
The state of Illinois has entered a state 
of financial crisis.

Recently, passed by the House, a bill 
landed on the desk of first-time governor, 
Bruce Rauner. This bill contained the 
education budget, pensions, and salaries 
owed to state workers. For the bill to be 
put into effect, the governor must sign his 
approval.

In July, Rauner made the decision 
to veto the bill presented to him by 
budget lawmakers. The education budget 
included $370 million to aid college 
students in paying tuition. As a result, 
students across Illinois have been denied 
the Monetary Award Program (MAP) 
grant.

The students of Quincy University 
have not been left exempt. Should the 
funds not be released by the State of 
Illinois, it will impact 288 QU students.

“I will be forced to transfer schools, 
probably to a community college. Either 
that or I will have to take out more loans,” 
QU student Christian Mazon said.

Along with the remainder of the 
Illinois population, Quincy students and 
faculty want to know why they are buried 
in such a budget deficit.

Rauner has found it difficult to come 
to an agreement with much of what 
Democrats have presented. He and the 
Democrats have opposing agendas and 
neither want to give into the other.

There are some that hold the belief 
that both sides need to find common 
ground. 

“We have to get together, talk, 
negotiate, do some cuts, and do some 

new revenue. There should be a balanced 
approach,” Speaker of the House of Illinois 
Mike Madigan said.

To emerge from the deadlock that 
would entrench the middle and lower 
class, it is vital that the Democrats and 
Rauner meet halfway, but neither side 
looks to give up any ground.  

“He can exhaust us, but he can’t defeat 
us,” Illinois state Sen. William Delgado 
said. 

Rauner has said that he predicts the 
standoff will end sometime in January, but 
any day now would be just as fine. 

QU students affected by this political 
battle have been left wondering how they 
will pay for their schooling. 

“If I don’t receive the MAP grant, I 
will be short $2,007, and so I’ll have to 
take out another loan,” Sydney Allen said.

QU officials have reassured the Hawk 

community that they will do the best they 
can in aiding their students. 

On Nov. 2 in the Hall of Fame Room, 
the university hosted a Town Hall meeting 
to address questions, clarify information, 
and identify ways it can advocate for its 
students impacted by the state’s failure to 
release these funds. Students asked many 
questions, and President Robert Gervasi 
was willing to answer as many as needed.

Following through with the promise 
of aiding its students, the university has 
advised its Illinois students to schedule 
individual meetings with the Business 
Office because personal finances differ. 
Also, Gervasi has assured the situation at 
hand will not hold up class registration, 
and for seniors, transcripts will not be 
held up.

However, someone has to get paid. 
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QU students feeling lost
without MAP (money)

Students gather in the Senate Rotunda to participate in a rally  advocating for Illinois 
MAP Grants. (Submitted photo by Jason Amezcua)
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SEE MAP GRANTS, PAGE 2
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Out with the old and in 
with the new.  Quincy Uni-
versity is launching its new 
website on Dec. 1.  The process 
began in the fall semester of 
2014 when a group of students 
were selected to go down to 
St. Louis and voice their ideas 
to website design company 
Matchbox Design Group.

After multiple meetings 
and effective feedback, Match-
box Design Group started to 
build the format of what the 
site was going to look like.  
They designed the template 
and handed it over to QU to 
fill in the information.

“It is about time we did 
something about the website.  
It’s outdated, too wordy, and 
very bland looking,” junior 
Nick Genova said.

Heidi Meyer, Director of 
Marketing and Communica-
tion at QU, is the mastermind 
behind the whole project.  

“I came to Quincy Univer-
sity two and a half years ago, 
and one of my main goals from 
the start was to change the 
usability of the website,” Meyer 
said.  “I wanted to create a 

website that was user friendly 
for the internal audience as 
well as students coming to 
QU.”

The new website meshes 
together two different kinds 
of worlds.  The old site talked 
to both current students and 
a prospective audience, but 
it was so cluttered that it was 
confusing to everyone. The 
new website is catered for both 
types of students in a much 
simpler format that is easy to 
access.  Most prospective stu-
dents are looking for academic 
areas of interest, financial, 
and affordability, and this site 
breaks it down for them much 
easier.

The new version of 
the website will have more 
pictures, videos, and simpler 
content to appeal to the eye.  
Unlike the old website, the 
new one will have up-to-date 
information so students can 
use it more often so that they 
know what is going on around 
campus. The content will be 
written more editorially, and it 
will be less lengthy.  Another 
feature of the website is that it 
will incorporate social me-
dia.  If a student tags Quincy 
University in a photo on 

Instagram, that picture will 
immediately be uploaded to 
the website.

“Something we decided to 
do was not data dump.  This 
means that we did not take the 
information from the old web-

site and use it for the new site,” 
Meyer said.  “The majority of 
the content on the new site 
is updated information with 
pictures and videos of students 
that actually go here now.”

A major problem with 

the old site was that it was not 
search engine optimization 
(SEO) compatible.  This means 
if someone from Florida want-
ed to look for a school with a 
good aviation program, QU 
would not pop up on search 
engines from farther distances. 

“I feel like people are go-
ing to find out it is a lot more 
user friendly than our old site 
was,” Meyer said.

The new site has a search 
box that is useful to everyone, 
including parents.  In the 
academic program, there is a 
box after each class listing with 
a professor’s email so a student 
or an incoming student can 
interact with that professor.  
There are also recommen-
dations from students and 
alumni, as well as statistics and 
social media interaction.

A process like this usually 
takes 18 months to complete.  
However, Meyer and her team 
were able to accomplish this 
in 12 months.  After the initial 
launch of the site, there will 
be still a few bugs to fix, but 
by the second week of Janu-
ary, Meyer said she will feel 
comfortable with the new site’s 
status, just in time for second 
semester to begin. 

Launch date for new website is Dec. 1
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Schools, such as University of 
Illinois, have already begun 
to send emails out to their 
Illinois students expressing 
that the students will be held 
responsible for any gaps left 
in tuition. If the money issued 
to students by the MAP grant 

is not released, not only QU 
students, but more than 
130,000 students across Illinois 
will be forced to come up with 
an alternative way to pay for 
their college education.  

Hoping that their voices 
would be heard, 80 QU 
students gathered in “C” Lot 
to travel to Springfield to 

participate in a rally in the 
Rotunda on Nov. 10. At the 
rally, Democrats gave their 
statements about the situation, 
and a female college student 
gave her story, explaining how 
crucial the MAP grant is to 
college education. The rally, 
however, only caused students 
even more frustration.

“My experience was not 
good for the simple fact that 
we weren’t able to speak to 
anyone. I felt like no one 
wanted to hear our side of the 
story. Everyone was claiming 
to be busy with meetings and 
doing other things other than 
trying to hear our voice and 
opinions,” Stevie Wallace said.

Even students who are not 
affected directly by the MAP 
grant are frustrated and hope 
that the issue is resolved soon.

“It’s frustrating to have 
made friends and watch them 
possibly struggle with paying 
for school. I’d hate to see them 
transfer or drop out,” Tori Eliot 
said.

MAP GRANTS

A screenshot of the new website that will be released on Decem-
ber 1. (Photo Courtesy of Heidi Meyer)

FROM PAGE 1



Imagine:  Tomorrow you find out 
you’re pregnant or are with someone 
who just found out she was pregnant.

 For Quincy University students 
Maggie and Ian Lawson, this was their 
life. 

“I didn’t want to believe it, even 
though I couldn’t deny the evidence 
staring right back at me. Two pink 
lines. That’s all it took, and my life had 
changed forever,” Maggie said.

She found out she was pregnant 
during the spring semester of her fresh-
man year of college. She decided not to 
tell anybody except her roommate and 
her then boyfriend, Ian. 

“Growing up, I attended private 
Catholic schools, and now I’m attend-
ing a Catholic university. I didn’t know 
how my peers, teachers, or my parents 
would react to me,” Maggie said. “So, I 
did my best to get through school and 
focus on my job so I would be able to 
save up some money.”

Once more people found out she 
was pregnant, she went to the school 
counselor to go over her options. One 
was to stay at QU, finishing her spring 
semester and continuing in the fall be-
cause she was not due until December. 
The counselor offered to help Maggie in 
any way possible while she was preg-
nant. She was offered help finding a 
doctor, getting rides and any pre-natal 
care she needed. Offers for special liv-
ing and meal arrangements were made 
to her as well.

“At first, everything seemed great 
and looking up for the fall semester, 
but then the counselor said once I had 
the baby, there was nothing the school 
could do for me,” Maggie said. “I would 
not be able to live on campus, there 
was no child care put in place, and that 
would be it for me.” 

After she finished her freshman 
year, Maggie decided to move back 
home to California where her parents 
were waiting with open arms, support-
ing her decision to keep the baby. 

There, she attended a local com-
munity college so she wouldn’t fall 
behind with her credits and worked as 
a nanny. 

Ian stayed at QU where he was 
studying finance and playing on the 
men’s volleyball team.  He is still at QU.

Ian and Maggie got engaged in 
October of 2013, and Maggie had their 
son, Finnegan Scott Lawson, on Dec. 
16, 2013. 

“He was a perfect 9 pound 20 inch 
long C-section baby,” Maggie said.

In January of 2014, she went back 
to school in California until late Feb-
ruary when she moved to the western 
suburbs of Chicago. 

On July 12, 2014, Ian and Maggie 
Lawson got married in California. 

“We decided to move to Quincy in 
August. I would continue my education 
at Quincy University in the fall of 2014. 
I really wanted to go back to school 
and finish my degree in American 
Sign Language Interpreting Training,” 
Maggie said. 

She wanted to continue her edu-
cation and prove that she could have 
a child, a family, be a student, and 
succeed in all of it. 

“People see me as a young mother 
and can think anything about me, but I 
know that I am doing everything I can 
do to provide for my family and give 
my son everything he needs to suc-
ceed and be the best he can be in life,” 
Maggie said.

There are still no family housings 
or daycares offered at QU, and that has 
left Ian and Maggie to figure things out 
on their own. 

“Our schedules are very crazy, but 
we make it work. I have been able to 
alter our schedules so one of us can be 
home with our son. On the two days 
we have classes at the same time, our 
good friends watch Finn so we can go 
to class. Occasionally I will have to miss 
class because I have no one to watch 
my son, or he is too sick,” Maggie said. 
“It’s really upsetting when teachers pe-
nalize you for something that is out of 
your hands.”

She is trying to graduate a semester 
early, the fall of 2016, because Ian will 
be graduating this coming spring. 

Maggie said that even though QU 
does not offer all the resources she 
needs as a mother and student, she is 
still able to make it work so that she 
can continue on with her education. 
She hopes that, in the future, QU will 
open a daycare off campus, if not for 
students with children, then at least for 
the teachers with them.

“As my son is coming up on his 
second birthday, I look back and 
wouldn’t change anything. I am happily 
married and have an amazing family. 
My husband is graduating, and I’m 
right there behind him,” Maggie said.

After she graduates, she hopes 

her family can move to Chicago. She 
will graduate with a bachelor’s degree 
of arts in Sign Language Interpreting 
Training and an associate’s degree of 
arts in Early Childhood Education.  

She hopes to become a preschool 
teacher either in a deaf school, or one 
with deaf and hearing children, where 
she can teach them sign language and 
bring the two communities together at 
a young age. 

“Just because I had a baby my 
freshman year doesn’t mean I’m any 
less of a student or person, and people 
need to realize that. I just decided to 
take a different path. It’s made me be-
come such a stronger person,” Maggie 
said.
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  Couple raises family while in college

Maggie and Ian Lawson with their son Finnegan. (Submitted photo from Maggie 
Lawson)

Lawsons thrive personally and    
academically as student parents



Book costs have long been 
a problem on college campuses, 
especially QU.  The QU Bookstore 
announced Nov. 1 it will start a new 
program that could save students 
more money than ever before.  

High book prices do not have to 
be an issue any more for students.  
The QU Bookstore has started a 
price match program that will ensure 
that students will now receive the 
best price for buying books.  

Students typically shop online 
for cheaper textbooks on websites 
such as Amazon and Chegg, and this 
program will eliminate having to 
wait for books to be delivered as well 
as having to pay for shipping costs 
that would be included.  

Students will need to show valid 
proof of a lower price online at the 

bookstore.  
Students will still 

have to pay the original 
listed price from the 
bookstore, and after the 
purchase is completed, 
students will be 
refunded the difference 
between the QU price 
and the lowest listed 
price.   

For example, if a 
book costs $100 in the 
bookstore, the student 
will have to pay that 
price, but by showing 
proof of a lower price 
online, the bookstore 
will provide a refund of 
the difference. 

The refund will begin via 
store credit, which can be used 
to purchase anything in the store 
including gift cards, apparel, and 
pre-paid visa cards.  Students are 

happy about the program.
“I have two more years here, 

so I am going to take this to my 
advantage,” sophomore Keanen 
Davila said.  “I understand I have to 
pay full price for the book I want, 
but the bookstore giving me back the 

money to use for pre-paid visa cards 
will be really helpful.”  As a frequent 
Chegg’s rental user, Davila is very 
interested in this program that is 
now being offered to QU students.

Ben Means, manager of the 
bookstore, wants students to utilize 
the bookstore more often.  

“We offer so much more than 
just books down here, and that is 
why we want to see more students 
down here.  If a student needs every 
day school accessories, such as 
planners, folders or notebooks, we 
have it here,” Means said.  “I believe 
this program is a huge step for us, 
and I hope to see a rise in business.”  

Along with every day utensils, 
the bookstore has drinkware, 
apparel for all athletics, dormitory 
decorations, health and beauty items 
including makeup, and art materials.  

This is another program QU is 
doing to put their students’ first and 
looking out for their best interest.
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QU bookstore offers pricematch

Quincy University bookstore (Falcon photo by David Jacob)
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Standards board makes quiet impact at QU

College campuses across the 
country are struggling.  In a time of 
uncertainty and hostility, Quincy 
University strives to improve for its 
students. 

The Student Community 
Standards Board plays an active role 
in shaping a positive environment for 
students on QU’s campus.  However, 
not many students are aware that the 
board even exists. 

The SCSB is one of the many ways 
QU students can make their campus 
safe and a fun place to be. 

“We try to help shape the 
students, try to make the university 
better, and help students understand 
why and what policies we have in 
place,” Anjay Clark, Residence Life 
Graduate Assistant, said. 

There are standards and policies 
for a reason.  These policies are located 

in QU’s handbook, which many 
students don’t actually read.  This is 
problematic because it is important for 

students to be aware of the policies. 
They cover air conditioning units, 
alcohol, conduct, Christmas trees, and 
more. 

Clark understands there is a lack of 
knowledge about these policies among 
the students. She tries to have much of 

it covered in hall meetings, 
but sometimes students 
have to go through 
hearings with the SCSB to 
realize the importance of 
the policies. 

When an incident 
report is filed Jason 
Amezcua, Director 
of Residence Life and 
Community Standards, 
funnels the report through 
the proper channels. 

 Students can select to 
sit before the SCSB, which 
is made up of eight trained 
students and a student 
chair. The members of the 
board will hear students’ 

cases, deliberate, come to a unanimous 
decision, and assign the sanction that is 
most appropriate for the situation. 

“We want students to hold each 

other accountable; we don’t want to 
shame anyone,” Amezcua said.  “Peers 
tend to take these hearings more 
seriously when it isn’t coming from a 
member of the administration.”

The SCSB is in place for students 
to work together and build the 
environment and community they 
want to live in. There is no preferential 
treatment. The advisors and the board 
members take every precaution to 
remove biases from the hearings. 

Everyone who works and attends 
QU is a part of the same community. 
Everyone is held to the same standard. 

If students receive an email or 
letter about an incident report, they 
shouldn’t ignore it. Sanctions will be 
applied regardless. If students choose 
to use the SCSB, they shouldn’t skip 
their meetings because the board will 
continue without them.

The SCSB wants to hear students’ 
voices, so, students, don’t miss your 
chance. 

BRYCE MOORE
STAFF WRITER

STUDENT COMMUNITY



Cartoonist and illustrator Bill Beard’s work 
is currently on display in the Quincy University 
Gray Gallery.

On Saturday, Nov. 28, a free gallery 
reception, sponsored by the QU Division of 
Fine Arts and Communication, will be held 
from 2 pm to 4 p.m. 

Invited by QU art professor Bob Mejer, 
this is the first showcase for Beard at QU’s 
Gray Gallery.  “This is my first time showing 
my artwork here, and I’m excited to see the 
reactions of all those who visit this month,” 
Beard said.

Beard has loved drawing since he was a 
child.  “I started drawing sketches at the age 
of 7, and I remember my very first drawing on 
a paper plate. I drew Fred Flintstone and my 
mother really enjoyed it and put it up in my 
house. I loved the attention I got for it from 
my family and started doing it for the joy of it,” 

Beard said.
He has been creating and illustrating 

cartoons every day since 2010. 
“I was passionate for it for a while, and 

I challenged myself to wake up early in the 
morning to create the artwork. I often convey 
my own thoughts and perception through the 
characters through a chronological year,” Beard 
said.

Beard has an impressive résumé. He 
currently resides as administrative assistant 
to the Director of Public Relations at John 
Wood Community College and has served as 
Visual Communication Specialist at Quincy 
University. He also served as a graphic designer 
at JK Creative and the Pike Press. Beard has 
received first place honors in the Illinois Press 
Association’s editorial cartoon contest in 2013, 
2014, and 2015. He has taught cartooning at the 
Quincy Art Center, the Quincy Park District 
and John Wood’s Children’s College.

His showcase can be viewed at QU’s Grey 
Gallery until December 10 from 8am-11pm 
Monday - Friday or Sunday 1pm-11pm. 
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Area cartoonist showcases work
EVAN POWELL
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Saint Louis University, QU create partnership

The Saint Louis University School 
of Law and Quincy University recently 
announced to their 
campuses and 
greater community 
areas that a law 
partnership was 
implemented 
to better serve 
incoming freshmen. 

Students 
interested in the 
program would be 
admitted into a 3+3 
curriculum their 
freshman year and 
would take classes at 
Quincy University for the first three 
years of the program. In the third year, 
students would be required to take the 
national exam for entrance into law 
school, the Law School Admissions 
Test or more commonly known as the 

LSAT.
If the students passed with 

satisfactory scores, they would then 
proceed to the School of Law at Saint 
Louis University for the next three 
years.   

Upon completion of 
the first year of law 
school at Saint Louis 
University, students 
would then have met 
the requirements 
to achieve their 
undergraduate 
degree from Quincy 
University and have a 
year of experience of 
law school under their 
belt. 

“I believe that 
this is a great academic program and 
opportunity for students that would 
like to explore this career field,” said 
Harry Cramer, Assistant Professor of 
Criminal Justice.  “I personally have 
looked into the school and appreciate 
how closely related the mission of 

Saint Louis University is to ours and 
our Franciscan values.”

Quincy University currently offers 
Bachelor’s Degrees in Criminal Justice, 
Forensic Psychology, History, and 
Political Science under its Behavioral 
Sciences branch. 

All of these majors are closely 
related to the field of law, in addition 
to a pre-law concentration, which 
is geared to prepare students for 
advanced studies in law school.

Quincy is also home to a 
nationally-recognized Mock Trial 
Team.

“The partnership with Saint 
Louis University School of Law is an 
exciting first for both institutions,” 

said Ann Behrens, Quincy University’s 
Vice President for Academic  Affairs. 
“It offers students an unprecedented 
opportunity to build a strong 
academic foundation at Quincy 
University and then accelerate their 
path to complete both degrees. The 

collaboration 
between these 
two institutions 
is an exciting 
step towards a 
new era in higher 
education. We are 
proud to partner 
with the School of 

Law in this initiative.”
If you have any further questions, 

comments, and/or concerns 
pertaining the 3+3 program contact 
Judy Abbott, J.D. Assistant Professor 
of Criminal Justice, at 217-228-5432 
x3196, Brian Borlas, Professor of 
Political Science, at 217-228-5432 
x3034, or Harry Cramer, Assistant 
Professor of Criminal Justice, at 217-
228-5432 x3037.

JEVANTE FRANCIS
STAFF WRITER

LAW PROGRAM

Bill Beard, former Visual Communication Specialist at Quincy University, 
showcases his work until Dec. 10. (Falcon photo by Evan Powell)



Quincy University is hosting a 
speed networking event, which has 
been newly scheduled for the spring 
semester of 2016. 

This will be a way for students to 
gain experience in job searching and 
could lead to jobs or internships down 
the road. Students will gain that much 
needed experience and get their names 
out there to a lot of different compa-
nies. 

“This event is much like Speed 
Dating, where participants get to 
meet a bunch of professionals in a 
quick turn-a-round time,” said Kristen 
Liesen, Director of Career Services. 

Representatives from all different 
businesses will come to the Hall of 
Fame Room where participants will be 
able to walk around and work on their 
pitch. The business representatives will 
have 45 seconds to talk about them-
selves and the business, and then the 
students will have 45 seconds to give 
their pitch. Then, both parties are given 
30 seconds to exchange information 
and wrap up the conversation. 

“Students should attend so they 
can build their professional network, 
work on their elevator pitch, and feel 
more prepared for an interview situa-
tion,” Liesen said.

Liesen explained the elevator 
speech or pitch as a 45 second story 
about who someone is, what his or her 
goals are, and what brought that person 
to the point of applying for a job. 

To prepare for this elevator speech, 
Liesen said students could go to the 
networking workshop and learn how 
to potentially separate themselves from 
their competitors. 

 The event will help students 
with calming their nerves, building 
relationships, and working on their 
elevator speeches that could get them 
the job of their lives. 

A lot of students have been suc-
cessful in their jobs and internships 
searches from this event. It only can 
help them grow into a top candidate in 
the job world.
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QU to host  
student job 
event in spring
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Hunger and Homelessness Aware-
ness Week is a week of events that seeks 
to inform, educate, and enlighten stu-
dents on the issues of the less fortunate.

The Office of Multicultural Pro-
grams established and annually orga-
nizes these events, which usually take 
place during the week of Thanksgiving.  
The purpose of the program is to teach 
students, whether directly or indirect-
ly, to be more engaged and engrossed 
in the lives of others who are not like 
themselves in the QU community and 
the greater Quincy area.  

As Coordinator of the Multicul-
tural Programs, Alexandria Gurley is 
in charge of coordinating the week’s 

events and is the point of contact for 
any questions or concerns regarding 
the events. 

A panel discussion, “Am I My 
Brother’s Keeper?”, was held in the Hall 
of Fame Room on Nov. 18. Panelists 
included Cindy Grawe from Madonna 
House, JJ Magliano with Quanada and 
Sarah Stephens with Horizons Social 
Services. 

Facts about hunger and homeless-
ness were posted on various boards 
around the university’s campus. Any-
one who turned in a sheet with all the 
facts correctly written down was to be 
placed in a drawing for a prize.

A canned food drive was held, with 
drop-off boxes in the Multicultural 
Programs Office. The winning club is 
to be added to a plaque in the Student 

Center hallway. Proceeds were to bene-
fit Quanada.

A roundtable discussion called 
“Courageous Conversations: Living 
Below the Poverty Line” was held on 
Nov. 18, and a screening of the film 
“Homeless to Harvard: The Liz Murray 
Story” was held Nov. 20.

Gurley hopes students will learn 
something from the experience.

“I am confident that students will 
see some level of growth and develop-
ment from Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness Weeks and will become 
more critical thinkers who are more 
aware of their personal surroundings 
and environment,” Gurley said.

For more information, contact the 
Office of Multicultural Programs at 
217-228-5320.

JEVANTE FRANCIS
STAFF EDITOR

Week brings attention to less fortunate
HUNGER AND HOMELESSNESS AWARENESS

WATCHING FROM THE CROW’S NEST

Oswald Silvestre and Ben Braun operate the video boards in Pepsi Arena during the Quincy University men’s basketball game 
against Upper Iowa on Nov. 18 for the Great Lakes Valley Conference Network. (Falcon photo by Chris Chappell’e)
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THE DISTRICT

Go downtown instead of online to shop

Christmas shopping at the same retail 
stores year after year can get boring and a 
bit monotonous.  However, Quincy offers 
a remedy to this situation with The Dis-
trict, located in downtown Quincy, around 
Washington Square.  Instead of shopping 
at places like Kohl’s, Old Navy, or the mall 
this holiday season, go to The District for a 
change of scenery and a unique shopping 
experience.  

UNDERDARK COMICS AND 
GAMES

Address: 508 South 9th Street
Hours: Tuesday – Saturday, noon to 7 

p.m. 
Sunday noon to 5:00 p.m.
Underdark Comics and Games is a 

tabletop, collectable card, and role-playing 
gaming store.  You can buy games as well as 
materials for games there.  Of course, you 
can also purchase comics, trading cards, 
graphic novels, and toys for your favorite 
nerd at Underdark Comics and Games.  The 
store also has weekly gaming tournaments: 
Friday Night Magic Events, Yu-Gi-Oh 
Tournaments on Thursdays, Warhammer 
Games on Saturdays, and HeroClix Tourna-
ments on Sundays, so if you know someone 
who is into gaming, you could give him or 
her a gift just by sharing this knowledge. 

BITTERSWEET CONFECTIONS
Address: 111 Jail Alley 
Hours: Wednesday–Friday noon to 6 

p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Stop by Bittersweet Confections if you 

are shopping for someone who likes truffles or cheese.  
At the store, you can buy an assortment of different 
truffles from the salt and pepper caramel truffle to 
the rum ginger truffle to the Prime Minister truffle, 
which is made out of smoky cigar leaves that are 
steeped in cream and dark chocolate ganache.  

SECOND STRING MUSIC
Address: 100 North 5th
Hours: Monday – Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
If you’re shopping for a QU student or someone 

who will spend the majority of the year in Quincy, 
you can go to Second String Music and buy him or 
her a guitar lesson or two.  Depending on which 
instructor you choose, lessons are either $17.50 or 
$20 per half an hour and are given in lesson rooms at 
the store.  The store also sells new and used instru-

ments, pedals, amps, and related supplies, like guitar 
picks and straps.  Second String Music also sells local 
artists’ CDs, with the proceeds from their sales going 
directly back to the artists.  

PREMIER DIVA
Address: 115 North 4th Street
Hours: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m
Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Premier Diva has clothing and accessories for 

women of all ages.  Whether you are shopping for a 
girlfriend, sister, mom, or friend, you can find some-
thing for her there.  The store offers a wide variety of 
handbags and wallets, all of them under $39.  Premier 
Diva also sells luggage, which is also under $39.

CHARLIE ANN’S
Address: 532 Maine

Hours: Monday – Saturday 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m.

Charlie Ann’s is a women’s clothing 
store that specializes in Missy and Young 
Contemporary clothing.  It carries brands 
like Tribal, Splendid, and Michael Stars.  
The store can be a bit pricey, especially 
for college students, but if you really want 
to treat a lady in your life to something 
special, you might want to check it out.  
Ladies, you could even treat yourself to 
something nice if you feel so inclined.

Other places you can stop by in The 
District include the Yellow Kiss Boutique, 
for home & her, and various consignment 
shops. Don’t forget you can grab a bite to 
eat or a coffee while you’re shopping in 
The District at places like Krazy Cakes, 
Talayna’s, The Park Bench, O’Griff ’s, and 
Thymes Square.

Other places to shop
After you have exhausted all the stops 

in The District, you can head to a couple 
of other places in the Quincy area.

THE BOOK STOP
Address: 418 North 24th
Hours: Tuesday – Friday 10 a.m. to 5 

p.m.
Saturday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
While The Book Stop does not look 

entirely pleasing from the outside, it’s 
quite nice on the inside, as it offers over 
25,000 used, rare and out of print books 
and is Quincy’s largest bookstore.  Wheth-
er you’re shopping for your friend who 
loves Stephen King or your grandpa who 

loves reading about Old West history, you 
can find something for everyone.  Also, 

since the books are mostly used, they’re fairly cheap 
when compared to the prices of brand-new, hard 
back books from places like Barnes & Noble, or even 
Quincy Books in the mall, although it too is an inde-
pendent store.

DISCOUNT GOLF WORLD
Address: 2828 Broadway
Hours: Monday – Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Discount Golf World, of course, sells every-

thing pertaining to golf from clubs to golf shoes and 
apparel.  The store carries the major golf brands like 
Nike Golf, TaylorMade and Puma.  Buying someone 
on your Christmas list a set of golf clubs or even a 
golf club could be very pricey, so, instead, you could 
buy the golfer in your life something small like a golf 
glove or tees.

LEXIE BROEMMER
STAFF WRITER

Second String Music (Falcon Photo by Lexie Broemmer)



Getting the opportunity to go home for breaks, whether 
it be just down the street from Quincy University, or to a dif-
ferent state, it always feels good to be home. But for some, they 
do not always get that opportunity. For students Jevante Fran-
cis, Durant Descartes, and Dominique Lloyd, just to name a 
few, sometimes they have to stay on campus while everyone 
else gets to go home.

 Jevante Francis, a senior at Quincy University, is from 
St. Croix in the Caribbean of the Virgin Islands. He started 
attending Quincy University in 2012. “I chose QU because 
of the financial assistance and the calling of the Lord,” said 
Francis. Francis has had to stay on campus for multiple breaks 
including Thanksgiving break, winter break, spring break, and 
Easter break.

“When I am here over breaks I usually feel like I am the 
last human on Earth,” said Francis. “Everyone is gone and it is 
so quiet.”

Durant Descartes, whom is also from St. Croix in the 
Caribbean of the Virgin Islands, and Dominique Lloyd, being 
from Los Angeles, California, were in agreement with Francis. 

“It’s very quiet. There isn’t anybody here,” said Descartes. 
“I feel extremely lonely,” said Lloyd. Luckily for Lloyd, 

Descartes, and Francis, they all the opportunity to go home 
over summer and winter break. 

For Descartes, he has family in Jacksonville, Illinois, so 

sometimes he will be able to go stay with them over breaks. 
Francis shared that when he is stuck on campus over 

breaks, he likes to try to make the most of it. 
“I’m a proactive individual. If there is nothing to do, I find 

something to do, make something to do, or go to sleep,” he 
said. 

While Francis is on campus over break, he will volunteer 
at local non-profits around the town. 

“It allows me to get back to reality and I realize how 
fortunate I am and teaches me the lesson of contentment,” 
Francis said. “When you hand a plate of food to someone who 
hasn’t eaten in days, or give someone a winter coat that doesn’t 
have a place to stay warm or sleep, you quickly have a different 
perspective on your own state.  I may not be around my family 
or friends, however I count the true blessings that I do have. 
Such as good health, a place to lay my head, time to relax and 
regroup, peace of mind that school is no longer in session, 
resources to receive sustenance and so much more.” 

Also, if there are other people here over breaks that Des-
cartes or he knows, they will get together. 

“We tend to invite them over for a meal or two, movies, 
bible study, prayer, and good conversation,” Francis said. 

“The Friary invited us for dinner once. So we all went over 
there for Thanksgiving,” Descartes added. 

No matter what they do over breaks, it seems making 
the most of it is always the best idea. And before you know it, 
everyone is back on campus ready to continue their education.
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Thanksgiving means staying 
on campus for some students

FAITH SCHNEIDER
STAFF WRITER

Has Black Friday turned into Black Thursday?

The time has arrived when, once a 
year, stores are open past midnight and 
other stores open at two or three in the 
morning; Black Friday.

Black Friday is easily the most 
magical day of the year for some peo-
ple, but for others it is the most dread-
ed day of the year. 

While conducting research and do-
ing interviews, it was brought to light 
the most that Black Friday is starting to 
collide with the celebration of Thanks-
giving. 

“This year is going to be my first 
time going shopping during Black Fri-
day because I have something I actually 
specifically want to purchase,” said 
senior Brittney Klosak. “But I don’t like 

that some stores open around 6 p.m. on 
Thanksgiving because it does interfere 
with the holiday. Thanksgiving is about 
giving thanks for what you have, and 
Black Friday is pretty much for the 
complete opposite.”

It is true; what once used to be 
Black Friday, in the sense of stores only 
opening at midnight on Friday and lat-
er, is now turning into Black Thursday 
and Black Friday when stores start to 
have their sales at 6 p.m. the evening of 
Thanksgiving Day. 

“I think stores opening at six or 
seven at night on Thanksgiving Day 
really takes away from the holiday 
for some people,” said senior Shelby 
Hoiness.

It all depends on how families de-
cide to spend that day. Hoiness shared 
that her Thanksgiving starts at noon 

with because there is always people 
that work that day in her family, so the 
earlier the better. 

“We’re usually done eating by three 
or four in the afternoon,” said Dakota 
Daniels, an employee at Walmart. “We 
also watch football all dayw and once 
that’s done, we all fall asleep and when 
we wake up, we go shopping.”

For other families that do not start 
their Thanksgiving feast until anywhere 
from six or later at night, that also want 
to attend the shopping festivities, it can 
complicate things. Deciding whether 
to stay home with family or go out and 
purchase that big flat screen TV can be 
a hard decision for some people.

However you decide to spend that 
day; celebrating with family, shopping, 
or not celebrating at all, make it a good 
day!

FAITH SCHNEIDER
STAFF WRITER

HOLIDAY SHOPPING

Peanut butter 
collection taking 
place week of 
Nov. 30

Quincy University students are 
hosting the annual “Peanut Butter 
and Jolly” peanut butter collec-
tion drive for local food pantries 
throughout the week of Nov. 30. 

Students can drop off collection 
bins at sites throughout campus in-
cluding Francis Hall, the Health and 
Fitness Center, the Student Affairs 
Office, the Student Success Center, 
North Campus, and all residence 
halls.

On Saturday, Dec. 5, students 
will be collecting peanut butter 
donations at both Quincy County 
Market locations (520 N. 24th and 
4830 Broadway) from 9 a.m. until 5 
p.m.

All peanut butter collected from 
the week-long drive will benefit 
Quanada, St. John’s and Catholic 
Charities food pantries.

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS

QU Hawk Express 
Jazz Band to  
perform Dec. 1  
in Quincy Mall

Get in the holiday mood with 
the QU Hawk Express Jazz Band 
when it presents a Christmas con-
cert at 5 p.m. Dec. 1 in the Quincy 
Mall.

Festive pieces with a jazzy twist 
will be performed as well as several 
standard jazz works.  The band is 
under the direction of Christine 
Damm, assistant professor of music.

The concert is free and open to 
the public. Contact Damm if you 
have any questions at 217-228-5432 
x3159.  

WANT TO WRITE  
FOR THE FALCON?

Sign up for the spring semes-
ter and get credit for getting 
your work published.



QU CULTURE GRID

Maggie CunninghamAaron DreseEmily NelsonDalton Overstreet

What is your favorite 
Thanksgiving food?

What is an interesting    
Thanksgiving tradition 

your family has?

Where do you     
typically celebrate 
Thanksgiving?

Sweet Potatoes or 
regular potatoes? 
Stuffed turkey or  

stuffing on the outside?

What are you most thankful 
for?

Do you shop on   
Thanksgiving, Black     

Friday, or not at all during 
the holiday weekend?

After Thanksgiving 
meal, do you watch 

football, take a nap or 
go shopping?

My favorite Thanksgiving 
food has got to be my 
great grandmother’s 
mashed potatoes.

After eating and visiting, 
all the guys go play a 

pick-up football game at 
the park.

My great aunt’s house on 
my mom’s side, and my 
great grandma’s house 

on my dad’s side.

Regular potatoes hands 
down, and I don’t like 

stuffing, so the outside.

I am most thankful for 
the friends and family 
God has given me and 
their presence and 

health.
My family leaves the 
shopping up to the 

women. The guys like to 
eat more and watch TV 

or sleep.

We usually watch 
some football and then 
eventually fall asleep.

Homemade noodles, that 
all the grandchildren help 
my grandmother make a 

week before.

On Thanksgiving morning 
we always play a game of 

football.

The night before 
Thanksgiving I am at my 
father’s side, then my 
mothers side, Sunday, 

just my family.

I prefer sweet potatoes 
and stuffing on the 

outside.

Most thankful for my 
family who supports 
me and gave me the 
opportunity for a great 

education

I do not shop during 
the holiday weekend 

because I want to spend 
that time with family.

We all hang out as a 
family, usually playing 
cards or go to my 
grandparents’ farm.

Favorite food is the 
gravy.

We dont really have a 
tradition.

Celebrate mother’s side 
at lunch time and for 

dinner we go to our dad’s 
side.

I always take a 
homemade loaded 
potato over a sweet 

potato and stuffing on 
the side.

Most thankful for family 
and being able to spend 
time with them as much 

as I can.

I don’t care for shopping 
on Black Friday, I usually 
fall asleep early because 

of the food.

I watch about a quarter 
of football and then pass 

out and nap.

Turkey, because who 
doesn’t love turkey on 

Thanksgiving?

We go to my Grandma’s 
and get a big football 
game going with all the 

cousins.

I spend lunch at my 
Grandma’s, my house for 
dinner, but this year I will 
be spending it in Pepsi 

Arena practicing.

Mashed taters > sweet 
potatoes. You can stuff 
the turkey but I won’t eat 

it.

Most thankful for my 
family, they are always 
there for me and I am 

thankful to have a great 
support system.

I’m not a huge Black 
Friday fan. I will not 

stand in lines for hours 
waiting for stores to 

open.

I am usually in a food 
coma, so I like to relax 
and watch football with 

my family.
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Spectre, the twenty-fourth James Bond film, 
portrays the suave secret agent on a globe-spanning 
adventure chasing Spectre, the organization that has 
secretly plagued him for many years and now threat-
ens to control the world in their latest dastardly plan. 
Along the way, he relives his past and comes to terms 
with the man he has been shaped into.

The film is directed by Sam Mendes, who direct-
ed the previous Bond film Skyfall as well as films such 
as American Beauty and Road to Perdition. Spectre 
stars Daniel Craig in his fourth outing as James Bond, 
which he does again to perfection. Other stars include 
Christoph Waltz (Inglourious Basterds), Lea Seydoux 
(The Grand Budapest Hotel), Ralph Fiennes (Harry 
Potter), and Andrew Scott (Sherlock). Though Daniel 
Craig was perfect as James Bond, the rest of the cast 
were wonderful too. To detail their performances too 
much would be going dangerously close to spoiler 
territory, however.

The film was great in regards to the action and 
style; the clothes stylish, the cars fast, and the action 
explosive... as expected. The set pieces were fantastic 
from the snowy mountaintops of Austria, the Moroc-
can deserts, and the busy streets of London amongst 
others. The best set piece, however, was the beginning 

sequence that depicted a lengthy chase during Day of 
the Dead festivities in Mexico City.

Spectre was similar to the previous installment 
Skyfall emotionally. It featured a Bond that is almost 
entirely alien to the debonair yet cold secret agent 
that audiences have grown accustomed to in previous 
films. He is shown to have deep feelings and emotions 
underneath his grim, frigid exterior.

Though Spectre was great, it did have its flaws. 
James Bond films are usually standalone in nature in 
that the viewer does not have to watch the previous 
ones to understand what is happening in the newest 
film. Spectre changed this, however, by relying on 
previous events perhaps too much and referencing 
the past many times. It linked all of the Daniel Craig 
films together with an overarching storyline that con-
nected all of the seemingly unrelated events. Though 
this is really neat for die-hard fans of the franchise, 
it made Spectre rather inaccessible for new viewers 
of James Bond. It is still a fun film to watch for new 
viewers, but they would lose quite a bit by not seeing 
the previous installments. James Bond fans will get 
quite the thrill, however, to the nods and references 
to the older films that Spectre makes, including the 
reintroduction of a long-awaited character.

Ultimately, Spectre is an excellent film that is 
highly recommended to any James Bond fans. If not, 
it’s still a film worth seeing due its fantastic action, 

style, acting, and set pieces, though the viewer may 
get more out of it by seeing the other Daniel Craig 
films before this.

Over Thanksgiving Break, students 
might need something to occupy their 
time while nursing their food comas 
after the big feast. Thankfully, Netflix 
has recently released a new original 
comedy called Master of None that 
can help make the break much more 
enjoyable.

Master of None is a Netflix Origi-
nal comedy that centers on Dev Shah, a 
struggling young actor living in the Big 
Apple. Along the way, he combats real 
issues such as family, race, sexism, and 
finding the perfect taco place. Though 
it is a very funny show, it is serious and 
mature in its content in a way that sit-
coms never are. Viewers will be able to 
sympathize and relate to the characters’ 
problems and dilemmas.

The show is able to take serious 

subjects and make them into some-
thing that everyone can laugh about 
without cringing or feeling guilty. Even 
so, the last two episodes go to darker 
places as the laughs begin to become 
accompanied by worrying on what 
will happen to the characters you have 
become attached to and whether their 
relationships will last. Though Master 
of None could technically be classified 
as a romantic comedy, especially the 
last couple episodes, don’t let that scare 
you off. It is much more than that and 
deals with many more issues than “Will 
they or won’t they?”

Master of None stars show creator 
Aziz Ansari (Parks and Recreation) as 
Dev. Ansari is known for playing loud, 
wacky characters that are known for 
their outlandish antics, but, in Master 
of None, he plays a very real character 
with depth that doesn’t just focus on 
what crazy scheme he is going to cook 

up next, which is a refreshing change 
(though to be fair, his portrayal of 
Tom Haverford in Parks and Rec was 
probably one of the best parts of the 
show.) Master of None also has a great 
supporting cast too, in the form of Noel 
Wells (SNL), Eric Wareheim (Tim and 
Eric Awesome Show, Great Job!), and 
newcomer Lena Waithe.

No criticisms come to mind about 
Master of None. It is easily one of the 
best new comedy shows of the year, if 
not the best new comedy show of the 
year.

Master of None is a fantastic, smart 
show that should not be missed. The 
cast is witty and has great chemistry, 
whether they are riffing on each other 
or speaking seriously about relation-
ships. Master of None is able to blend 
charm, comedy, and heart in a way that 
will make viewers laugh but also feel 
something real at the same time.
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Daniel Craig as James Bond

IAN HOWELL
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Spectre: The 24th James Bond Film

In the mood for some laughter? This should do the trick
NETFLIX FILM REVIEW

Master of None starring Aziz Ansari



With the holidays right around the 
corner, now is the time to make your 
Christmas wish lists.  Here are some of 
the best albums of the year that should 
be on your wish lists.

“The Balcony” by Catfish and the 
Bottlemen

The band, hailing from Wales, is 
still somewhat new to the American al-
ternative crowd.  “The Balcony,” which 
was released in January of this year in 
America, is the band’s first full-length 
release.

Catfish and the Bottlemen is a 
good old-fashioned rock band, offer-
ing a breath of fresh air in an industry 
where everyone is constantly trying to 
come up with a new sound.  The band’s 
songs, written by vocalist Van McCann, 
are brutally honest and more like con-
fessionals.  The songs are angsty, lusty, 

and irreverent, with McCann growling 
a good portion of the lyrics.  The last 
song on the record, “Tyrants,” is the 
most erratic and hardest song on the 
record.  Also, ask for tickets to see Cat-
fish and the Bottlemen the next time 
they’re in the States.  Their live show is 
incredible and not an experience to be 
missed.  Catfish and the Bottlemen is 
for fans of The Arctic Monkeys, Cage 
The Elephant, and Kings of Leon.

“Blurryface” by twenty one pilots
“Blurryface,” twenty one pilot’s 

fourth studio album and second 
major-label album, is based on the 
character of Blurryface, who represents 
vocalist Tyler Joseph’s insecurities.  
The band, comprised of Joseph and 
drummer Josh Dun, has a knack for 
genre-bending, dabbling in a little bit 
of everything except country in their 
songs.

The band goes from rapping in 
“Fairly Local” to playing a ukulele in 

“The Judge” to playing the piano and 
screaming in the album’s closer, “Gon-
er.”  Twenty one pilots just finished the 
American leg of its Blurryface tour and 
will be back in the States next summer 
on their Emotional Roadshow tour.  If 
you like twenty one pilots, you should 
ask for tickets to one of the upcoming 
show, as its shows are some of the most 
intimate, almost religious experiences 
for fans.  Twenty one pilots is for fans 
of Halsey and Panic! At the Disco.

“VHS” by X Ambassadors
“VHS” is X Ambassadors’s debut 

album.  It features the slow and steady 
hit “Renegades.”  On the album, X 
Ambassadors, an alternative rock band, 
explores different genres, including 
hip-hop and R&B. 

“Gorgeous,” one of the stand outs 
from the album, is super funky and 
talks about the effect of a relationship 
on self-esteem.  The band collabo-
rates with British musician Jamie N 

Commons on the rip-roaring, crack-
ling “Jungle” and the earthy, blues-y 
“Lowlife.”  “Unsteady” talks about lead 
singer Sam Harris’s and his brother 
Casey Harris’s, the band’s keyboardist, 
parents’ divorce and pulls on the heart 
strings.  Fans of Imagine Dragons will 
love X Ambassadors and the song 
“Fear,” which is a collaboration of the 
two bands.

“Dopamine” by BØRNS
 BØRNS, also known as Garret 

Borns, offers listeners a sugary, sweet, 
synth-heavy, alt-pop album with his de-
but LP.  With songs like “Electric Love” 
and “Past Lives,” he puts the listener 
in a psychedelic haze of love, reminis-
cent of the 70s.  In songs like “Dug My 
Heart” and “American Money,” Borns 
still sings about love with his breathy 
and ethereal voice and uses lots syn-
thesizers.  However, these songs sound 
more modern.  Fans of Misterwives will 
like BØRNS.

Here are some books for your 
Christmas Wish List:

“All the Bright Places” by Jennifer 
Niven

“All the Bright Places” is the story 
of a boy named Theodore Finch, who 
suffers from bipolar disorder, and 
Violet Markey, who still struggles with 
the death of her sister.  The two come 
together to battle their demons in this 
beautiful, heart-wrenching story.  

Finch likes to try on different per-
sonas to make himself feel better.  One 
day he’s 80s Finch and the next he’s bad 
boy Finch.  Although he suffers from 
great emotional turmoil and is obsessed 
with imagining ways in which he will 
die, he is one of the most lively and 
invigorating characters in young adult 
novels today, which makes it even sad-
der when he has to fight his demons.  

This novel is hugely important in 
the way it sheds light on mental illness.  
It urges readers to look past the stigma 
of mental illness to the people who 
have to live with it.  

This book may change readers’ 
lives.  It is for fans of John Green, Rain-
bow Rowell, and Gayle Forman.

“The Maze Runner” from the 
Maze Runner Trilogy by James Dash-
ner

“The Maze Runner” and its sequel, 
“The Scorch Trials” have already been 
adapted to film and the third novel of 
the trilogy, “The Death Cure,” is set for 
a 2017 adaptation.  The movies, thus 
far, are decent, but viewers are missing 
out if they don’t read the books.  

There are, like nearly every book to 
movie adaptation, differences between 
the book and movie, and viewers just 
won’t get the full experience without 
reading the book.  “The Maze Runner” 
is about a guy named Dylan who gets 
sent via elevator to The Glade, where 

a large group of boys lives.  The boys 
are sent supplies through the elevator.  
They are also sent a new boy every 60 
days.  Surrounding The Glade is a maze 
filled with gross half-animal, half-ma-
chine creatures called Grievers.  The 
boys must protect themselves from 
these killers and stay out of The Maze 
throughout the night.  However, every-
thing changes when a girl named Tere-
sa is sent to The Glade, and the Gladers, 
as they call themselves, try to leave The 
Glade and The Maze all together.  

In the books, readers get to learn 
so much more about The Glade and 
each of the boys.  They are so real in the 
novel that it’s like they’re actually the 
readers’ friends.  

“The Maze Runner” is for fans of 
Suzanne Collins, Veronica Roth, and 
Marie Lu.

“Wither” from The Chemical 
Garden Trilogy by Lauren DeStefano

In a post-apocalyptic world where 
males live to the age of 25 and females 

live to the age 20, young girls are 
kidnapped and sold to be polygamous 
brides so that they can bear more chil-
dren with their husbands in the hope to 
save the human race from extinction.  

When 16 year-old Rhine is kid-
napped and sold as a bride to Linden, 
who loves her dearly, she vows to do 
anything to escape him and find her 
twin brother, Rowan.  Linden’s father, 
the seedy Dr. Vaughn Ashby, is one of 
the many doctors looking for a way to 
save the younger generations from the 
botched genetic experimentation.  

Some reviewers hate “Wither,” 
and some absolutely love it.  Those 
who hate it have complaints with the 
world building, but if they would only 
read the rest of the trilogy, they would 
understand why the author set up the 
world the way she did.  This novel is 
very dark as it deals with human exper-
imentation, forced marriages between 
grown men in their 20s and girls as 
young as 13 years old, and the disparity 
between the economic classes.  
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Still have room on your Christmas wish list?

‘Tis the season ... to read a little
BOOKS



Quincy University’s dining 
experience has vastly improved 
in the last six months with the 
renovations to the cafeteria. 

The new cafeteria now gives 
the students many new options 
when it comes to what they want 
to eat. Aside from the new layout 
of the cafe, Chartwells, the com-
pany who makes our food, has 
stepped up its game as well. 

However, students around 
campus wonder, what does 
Chartwells do with the food that 
does not get eaten at the end of 
each day? 

“Years ago, we noticed that 
we were throwing away more 
food than we would have liked, 
so we began to work on strate-
gies to reduce our food waste,” 
said Assistant Director of Din-
ing, Joseph Bordewick. 

Today, Chartwells has found 

ways to decrease their waste 
with new production techniques. 
They have started cooking in 
smaller batches and cooking 
more to order, which has sig-
nificantly reduced food waste 
at Quincy University. However, 
even with these improvements, 
we still throw away a small 
amount of food throughout the 
week. These foods normally 
consist of outtake meals like the 
to-go sandwiches in the UC.

That is why Chartwells has 
reached out to the Food Recov-
ery Network (FRN), the largest 
student movement against food 
waste and hunger in the United 
States, to find out how we can 
waste less food. They have come 
up with a program that involves 
the QU dining kitchen staff and 
the FRN working together to 
pack and deliver leftover food to 
a local 501(c) 3 non-profit that 
feeds the hungry. 

“We believe this would be a 

very worthy endeavor for any of 
the great student groups here at 
Quincy University, and we en-
courage group leaders to contact 
us to find out more information 
or let us know if they’re interest-
ed,” said Bordewick. 

If you have noticed a lacking 
of Styrofoam containers around 
campus, it is because Chartwells 
has started their new initiative 
to keep 12,000 containers out 
of landfills each semester by 
implementing their reusable 
to-go container program. This 
program has been very success-
ful thus far this year.

The Quincy University Din-
ing Services would like to keep 
the momentum of this campaign 
going by finding a student group 
partner for this initiative as well. 
If any groups on campus are 
interested in these initiatives, 
be sure to get into contact the 
members of the QU Dining 
Services. 

With holiday shopping season 
upon us, it is easy to get overwhelmed 
by the crazed shopping at the mall 
or big department stores. Don’t, this 
shopping guide will steer you to locally 
owned shops around Quincy so that 
you can get just the right gifts for all 
the people in your life. 

THE SWEET APRICOT SHOP
Address: Maine Center, 535 

Maine, Suite 4B
Hours: Monday-Friday 10 am-5 

pm  
Open Thursdays until 8 pm until 

Christmas
Saturday 10 am-3 pm
The Sweet Apricot Shop is the 

place to go to when looking for clothes 
and jewelry when you can’t handle the 
crowds of the mall during the holiday 
shopping season. This small boutique 

has trendy clothes and jewelry plus 
the added perk of knowing that you 
are supported a small locally owned 
business while shopping.

Perfect gift for the fashionista: 
House of Harlow 1960 Sunburst earrings 
with matching necklace. They are fun 
yet simple enough for everyday wear.  

GAMEMASTERS 
Address: 5100 Broadway 
Hours: Monday- Saturday 9 a.m.-

8 p.m.
Sunday 11 am-5 pm  
GameMasters is a great place to 

shop for anyone who prefers the great 
outdoors. With all the gear you would 
need to hunt, fish, camp or just enjoy 
a backyard barbeque, GameMasters 
sells all those outdoor gadgets that you 
never knew you needed. 

Perfect gift for the outdoor enthu-
siast: The Yeti Low Rambler Lowball. 
This stainless steal cup will keep your 
drink hot or cold for hours. 

WHIG DEALS
Website: Whig.com
Whig Deals, a service of the Her-

ald-Whig, lets you hunt for bargains 
from Padua Hall in your pajamas. 
Whig Deals updates on Wednesday 
with gift certificates for sale to area 
restaurants, retail stores and service 
providers for a discount.

Perfect gift for the foodie: Buy a 
$25 gift certificate for just $12.50 that 
is redeemable at The Abbey, Kelly’s, 
Tower Pizza and Mexican and Gem 
City Pizzeria and Mexican.

 
QUINCY STEAMBOAT 

COMPANY
Address: 833 Kentucky
Hours: Monday-Friday 11 am–5 

pm; Saturday 9:30 am-2 pm 
Opened in 1978, the Quincy 

Steamboat Company is a well-estab-
lished Quincy institution. The shop is 
filled from top to bottom with kitchen 
gadgets and gourmet food items from 

dip mixes to gourmet coffee beans in 
numerous varieties. The Steamboat also 
has a show kitchen that houses cooking 
classes and events. 

Perfect gift for the gourmand: A 
tin of one of the Downton Abbey tea 
flavors by The Republic of Tea. Cozy 
up with an episode of Downton Abbey 
while drinking Mrs. Padmore’s Pud-
ding tea. 

GROWN N’ GATHERED
Address: 729 Hampshire
Hours: Monday-Friday 9 am-6 

pm 
Saturday 9 am-3 pm 
Sunday 11 am-3 pm 
Grown N’ Gathered has been in 

Quincy for just over a year providing 
Quincyans with locally made and or-
ganic food items. Get a fresh fruit and 
vegetable smoothie while you shop. 

The perfect gift for the localvore: 
Try the homemade almond-coconut 
butter. 

TUESDAY, NOV. 23, 2015  12 • THE FALCON NEWS
DINING SERVICES

ROBERT KELLER
STAFF WRITER

ANNA OAKLEY
STAFF WRITER

Is Chartwells wasting good food?

It is better to give gifts from Quincy than to receive
LOCAL CHRISTMAS IDEAS

Chartwells has reached out to the Food Recovery Network  
to learn how to waste less food. (Falcon Photo by Chris 
Chappell’e)
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Quincy Professionals of Color is 
a professional association created for 
growth, networking, social bonding, 
and professional development of staff 
and faculty members at QU.  

Multicultural Coordinator Alex-
andria Gurley says the mission of the 
group is to advance the concerns of staff 
of color in the interest of networking, 
education, and professional develop-
ment for the specific charge of better-
ment toward the Quincy community.  

Membership is open to profession-
al staff and faculty - full time, part time, 
and adjunct - who identify in one or 
more marginalized groups of color and 
their allies.  It is for those who would 
like to connect with other staff profes-
sionally on QU’s campus as well as the 
staff of John Wood Community Col-
lege, Culver Stockton College, Hannibal 
LaGrange University, and Western 
Illinois University.  

“QPOC was created at the individ-
ual level due to what some saw as a va-
cancy in opportunity for development 
and networking, specifically for staff of 
color to have an outlet or resource to 
grow and voice their opinions and on 
issues or concerns specifically address-
ing their community,” Gurley said.  

The foundation of the group also 
has been established. Jason Amezcua 
serves as vice president, Andrea Gruger 
is the secretary, and Jacqueline Free-
man is the treasurer and social chair.  

Gurley now hopes that that QPOC 
will be able to successfully recruit 
members and fulfill its purpose of 
growing and developing staff members.  

For more information about the 
group, contact Gurley through email at 
gurleal@quincy.edu or by office phone 
at 217-228-5320. 

Group 
works to 
advance 
concerns  
of staff

JEVANTE FRANCIS
STAFF WRITER



Quincy University and the Depart-
ment of Communication have decided 
to bring back a radio station to cam-
pus. However, this time it will be more 
focused on students.

A few years ago, QU had a campus 
radio station, an NPR affiliate called 
WQUB, that was housed on QU`s main 
campus until 2013. 

The new station, an internet radio 
station, is called Hawk Radio. It will 
feature popular music from all genres 
as well as original programs produced 
by students and faculty at QU.

Communication students have 
always discussed the idea of bringing 
campus radio back. 

“The idea and purpose of Hawk 
Radio came about from both student 
demand as well as the need for students 
to be trained in all forms of media, 
radio included,” Assistant Professor of 
Communication Travis Yates said.

Senior communication major TC 
Pierceall was one of the students who 
helped bring the idea into existence.

 “I pestered communication pro-
fessors about having a radio station,” 
Pierceall said.

Pierceall has many responsibilities 
as the station’s manager.

“My role for Hawk Radio is to 
make sure that all the streaming music 
that we have gets played, help record 
student-led programming, and monitor 
content. I am to make sure everything 
is going how it should be,” Pierceall 
said. 

Yates is in charge of Hawk Radio 
and has incorporated some of his ideas 
and programs into the online radio 
station.

“I’m creating two shows. One is 

a music program called ‘Introducing,’ 
which features lesser known bands and 
musical acts from the past, and a com-
edy program called ‘They Made What?’ 
which features commentary on terrible 
movies,” Yates said.

Hawk Radio will be an inclusive 
and open to all faculty and student re-
gardless of major. If anyone is interest-
ed in producing content for Hawk Ra-
dio, contact Professor Yates at yatestr@
quincy.edu  or stop by his office, Room 

344 in Francis Hall.
Hawk Radio will be housed and 

located adjacent to the QUTV Studio 
in the B building of North Campus.

The online radio station will debut 
in the spring 2016 semester. It will air 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

Students can tune into Hawk 
Radio at www.thehawkradio.com , on 
the live365 website www.live365.com 
, or with the live365 app available for 
iPhones and Android devices. 
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Hawk Radio to debut in the spring

Hawk Radio is located in North Campus at Quincy University. (Submitted phoho by Travis Yates)
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It can be difficult for students to do 
what they love and find the right orga-
nization to get involved in, especially at 
a small university.  

Quincy University has 1,300 
students enrolled and more than 50 
recognized organizations. Among these 
organizations are G-U-I-dance and 
Voices of Praise, or VOP. 

G-U-I-dance is a praise dance 
team, and VOP is a choir. VOP was 
brought to QU by a former student 
named Eugene Jackson in October 
of 2002. Its current choir director is 
Andrea Brown.

G-U-I-dance was brought to QU 
in the spring 2012 semester by Marcia 
Finnie. It originally started in Chica-
go, and Marcia brought the group to 
Quincy.

VOP and G-U-I-dance merged in 
the spring 2014 semester and became 
the Gospel Warriors.

“Gospel Warriors is a combination 
of praise dancers and a gospel choir 
spreading the word of God,” Brown 
said. 

Brown is a senior at QU, and she 
serves as the president and director of 
Gospel Warriors. 

“I love what I do, and I’m glad I got 
involved,” Brown said. 

Gospel Warriors’ purpose is to 

minister to others and spread the word 
of God. The group accomplishes this 
through singing and dancing, which is 
a fun way for the members to express 
themselves artistically, while still incor-
porating God’s word. 

“I know that we’re accomplishing 
our goal by the new members we’ve 
received this semester as well as the ac-
knowledgments we have received from 
people, not that we do it for acknowl-
edgement,” Brown said. 

Near the end of every semester, the 
Gospel Warriors host an annual gospel 
concert. In the fall semester, this event 
usually happens in November and, in 
the spring semester, April. These con-
certs are what the Gospel Warriors are 

known for on campus. 
Both groups’ next event will be 

their annual concert on November 20th 
at 6 p.m. in the Hall of Fame room, lo-
cated in the Health and Fitness Center, 
or the HFC. 

Gospel Warriors is a Chris-
tian-based group.  However, students 
don’t have to be Christian to join.

Students can join VOP through-
out the school year by stopping in and 
sitting in at a rehearsal. If interested, 
students only need to inform someone 
from the group.

To join G-U-I-dance, students 
must try out at the beginning of each 
semester. 

Group spreads God’s word in song, dance
CLE ‘ ANNA MOORE

STAFF WRITER

GOSPEL WARRIORS

CAMPUS RADIO
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BROTHERS OF UNITY

Group puts students in ‘right direction’

In the transition from high school to college, stu-
dents tend to experience new things and learn more 
about themselves. Different groups and organizations 
in college are supposed to be the places that try to 
help students discover themselves and get involved on 
campus.

Richard Cunningham, a sophomore and sports 
management major at Quincy University, is one such 
student, due to his involvement in Brothers of Unity, 
or BOU. 

When Cunningham was a freshman, he was 
always by himself and was not very involved on 
campus. 

However, this changed when Cory Smith, a QU 
graduate, introduced and recruited Cunningham to 
BOU, and he became a part of a family. Cunningham 
has now been a part of BOU for two years.

Joining Brothers of Unity helped Cunningham 
socially and academically, and he said that BOU has 
helped him blossom into who he is now. 

“I really didn`t talk to anybody, and I was usually 
by myself until I joined Brothers of Unity and had 

that brotherhood,” he said.
Cunningham is currently working on campus at 

the café, which is another way for him to get involved 
on campus.

BOU was founded by a previous graduate stu-
dent, Ramone Grayson. It is a group of males who 
come together and create a bond and a brotherhood. 
They help one another academically and socially 
through their college endeavors and even after col-
lege.

“We help our members academically and social-
ly, as well as through their personal lives, just being 
someone our members can lean on, on campus,” 
Cunningham said.

Although BOU is a Christian based organization, 
it is open to males of all ethnicities and religions on 
campus. 

The organization helps the QU campus and the 
community of Quincy by participating in service 
opportunities. 

It also helps freshmen and other students earn 
service hours, which are required to graduate at QU.

Some service projects BOU is involved in are 
cleaning the streets, mentoring the youth, cleaning 
a women’s safe-way house, and helping with the QU 

Community Garden. 
Cunningham is currently the president of BOU. 

As president, his role requires him to be a role model. 
Helping young men in college, especially first year 
students, is what he focuses on. 

This comes easy to him because he`s been there 
before.

“If I can, I`ll put you in the right direction to help 
you,” Cunningham said. 

BOU hosts an annual event, a poetry slam. Orig-
inally, the event was held in October.  However, it was 
also hosted with another QU organization, Portraits 
of a Lady, or POL.

BOU will host its next annual poetry slam in 
April. 

Also starting next semester, BOU will have guest 
speakers and pastors come to QU every two weeks to 
talk to the young men on campus. Everyone is wel-
come to attend these talks. BOU will also host a tutor-
ing and study night in the Student Success Center.

Cunningham has become heavily involved on 
campus and in the community by joining an orga-
nization. The purpose of organizations on college 
campuses is to serve its members and the community 
as a whole, and Brothers of Unity has done just that.

CLE’ANNA MOORE
STAFF WRITER

STUDENT SUCCESS CENTER

Success coaches go above and beyond
Students have had the opportunity 

to work with success coaches for the 
first time this semester.

The success coaches are Nancy 
Geissler, coach for School of Education; 
Donna Holtmeyer, coach for the Divi-
sion of Behavioral and Social Sciences; 
and Jannah Zubaidi, coach for the Divi-
sion of Fine Arts and Communications. 

In its second year on campus, the 
Student Success Center has helped 
students improve in the classroom by 
having tutors of all subjects around dai-
ly to answer any questions or problems 
they are struggling with. 

However, with state-of-the-art 
classrooms and individual study rooms, 
there was still something missing: the 
Success Coach Program. The mission 
of the Success Coach Program is to 
enhance the students’ experience at 

Quincy University. The coaches 
provide constant support as they 
help students achieve their goals 
from the beginning to the end of 
their collegiate career at QU. 

“If a student comes in with 
a problem, we can help them 
figure out a way to fix it,” Holt-
meyer said. 

The coaches primarily work 
with incoming freshmen to make 
the transition into the college 
atmosphere easier. They can help 
students set up their schedules 
and tutoring appointments. They 
can also help students with their 
studying techniques.  

“If we can make an impres-
sion on first year students in 
the first couple of weeks, then we can 
have an impact on their whole career,” 
Geissler said. 

The program is making waves 

around campus because it doesn’t just 
help students academically. It helps 
them with anything that is going on in 
their lives. 

The coaches are enjoying the new 

program just as much as the students. 
 “Being a success coach means being 

there for my students. They can come 
talk with me about anything they need, 
academic or not,” Zubaidi said.

BOBBY KELLER
STAFF WRITER

Quincy University success coaches, from left, are Nancy Geissler, Jannah Zubaidi and   
Donna Holtmeyer. (Falcon photos by Bobby Keller)



Quincy University has many clubs 
and organizations, most of which 
are run by students. All QU students 
have the ability to start a club or 
organization during any point in the 
semester, and this fall, there has been 
another club added to the list, the 
Special Olympics Club.

Volleyball player Renee Beranek 
and swimmer Kelsey Krekeler are 
responsible for bringing  this club to 
QU.

“Our club started because the Area 
11 director, Heather Davis, saw an 
opportunity for QU to be nationally 
recognized … QU has always been 
involved in Special Olympics, but it was 
never official,” Beranek said.

The Special Olympics Club has 
made the club official by establishing 
a mission, partnering with Area 11 
Special Olympics Illinois, and hosting 
events on campus.

“Our mission is to enhance 
the lives of people with intellectual 
disabilities while at the same time 
building a more dynamic and friendly 
campus and world,” Krekeler said.

The Area 11 partnership is 
allowing Beranek and Krekeler to 
increase their overall understanding 
and assist them in dramatically 
growing this club on campus. 

Beranek and Krekeler interact 
mostly with the QU students, and 

Heather Davis of Area 11 interacts 
mostly with the athletes. The 
partnership allows them to help plan 
for the area events, but also gets them 
invited to statewide conferences. 

The partnership has influenced 
Beranek and Krekeler’s perspective 
and opened the door to many 
opportunities, but being athlete 
themselves has also impacted them.

“As a collegiate athlete, we 
sometimes let our competitiveness get 
the best of us…although being at your 
best and winning is enjoyable, there is 
a bigger picture…there are so many of 
us who are blessed to even be able to 
walk, jump, talk, socialize and we just 
take advantage…Hopefully this club 

will help us put the value back in those 
abilities,” Beranek said

After the club hosted some events, 
Beranek and Krekeler saw how some 
of the athletes react to the interactions 
they have with the students.

“I always like to remind people 
that actions that seem unimportant and 
miniscule to us can have a huge impact 
on these athlete’s…Giving them a high 
five can be the difference between them 
having a bad day and them having a 
great day,” Krekeler said.

Although the QU Special Olympics 
Club has already held a few events, it is 
planning to increase its effort as time 
moves along. 

At the beginning of the semester, 

there was a meet and greet for the 
Special Olympic athletes and the QU 
students to get to know each other. 
Also, the club has invited its athletes to 
a QU football and volleyball game.

The events are only going to keep 
coming, and if students want to stay 
up-to-date, they can follow them on 
Facebook or Twitter by searching 
“QU Hawks for Special Olympics,” 
or by signing up for the email list at 
specialolympics@quincy.edu. Students 
can earn service-learning hours for 
helping and attending the events.

The next event will be held Dec. 
6. A Special Olympics basketball 
tournament will be held in the HFC 
and Pepsi.
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Club works with Special Olympics

Special Olympic athletes with Quincy University students. (Falcon photo by Grant Meyer)

GRANT MEYER
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History professor prepares for semester abroad

Dr. Megan Boccardi, a history 
professor at Quincy University, will 
spend the next semester abroad.

She is participating in the Fulbright 
Program to teach abroad at the 
Ca’Foscari University of Venice, which 
is located in the northeastern part of 
Italy on the Adriatic Sea. 

She will only be gone for one 
semester. Then, she will come back to 
QU. 

While away next semester, 

Boccardi will teach classes on the 19th 
century American South, especially the 
Civil War and Reconstruction.  

Outside of teaching, she hopes 
to have the opportunity to travel to 
other places in Europe that she has not 
yet visited. She plans to go to Prague, 
Turkey, and Paris if she has the time.

She is looking forward to her time 
abroad.

“I’m excited to actually live there 
and teach there for an extended period 
of time because it’s different than just 
visiting for a couple of weeks,” Boccardi 
said.

Boccardi is no stranger to traveling, 
as this is her fourth time going to Italy, 
where she once stayed in Rome for a 
month with QU students.

“I love Italy. I love the people. 
I love the culture. It will be a great 
experience,” she said.

Boccardi is also taking students to 
Brazil this holiday break.

She is one of the professors who 
teaches American History along 
with many other history courses at 
QU.   

Boccardi is also one of the heads 
of the university’s Service Learning 

Program. 
When she gets back to QU, she will 

return to her usual classes, clubs, and 
service programs. 

Boccardi is originally from Atlanta, 
Georgia, but she later moved to the 
East Coast. Before her senior year of 
high school, she moved to the Midwest 
in the Chicago area. 

Boccardi received her Bachelor’s 
Degree in history from QU. She 
received her Master’s Degree from 
Louisiana State University and her Ph. 
D. from the University of Missouri.

BOBBY KELLER
STAFF WRITER

FULBRIGHT PROGRAM



Quincy University has been making major 
upgrades to its athletics programs.

With a renovated football stadium and soon-to-
be men’s swim team, students might think new ideas 
and changes to help make the program better would 
be ending. However, that’s not the case. 

QU will be adding a men’s lacrosse team to its 
program in 2016, with the season starting officially in 
the 2017-18 school year. 

Athletic Director Marty Bell says the school will 
start looking for coaches after the new year. When 
QU finds potential coaches, they will be brought onto 
campus in late May for face-to-face interviews. A 

coach will be hired before fall.
“It’s a long process. You want to make sure that 

you have the perfect person for the job, one who 
truly believes in what this school is all about: great 
character and winning,” Bell said. 

The coach will spend the 2016-17 year recruiting 
players. The following year will be the first official 
season that the lacrosse team will play. 

Quincy is not the only school that is adding a 
lacrosse team to its program. At least six men’s and 
women’s lacrosse teams will be added to the GLVC.

Bell says St. Louis, Chicago and Indianapolis are 
the hot recruiting market targets.

“The sport is really emerging in those areas as a 
highly spectated physical sport which draws a large 

crowd of people,” Bell said. “Having lacrosse emerge in 
our area would be good for locals to view a sport that’s 
not necessarily big here but has the potential to be.”  

Bell said that prospective students will be 
attracted to QU because of the lacrosse team. With 
the newly renovated football stadium, the team will 
have somewhere to practice and play.  

“Bringing lacrosse to the school will help enhance 
student population by enrolling 50 to 60 more 
students,” Bell said. “There’s a lot of kids who want to 
play the sport, but there isn’t a whole lot of collegiate 
programs that offer it, so the ability for us to drive 
and bring in numbers is really good.” 

The sport is getting recognized nationally as the 
most up and coming contact sport played today. 
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From South Central L.A. to Quincy
Chris Chappell’e, a senior on the men’s volleyball 

team at Quincy University, has made the most of his 
life, but being a black man from South Central Los 
Angeles who is covered in tattoos inevitably puts off 
an impression to others. 

“My identity differs completely from my out-
ward appearance,” Chappell’e said.  “I understand the 
stereotype I happen to portray, but I just want to be 
accepted for the person I am on the inside before any 
prejudice.”  

Chappell’e has dealt with issues more serious than 
profiling.  

With a high crime index, South Central is a dan-
gerous place to live.  However, numbers mean noth-
ing to Chappell’e. His mother, Jamie Brown, made a 
huge effort to keep him safe in such a dangerous area.  

“I did any and everything to keep him safe,” 
Brown said.  “Childhood friends going to jail and 
getting shot, I sent him to school out of South Central 
and an after school program so he was not around the 
bad stuff as much.”   

Despite the fact that Brown tried to keep him 
safe, Chappell’e questioned where his life was headed 
on a daily basis, wondering if he would make it to 18 
and if he would make it out of South Central. 

“Growing up in South Central was very unique 
to say the least,” Chappell’e said. “A constant set of 
thoughts dwelled in my mind and in the minds of 
many others I shared my life experience with.” 

Chappell’e decided to make a change and come to 
Quincy to better himself.

“What brought me to Quincy was an opportunity 
to not only do better, but be better than the situation 
I was in previously,” Chappell’e said.  “My previous 
situation was full of misguided mistakes, repetitive 

ignorance and broken dreams.  In a nutshell, my 
passion to play volleyball at the next available level 
helped drive my decision to completion.” 

Brown is proud of Chappell’e’s achievements. 
“Chris is the only man in my immediate family 

who will complete college,” Brown said. “He said to 
me the only reason he was going was for volleyball, 
but to have two degrees, I could not be more proud.  I 
guess I raised him right in a world of so much wrong.”  

While many would argue that California sounds 
much more attractive than the Midwest, Chappell’e 
has a different opinion.  

“I have adjusted well to the different lifestyle of 
living in the Midwest and would actually vote for the 
lifestyle of the Midwest over Southern California any 
day,” Chappell’e said.  “The agriculture is beautiful, as 
to where Los Angeles is more architecture.  I mean, 
art is art, but life is art, and, to me, there’s more life in 
the Midwest.”  

Chappell’e has also created his own non-profit 
organization, which he turned into a culture and 
lifestyle his senior year of high school.  Named Ille-
galDream©, the organization hopes to drive others 
out of their conditioned mentality of the cliché, aver-
age working man, into a freer lifestyle.  

“IllegalDream© consists of pushing confidence 
via positivity into the mind of the lost and misguid-
ed,” Chappell’e said.  “It is ideal to create a sense of 
natural bliss about their purpose as they go through 
each moment in life, regardless of class, ethnicity, or 
past experiences.” 

As to where Chappell’e sees himself after 
graduation this spring, the answer was simple. “

I see myself in a completely serene state of mind, 
across the Atlantic Ocean somewhere, continuing 
to live my dream, bringing to fruition all of my 
aspirations,” Chappell’e said.  

Regardless of where Chappell’e ends up, he has 
made it out of an area of despair.  

His mother has a special message that continues 
to resonate with Chappell’e. 

“Everything you want in life is in your reach if 
you keep the faith,” Brown said.  “Don’t let anyone tell 
you it can’t be done. God always has your back.”

SCOTT BRUXVOORT
STAFF WRITER

New sport to debut in 2017-18 school year

Senior Chris Chapell’e, a member of the men’s volley-
ball team, made it out of crime-ridden  South Central 
Los Angeles to grow into who he is now at Quincy 
University. (Photo submitted by Chris Chappell’e)

GODSON ENEOGWE
STAFF WRITER

LACROSSE



On Wednesday, Nov. 11, Quincy 
University athletic director Marty Bell 
announced that Char Obert was step-
ping down and Carla Passini would be 
taking over as the head softball coach. 

Passini has coached four and a half 
years under Obert and is looking for 
many more to come as the head coach. 
Passini believes she will be more of a 
deciding factor on the decision making 
process.

“Head coaches make the ultimate 
decisions while assistants give feedback 
and serve as more of a soundboard,” 
Passini said. “And I couldn’t be more 
excited to be the decision maker.”

Since Passini took the team over 
halfway through the year, she will have 
obstacles to overcome. She understands 
that the team will face adversity at 
times, but it is her job to never let the 
girls give up.

“It is my duty to keep the girls 
on board no matter how big the road 
bumps are along the way,” Passini said. 
“It’s all about trusting the process and 
sticking with what’s been working.”

One of these obstacles to overcome 
is the senior leadership that was lost 

with last year’s team. The team lost Al-
anna Viken, Kelsey Ley, Emma Topps, 
Jill Suellentop, Makenzie Fox, and Jessie 
Grimes. 

“These seniors were the backbone 
of the team’s success,” said junior Lind-
sey Greene. “They paved the way for us 
underclassmen to step into roles to help 

build future success for the program.”
Passini started coaching softball 

because of her love for the game. She 
loves sharing it with others and couldn’t 
see herself without it. This passion is 
going to have to be at the core when 
leading the girls back to their mission: 
the GLVC Tournament. 

“We really want to make it back to 
the conference tournament so it gives 
us a shot at making the NCAA tour-
nament,” Greene said. “And we believe 
Carla is the answer we need.”

Passini’s passion along with her 
keen softball sense will leave a bright 
future ahead for the QU softball team.
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Passionate Passini takes over softball program

Char Obert, left, stepped down as head softball coach and opened the door for Carla Passini, right, to take over.  (Photos by Brendan Bittner)

DOMINIC MILES
STAFF WRITER

Experiened Hawks return core group of players

The 2015-2016 men’s basketball 
team is looking forward to improve 
this year after finishing with a 13-16 
record and losing in the first round of 
the GLVC tournament to Truman State 
last year. 

The Hawks will return five starters 
from last year as they seek to finish 
top in their conference. They were 
picked to finish third in GLVC West in 
the coaches poll this past month. The 
Hawks started the season with a 1-3 
record. 

Bell is looking to be more success-
ful than last year.

“One of the things we are blessed 
with is that we have some veterans with 
some experience. We have a good core 
of returning players, we brought in 
some new players that will add to our 

depth and it gives us a deeper team and 
much more talented team than before,” 
said Bell.

Senior Thomas Jackson, junior 
Herm Senor II and senior Godson 
Eneogwe will be the three guards in the 
starting lineup. The two big men will be  
transfer Joe Tagarelli from Kirkwood 
Community College and junior Evan 
McGaughey (R-Junior). 

Senior Dalton Hoover is coming 
off the bench this year after starting 
last year. Junior Scottie Bruxvoort 
and senior Nate Des Jardins will see 
significant playing time, as well as two 
transfers.

Sophomore Bobby Frasco trans-
ferred from Buffalo, a Division I school 
that played in the NCAA Tournament 
last year. Junior Von Washington III 
transferred from Western Michigan. 

The rest of the returners this year 

are senior Devonta Crochrell. sopho-
more Damon Patterson (who did not 
play last year due to a season ending 
injury suffered pre-season), freshman 
Ryan Daugherty and senior Jordan 
Wilson. Grant Meyer and Brandon Loo 
suffered season ending ACL injuries 
during the first week of practice and 
will not return this year.  

Elmelik Martin Jr. and Trevor 
Meny are redshirting this year. Marcus 
Hilton, a sophomore, transferred from 
Lindenwood and is ineligible to play 
this year.  

The team has seven seniors, but 
six will look to contribute and lead the 
team this year with Meyer being out for 
the season. 

“We are an old team, we have been 
playing with each other for three years 
and most of us are upperclassmen, and 
our chemistry is really good,” Mc-

Gaughey said.  
Along with three losses in the first 

four games, QU also lost an exhibition 
game against Northwestern. The Hawks 
lost that game 80-64 despite a strong 
second half. 

“We can compete with anybody if 
we put our minds so we have to figure 
out what can make us consistent to win 
games,” said Bell. 

The team dropped thier first three 
gamesagainst Grand Valley State, Ferris 
State and Upper Iowa. They defeated 
Robert Morris-Springfield on Nov. 21 
for their first victory.

Bell explained that consistency is 
going to play a big part of this season 
by winning both halves of games in-
stead of one.

The next game home game is 
against Hannibal-Lagrange on Wednes-
day, Nov. 25 at 7:30 p.m.   

BRAYDEN NUESSEN
STAFF WRITER

MEN’S BASKETBALL PREVIEW



The Quincy University women’s soccer team 
had a phenomenal year but it just could not hold off 
Grand Valley State University on Nov. 15 in the sec-
ond round of the NCAA tournament, losing 6-0.

Quincy ended its season with a record of 14-4-4.
Quincy had a lot of big victories, including a win 

against Grand Valley State University in the season 
opener. With that win it looked like it was going to be 
a promising season for the Lady Hawks. The Hawks 
just could not hold off Grand Valley when they need-
ed it most.

Quincy went into the GLVC tournament seeded 
third. It topped Lewis University 4-0 in the opening 
round at Legends Stadium. The Lady Hawks traveled 
to Louisville for the second round matchup against 
Truman State but could not pull off the win, falling 
in a shootout. They still earned a bid into the NCAA 
Tournament even though they did not win the GLVC 
Tournament. 

QU went into the NCAA tournament seeded 
fourth. They drew a first round matchup against the 
University of Missouri-St. Louis. They won that very 
tough game 1-0 at Grand Valley State University. 
Winning that game meant another match up with de-
fending back-to-back Division II champions, Grand 
Valley State. The Lakers took a first half lead of 3-0. 
Quincy had a several good chances throughout the 
game but could not find the back of the net. 

Quincy played hard but could not slow down the 
high powering offense of the Lakers. Grand Valley 
added another 3 goals in the second half. GVSU tal-
lied 35 shots, 13 on goal, while the Hawks had 9 shots 
and 7 on goal. 

Senior midfielder Ashley Burton joined freshman 
Abby Pulliam on the All-GLVC first team. Sopho-
more defender Maxine Peat was named to the second 
team. Sophomore forward Mackenzie Rief, senior 
midfielder Haylye Markway, junior defender Maddy 
Kuhlenberg, and sophomore defender Allison Birke 

were each chosen as third team members.
The Lady Hawks will miss seniors Burton, 

Kuhlenberg, Peat, Markway and Morgan Roberts. 
They are looking to bounce back and have another 
great year in 2016. 

Quincy University’s men’s soccer 
team had a good season going for 
them, but like the Lady Hawks soccer, 
fell short in the NCAA tournament. 

The Hawks ended their season 
with an overall record of 12-7-2. Inju-
ries played a tough role for the Hawks 
this season. They made it to the NCAA 
tournament and played Cedarville in 
the opening round, falling short. 

The men’s soccer team fought 
hard all year and went into the GLVC 
tournament ranked 3rd. They hosted 
Bellarmine in the opening round and 

won with a promising 3-1 victory. 
They then traveled to Kansas City 

for the second round matchup against 
the University of Indianapolis. They 
played a great match and were able to 
pull off the win in penalty kicks 4-1. 

It looked promising for the Hawks, 
they needed a victory against Rock-
hurst to win the GLVC tournament. 
However, they fell short to the number 
one seeded Rockhurst Hawks 1-0. A 
hard fought match was separated by 
just one goal, in favor of Rockhurst.

They earned a bid into the NCAA 
tournament. 

The Hawks entered the tournament 

as the 4 seed. They drew a first round 
bout against Cedarville University. 
They traveled to Kansas City again in 
hopes of a better turn out than the last 
time they visited. The Cedarville Yellow 
Jackets had a record of 15-3-2. 

The Yellow Jackets scored in the 
14th minute, 21st minute, and the 64th 
minute of play. This is all they needed 
to hold off the Hawks. The Hawks fired 
5 shots but only 3 were on goal, while 
the Yellow Jackets shot 13 times and 11 
on goal. 

The Hawks had their chances in 
the game. Artan Emini had a great 
chance in the 30th minute, but a Ce-

darville defender denied his shot. Pete 
Condol ripped a shot in the 86th min-
ute but the Yellow Jackets goalie, Paulo 
Pinto, was able to keep the shutout for 
the Yellow Jackets. 

An injury to Taylor Reis earlier 
made it hard for the Hawks to keep 
pushing through. They played great 
soccer without their leading goal scorer 
and points leader. 

The Hawks had a great season and 
will only have one player not returning. 
Ben Oliver was the lone senior for the 
Hawks. The Hawks will look to bounce 
back next year and continue their win-
ning tradition. 
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Lady Hawks can’t get past Grand Valley St.
JUSTIN BLECHLE

STAFF EDITOR

Injured Hawks run out of gas in NCAA Tournament

Seven Lady Hawks were named All-GLVC, with Abby Pulliam (bottom left) winning Freshman of the Year honors. 

MEN’S SOCCER

JUSTIN BLECHLE
STAFF EDITOR



Junior midfielder Taylor Reis played a key 
part in last year’s historic run to the NCAA 
Final Four for the Quincy University men’s 
soccer team. 

As a sophomore, Reis was a mainstay 
in the Hawks’ lineup, starting all 25 games, 
scoring four goals, and collecting eight assists 
in the process.  After the completion of the 
regular season, Reis was named a Third Team 
All-GLVC honoree for the 2014 season.  

Reis, a graduate of Quincy Notre Dame 
High School, followed up an impressive soph-
omore season with an even more impressive 
2015 campaign.  

The Quincy native started in 18 games 
before a broken fibula and a torn ligament 
between the fibula and tibia ended his season.  

However, before the injury occurred, Reis 
was the best the GLVC had to offer.  

Totaling a league best 20 points and scor-
ing nine goals on the year, Reis was given the 
distinction of Offensive Player of the Year in 
the GLVC.  He is just the fourth Hawk to be 
awarded this honor, following in the footsteps 
of Hawk greats such as Jordan Roberts (2014), 
Grant Ellison (2011), and Matt Vollink 
(2000). 

As well as being named Offensive Player 
of the Year, Reis was also honored as a First 
Team All GLVC performer.  

Reis’ injury occurred in the quarterfinals 
of the GLVC Tournament and kept him from 
playing in the GLVC Tournament semifinals 
and tournament championship game as well 
as the first round of the NCAA Tournament. 

“It wasn’t ideal obviously. I always want to 
be out there playing and trying to make a dif-
ference, but there is no point in thinking like 
that. I just tried to help the guys in whatever 
ways I could,” Reis said.

The Hawks’ season came to an end in the 
first round of the NCAA Tournament, and 
it already has Reis looking forward to next 
season.

Reis has set the bar high for himself next 
year, hoping to try and score more goals and 
earn All-American honors, setting the stan-
dard high from the start.

Though these expectations may be too 
high for some, Reis has done nothing but 
improve during his time as a Hawk, and the 
goal of All-American might be well within his 
reach.
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Reis finds stride despite late injury

Taylor Reis dealt with injuries all year, but it did not stop him from being named the Great Lakes Valley Conference’s Offen-
sive Player of the Year. (Photo Courtesy of Taylor Reis)

DOMINIC MILES
STAFF WRITER
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