productive and less 
stressed during finals week. 

1. Make a to-do list filled with ev-
erything left to do and the due dates. 
Then divide your time left wisely to 
finish projects. Give yourself little 
chunks of time every day to study for 
cumulative tests so you are not over-
whelmed the night before. 

2. Skim over chapters. When you 
sit down to read every page of every 
chapter before the test, your brain 
does not process the information 
given as much. So skim over chapters. 
Look at key words, headlines, foot-
notes and chapter reviews to get a full 
gist of what the chapter is saying. 

3. Study in chunks. As much as 
finals week wants you to cram, don’t 
do it. Give yourself 20 to 50 minutes 
of study time, then 10 minutes of 
break.  You will retain the informa-
tion more and won’t be as stressed.

4. Put away the smart phone and Internet. Take 
yourself away from Twitter, Facebook and Instagram 
for the time. Focus on only your studying. If you are 
in the library, leave the phone at home. This removes 

temptation. 
5. Study groups are always a good thing. Ask your 

classmates if they want to get together for a couple 
hours and go over the material that will be on the 
exam.   

6. Make sure you get up and 
move. Cardio can help get your mind 
on track. So take jog, go for a brisk 
walk, or dance around for 20 min-
utes.

7. Eat right and drink plenty of 
water. Try to avoid the highly pro-
cessed stuff and instead of energy 
drinks. Try lots of water with the 
occasional cup of coffee to stay hy-
drated and alert. Try fruit as a natural 
stimulant because of the sugar. 

8. Meet with your professor to 
discuss any problems or confusion 
you may have with the material. 
Having conversations with your 
professors can help you understand 
the material more and lower your 
anxiety.

9. Silence is golden. Find a quiet 
study place that works for you. For 
some it may be the library, for others 
it may be the SSC, but finding a quiet 
place to zone in on your studies will 
help you concentrate more. 

10. Try not to stress too much. 
Finals are a time where students lose 
themselves in the struggle of study-
ing, finishing projects, and stressing 
over life.  When you find yourself 
stressing out over something, take a 

step back and breathe. Stressing yourself out is not 
going to make it better.

Also be sure to use your resources such as the 
SSC and your professors. Just know you are not alone.

JULIANNE TOUHY
STAFF WRITER

FINAL EXAMS



Having a roommate is an ad-
venture for students at Quincy Uni-
versity.  Some students shared their 
oddest encounters with roommates.

“This winter, my roommate 
was making tacos in the confection 
oven.  All five of us were sitting in 
the kitchen talking and then all 
the sudden he screams, “Fire!” We 
looked down, and the tacos were 
engulfed in flames. My roommate 
had the bright idea to blow on it to 
try and put the fire out.  That only 
made it worse as the whole oven 
went into flames.  He then proceed-
ed to pull the oven out of the wall 
and throw it on the ground because 
it was so hot.  He picked up some 
gloves and threw the oven outside 
in the snow. After kicking snow 
into the oven, the fire was finally 
out.  The fire did not destroy the 
oven because the next day we were 
able to cook pizza rolls in it.” 

– Rave Cave Household
“Last year I had just bought 

an apartment off campus.  I went 
to Wal-Mart to go shopping for 

groceries. This guy was in the same 
aisle as me and broke the ice by 
saying, “Oh I see you are looking at 
the ranch (dressing). Do you like 
ranch? Because I love it.”  He then 
said he was new to town and I told 
him I was looking for a roommate 
because I just signed a lease to my 
apartment. The man asked if he 
could come by and check it out 
and I agreed.  Two weeks later, the 
weird man I met in the Wal-Mart 
ranch dressing aisle signed a lease 
to become my roommate.” 

– Kory Wisdom
“Before Quincy University, I 

went to Austin Peay University.  I 
lived at the baseball house and peo-
ple came and went as they pleased.  
This one guy in particular decided 
he was just going to crash at our 
place on the couch, so technically 
he was a roommate of ours, but he 
did nothing to help out around the 
house.  We confronted him about 
it, and he said he would go grocery 
shopping for us.  He came back 
an hour later with three cartons of 
eggs and that was all he had.” 

–Tommy Hager
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Injured? Have fun getting around campus

Student athletes combine to make up roughly 50 
percent of the Quincy University student body, and 
athletes get injured. It’s common to see student/ath-
letes hobbling across campus on their way to class.

A school with such an injury-inclined student 
population would certainly make sure that all of their 
facilities could accommodate them, right?

All non-residential on-campus buildings have a 
wheelchair accessibly ramp leading into the building. 
The Brenner Library, Health and Fitness Center, Fran-
cis Hall, and North Campus also come equipped with 
an elevator which allows students unable to climb the 
stairs to get to class.

Are these accommodations enough though? 
Sophomore basketball Nia Roth does not think so. She 
has experienced several leg injuries  — four of which 
required invasive knee surgery, thus leaving her on 
crutches for extensive periods of time.

“Getting to class is definitely one of the biggest 
struggles that comes with a leg injury while at school,” 

Roth said.
To enter Francis Hall without using stairs, a stu-

dent must enter through the ground level door next 
to the Hawk Hangout, go down a ramp, scan their 
student ID while pushing the auto-open button, then 
make a left having to hike half the length of the build-
ing to the elevator, where they sometimes have to wait 
up to five minutes for the doors to open. Once they 
reach their classroom door, they have to find a way to 
balance while swiping their ID yet again and having to 
pull open a door.

To exit Francis Hall, they would have to retrace 
their steps all the way back to the Hawk Hangout 
ground level exit. What if they needed to get to the 
library though? This would require the long journey 
all the way around Francis Hall, then down the ramp 
found in front of the Brenner Library. 

In the end, students on crutches reach their desti-
nation, but does that mean that QU is really handicap 
accessible?

“Getting to class was tough, but what’s worse is 
that I live on the fourth floor of Willer Hall, which has 
no elevator. I was forced to hop on one leg all the way 

up to my room which is pretty hard,” Roth said.
Willer Hall has only two ground level suites and 

no elevator. Woods Hall requires the use of stairs to 
enter a majority of the rooms. Both Helein and Gar-
ner are about the same, both requiring the use of stairs 
to get to the rooms with the exception of one floor in 
Garner.

The Student Living Center and Friar Hall come 
with ramps and elevators leading to each floor.

What about a student who uses a wheelchair? Ian 
Howell, a junior, is majoring in journalism and has 
been getting around campus for nearly three years.

He says QU is handicapped accessible, but he only 
goes to the main campus classrooms. He has never 
experienced the dorm life on campus because he is a 
commuter.

“North Campus is also a bit difficult to get around 
in, but the new construction has made it somewhat 
better,” he said Howell.

Howell said any improvements that might be made 
in the future to QU’s accessibility would not affect him, 
but he hopes things improve for future students.

JACK GAINER
STAFF WRITER

Strange tales of roommates

Shannon Peters is covered in colored powder as she participates in the Strides for Shan-
non color run on April 11. Alpha Omicron Pi sponsored the third annual fundraiser. (Falcon 
Photo/Randy Swope)

DAVID JACOB
STAFF WRITER

LIVING ON CAMPUSSTRIDES FOR SHANNON



Opinions on the dining ser-
vices here at QU vary to say the 
least, with issues like question-
able taste, sometimes long wait 
times and high prices. But one 
part about QU dining services 
is appreciated by most students, 
and that is Robin Hummert.

Hummert works at the 
Hawk’s Hangout, the UC, and 
can readily be found doing a lit-
tle bit of everything. 

It is often hard not to smile 
as she gives each student a warm 
“Hi, how are you?” calling each 
student by their name.

It is easy to see why Hum-
mert is the people’s choice as 
favorite dining service employ-
ee, due not only to her friendly 
greetings and hard work at the 

UC but also by her booming 
personality. Hummert can be 
found at an abundant amount 
of QU sporting events with her 
trademark cowbell bringing 
the noise and cheering on the 
Hawks.

Hummert brings some-
thing special to campus. She is 
born and raised in Quincy, she 
is married to her husband Jim, 
and she is the mother of two 
children. 

“I can tell some days when 
a student is stressed out or tired 
so I try to give them a smile to 
get one back because I think 
that whatever is bothering them 
could be a lot worse,” she said. 

When you see Robin in the 
UC, don’t be afraid to return 
her smile in appreciation for the 
warmth that she shows QU stu-
dents for 14 years.
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Hummert friendly to all who dine at UC
JACK GAINER

STAFF WRITER

Name of campus paper 
dates back to 1929

Although Quincy University’s mas-
cot is the Hawk, the school’s newspaper 
is called the Falcon.

The very first issue of the Falcon 
was published in 1929, but the curiosity 
of how the name came about was some-
thing the students in my Publication 
Workshop class couldn’t seem to answer. 

The Falcon, according to bird-lo-
re, is set free to hover over a particular 
area and to wait on its prey. When the 
bird sees an objective, it swoops down 
to snatch the prey. This information, 
however, was not satisfying enough for 
the class. Hard evidence was needed.

The mystery began when the answer 
wasn’t found, but the investigation start-
ed as soon as the creaky wooden door to 
the Falcon’s office space was unlocked. 
Yellowing newspapers were scattered ev-
erywhere, which provided an old, musty 
smell to the room. Driven to find the an-
swers the old newspapers, desk drawers, 

and labeled boxes were searched. 
However, nothing seemed to reveal 

why the paper had been named the Fal-
con. The newspapers gave off an old-
time smell. The oldest issue found in 
the office was from the early 70’s. This 
is where the frustration set in and the 
need to dive deeper into the investiga-
tion began.

The next place to search was Bren-
ner Library. After getting access to the 
library’s archives, the very first Fal-
con publication was discovered. This 
is where the missing puzzle piece was 
found. 

The 1929 Falcon article stated that 
after a considerable amount of delib-
eration and discussion, the Falcon was 
chosen to be the most appropriate and 
expressive. 

“Like the bird-lore states, the Fal-
con will hover over a definite territory—
Quincy College, and will ever be on the 
alert for the appearance of its prey-inter-
esting and significant news,” the editor of 
the article stated.

GRANT MEYER
STAFF WRITER

It’s that time of the year again, 
the season that we have all grown 
to dread. That’s right: It is time to 
scramble to figure out housing for 
next year.

 Housing has been nothing oth-
er than frustrating, confusing, and 
in many cases unfair to many stu-
dents. 

“Selection time depends on 
credit hours, year level, and GPA,” 
said Jason Amezcua of the office of 
student affairs. 

The question is, is this fair? 
Many students at QU think that 
changes need to be made to the sys-
tem. 

“I am a junior in college, I have 
lived on campus for two years, and 
the dorm quality is far from ade-
quate,” said junior Nick Genova.

In addition to not having the 
option to live off campus, unless 

students have senior standing, it is 
next to impossible to get into their 
desired dorm. 

This struggle forces younger 
students to cheat the system in a way 
by getting a senior living off campus 
to say that they are living with them 
so that they can take advantage of 
the senior’s early selection time. 

This is why a fair amount of 
underclassmen in the most desired 
dorms like the SLC and Willer Hall. 

If the housing selection process 
forces students to cheat the sys-
tem, then the question that many 
students asks is, “Is there another 
way?”

“The school should not hold 
scholarship money over student 
heads. If they want to live off cam-
pus,  they should be able to,” said 
David Jacob.

Housing needs to be simplified 
for everyone’s benefit.

JACK GAINER
STAFF WRITER

It’s time to simplify
housing procedure

Robin Hummert rings up a customer in the UC. She always gives students a warm ‘Hi, how are 
you? and calls students by their first name. (Falcon Photo by Cory Smith) 
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The 2015 Quincy University foot-
ball spring game marked the end of an 
era. 

Since the Hawks moved to Flinn 
Stadium in the fall of 2011, they did not 
necessarily have a stadium that had a 
feeling of being their own.

The spring game was QU’s last 
game to be played at Flinn Stadium. The 
Hawks will move back to QU Stadium 
after the renovations to the field are 
completed. 

The new stadium brings the Hawks 
home, and brings the excitement of on 
campus games to be enjoyed by Quin-

cy University students and the Quincy 
public.

Through losing seasons, a rebuild-
ing process, and the hiring of head 
coach Tom Pajic, the era at Flinn Sta-
dium was full of ups and downs. Pajic 
is starting to see more ups than downs 
however.  

Last season marked the Hawks’ first 
winning record (6-5) since 2008.  Bring-
ing back an experienced core group of 
players, coupled with strong senior 
leadership, the spring game proved as a 
sign of more good things to come this 
upcoming season. 

In fact, the Hawks only graduated a 
handful of players and will be bringing 
back 120 players for the 2015 campaign. 

There are big shoes to fill with offensive 
lineman Kyle Lomprez and linebackers 
Ike Onike and Dan Camp being among 
those graduating.  

The good news for Pajic is the 
young core at QU seems capable of step-
ping up.  In a modified scoring game, 
the Brown squad (offense) outscored 
the White squad (defense) 23-19. There 
were no stats kept in the game, but three 
touchdowns were scored.  

Redshirt-freshman tailback Chris 
Harris, the GLVC Freshman of the Year, 
scored a touchdown on a goal-line dive.  
Harris had a break-out freshman sea-
son where he set a GLVC record seven 
touchdowns in a game. 

Senior quarterback Nick Lonergan 

connected with freshman wide receiv-
er Ryan Finders on a post route for a 
touchdown. 

Freshman quarterback Robbie Kel-
ley tossed a touchdown pass to fresh-
man wide receiver D.J. Daughtry.  

The 2014 recruitin class proved to 
provide several game-ready players. Re-
ceivers Daughtry and Finders scored, 
and Kelley should be a solid fill-in to 
Lonergan. 

The Hawks will open the 2015 sea-
son on the road against Northern Mich-
igan on Sept. 1, and they will play their 
first home game on Sept. 19 against Lin-
coln.
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Hawks pack to come back home

An announcement was made in December that a 
$4 million investment was going to be directed towards 
the renovation and rebirth of QU Stadium.  When the 
announcement was made, the initial statement re-
leased ensured that the stadium would be completed 
and ready for the 2015 season. 

So where does the stadium currently stand in 
terms of construction progress?  Will it be ready for 
the home opener on Sept. 19? Rob Mallory, assistant 
athletic director at Quincy University, is confident that 
everything will go as planned.  

“Every time I go out there (to the stadium), it 
seems significant progress has been made,” Mallory 
said.  “Construction on the new football facility is pro-
gressing nicely and is on schedule.”

The installation of the turf already is completed 
and actually has exceeded expectations. 

“Installation of the new turf playing surface is 
complete and looks even better than we could have 
hoped,” Mallory said.  

When currently looking at the stadium, the field 
looks great, but the area surrounding the field is not 
looking close to completion.  Mallory ensured that 
there is nothing to worry about.  

“All of the foundation work for the press box 
building is finished, and they have started laying con-
crete block for the exterior walls,” Mallory said.  

It is important to realize that the building pro-
cess is something that does not get completed over-
night.

“Installation of the new seating area should begin 

mid-summer,,” Mallory said, “While there is still a lot 
of work to be done, including concrete walkways and 
landscaping, all work on the stadium is on schedule to 
be completed by Sept. 1.” 

Permits for construction still need to be secured 
for the new locker room and office space. 

“This is not delaying any work on that building at 
this time,” Mallory said. “The timeline for construc-
tion on that facility is shorter due to the type of con-
struction and materials being used.”  

While this process is taking time, once again Mal-
lory is very confident that everything is still on sched-
ule for completion. 

“We are still anticipating that to be completed pri-
or to the start of the season,” Mallory said. 

While Mallory’s words are comforting to Hawks 
fans, seeing the stadium completed in its entirety will 
be even sweeter.  The Hawks’ home opener is sched-
uled for Sept. 19 against Lincoln.

SCOTTIE BRUXVOORT
STAFF WRITER

Stadium progress going on as planned

Construction continues to be done at QU Stadium. While the actual turf has been laid down, work on the grand-
stand and press box is still ongoing. Assistant athletic director Rob Mallory is confident the field will be ready for 
the home opener on Sept. 19 against Lincoln. (Falcon photo by Cory Smith)

SCOTTIE BRUXVOORT
STAFF WRITER



The Quincy University baseball won its 11th 
straight game, completing a four-game sweep over the 
University of Missouri-St. Louis at QU Stadium on 
May 2-3. With the sweep, Quincy clinched the West 
Division of the Great Lakes Valley Conference ahead 
of William Jewell. 

In addition to the West crown, the Hawks clinched 

the No. 1 overall seed in the GLVC 
Tournament, which starts on May 7 in 
Wesfield, Ind. QU will play Missouri 
S&T in its first game. The Hawks won 
the series against the Miners, taking 
three of four in Rolla, Mo. 

The Hawks also will be looking to 
lock up the top seed in the Midwest 
Region of the NCAA Tournament. 
The Hawks sat second in the most re-
cent region rankings behind William 
Jewell heading into the past weekend’s 
set of games. With the top seed in the 
region, Quincy would host the region 
tournament. 

The Hawks’ 11-7 victory in Game 
1  against UMSL clinched the West 
crown. QU jumped to an 11-2 lead, 
before the Tritons made a comeback. 
Jason O’Brien came in relief for the 
Hawks, who led 11-5 after six in-
nings. O’Brien surrendered a two-run 
home run in the top of the seventh in-
ning, but settled back in and got three 
straight outs to claim the win. 

In the nightcap on Sunday, 
Brandon Ley pulled off  some clutch 
pitching to seal the sweep. With QU 
clinging to a 3-2 lead with the bases 
loaded in the top of the eighth inning, 
Ley struckout Dylan Fieth to end the 
threat. 

Teddy Rule picked up the save in 
the ninth inning after putting runners 
on the corners, giving QU a 3-2 vic-
tory. Dominic Miles had a two-run 
triple and Ryan Snyder had an RBI 
single for the Hawks.

Justin Blechle played hero in the 
nightcap win on Saturday. He had a 
game-winning solo home run and 
also threw out UMSL’s Kevin Smith 
from center field at the plate for the 
final out to preserve QU’s 2-1 win. 

In game one, Miles and J.P. 
Meyer hit back-to-back home runs 
in the third inning to help the hosts 
take the lead. Brynn Martinez add-
ed a home run in the sixth inning as 
QU won the first game 5-4.

QU will look to better last year’s GLVC Tourna-
ment result. The Hawks made an unlikely run to the 
GLVC title game but lost 2-1 to Drury.
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Clean Sweep!
Hawks clinch GLVC West Division

Justin Blechle’s homer put Quincy ahead in the second game of Satur-
day’s doubleheader against Missouri-St. Louis, and he saved the victory 
by throwing out the potential tying run at home plate. (Photo Courtesy 
of QU Sports Information)

BY THE FALCON STAFF

GLVC TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE 

THURSDAY, MAY 7
Game 1
#4 Truman State vs. #5 Southern Indiana 
Game 2 
#8 Missouri S&T vs. #1 Quincy
Game 3 
#3 William Jewell vs. #6 Bellarmine
Game 4
#2 Indianapolis vs. #7 Drury
Game 5
Game 1 Loser vs. Game 2 Loser
Game 6 
Game 3 Loser vs. Game 4 Loser
FRIDAY, MAY 8
Game 7 
Game 1 Winner vs. Game 2 Winner
Game 8 
Game 3 Winner vs. Game 4 Winner
Game 9
Game 5 Winner vs. Game 7 Loser 
Game 10 
Game 6 Winner vs. Game 8 Loser
SATURDAY, MAY 9
Game 11
Game 7 Winner vs. Game 10 Winner
Game 12
Game 8 Winner vs. Game 9 Winner
Game 13
Game 11 Winner vs. Game 11 Loser (if 1st loss)
SUNDAY, MAY 10
Game 14
Game 12 Winner vs. Game 12 Loser (if 1st loss)
Game 15 
GLVC Championship Game
Game 11/13 Winner vs. Game 12/14 Winner

Games listed in bracket order, tournament is 
double-elimination fomat.
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