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Student Achievement Awards

Freshman of the Year

Junior of the Year

•

•

Zach Reider

Genesis Torrens

Senior of the Year

•

Darek Lambert

Award Winners
President of the Year • Darek Lambert
Organization of the Year • Circle K
Member of the Year • Ian Heinze
Advisor of the Year • Danielle Flesner
Program of the Year • Spiritual Mentor Program
Perseverance Award • Megan Jaboor
Career Services Professionalism Award • Bridget Hunkins
Rising Star Award • Lydia Martens
Tutor of the Year • Dylan Handlin
Mentee of the Year • Marissa Gonzalez
Outstanding Diversity Leadership Award • Ernest Baker
Civility and Respect Award • Tamera Pratt
and Chayim Cunningham
Bridging the Gap Award • Genesis Torrens

Student Choice Spirit Award Winners
Male Spirit Student Athlete of the Year • Adam Meyer
Female Spirit Student Athlete of the Year • Anika Webster
Athletic Spirit Team of the Year • Men’s Volleyball

Sophomore of the Year

•

Mary Argana

Excellence In Leadership 		
		
Award Winners
Freshman Excellence in Leadership • Jacob Flynn, Zach
Reider, Thomas Wilkans and Maggie Porterfield, Lauren
Worl & Marquiaun Williams
Sophomore Excellence in Leadership • Dylan
Christiansen, Aloysius Cooper, Mary Argana,
Madison Donahue, Henry Haughton & Megan Jaboor,
Quincy Fuehne, Kimberly Bukowski, Madeline Finney,
Taylor King
Junior Excellence in Leadership • Cooper Harrison,
Ernest Baker, Genesis Torrens, Abigail Carpenter,
Taylor McMonagle & Marissa Gonzalez
Senior Excellence in Leadership • Darek Lambert,
Rebecca McIsaac , James Ariel, Tamera Pratt,
Emily Nelson and Rebecca McIsaac & Richard
Cunningham
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT

SGA Semester Summarized

LAUREN BEEMAN

The Student Government Association has
an $1100 budget for the
remainder of the semester. The administration plans
to use the money to purchase apparel for senate and
executive team members.
Additionally, they plan to purchase apparel for
sale with the remainder of their funds.
On its list of goals, SGA notes that it wants to
improve its legitimacy, boost commuter student
involvement, and create a more inclusive, vibrant
campus life for students.
SGA is facing a shrunken budget, so Co-Presidents Mary Argana and Abigail Moore encouraged
senator to brainstorm fundraising ideas. Proposed
ideas include a Krispy Kreme fundraiser, a teacher
date auction, and a carnival.
Among changes already made by the administration since taking office at the start of the semester
include a change of meeting location and time, the
introduction of a formal meeting as well as an informal, open meeting, and the formation of a Commuter
Committee.
Argana spent an entire informal meeting inSTAFF WRITER

structing senators on how to pass
legislation, amend the constitution, and
conduct formal meetings.
SGA has also boosted its social
media presence with the introduction of
an Instagram page.
The administration under Agana
and Moore launched its term with a
“Night of Excellence” inaugural banquet
that commemorated past and current
SGA members. SGA spent an estimated
$800 on the redcarpet event. The invite-only banquet took place on March
1, 2018, and included select students,
faculty, and special guests. The new
co-presidents and co-vice- presidents
along with the senators were formally
sworn in by University President Phil
Conover.
SGA still needs to fill several vacant senator seats,
and is looking to do so via appointments, but if a
student is interested in joining SGA they may attend
the open, informal meetings on Monday nights in the
Gray Gallery in Brenner Library.

The Argana-Moore administration will hold
office until elections in November 2018.

An Editorial from Abigail
ABIGAIL MOORE
OPINION

My name is Abigail Moore, elected
last November into Student Government as your President, co-presiding
with my comrade, Mary Argana. Early
October, I was sitting in my QU Media
Class hours after an official decision to
run in the student government election as SGA president. My head was
spinning with thoughts of “what if ”.
My Vice President and I had an elaborate plan on how we would execute
our year if we were to win. My Com
Professor was happy that I was taking
such a big step - but I could tell she was
concerned about the conflict it might
cause,
“What are you going to do if you
win”. I spit out my first thought, “That’s
funny, that’s not going to happen. I’ll
be covering SGA meetings this coming
year, don’t worry.” A few weeks pass by,

and the results are a tie. Despite the fact
I was so sure nothing would come out
of It, I knew I had to take the position. This is a huge conflict of interest,
that I absolutely don’t regret getting
myself into- even for a second. Currently, I am a reporter for QUTV and
QU Media. This means I report on all
news, regardless of what it is. You may
recognize SGA as an integral factor in
contributing a great experience for the
students. SGA also stands as a voice for
all students. As president, I work hand
in hand with my co-president, the University President, The Dean of Students,
and Residence Life in order to give our
students the best experience possible.
My plan until November elections is
to balance these positions as truthfully, authentically and to the best of my
ability. It is such an honor to be serving
my peers as a leader in student government. My goals as SGA president are to

THE FALCON IS LOOKING FOR STUDENT WRITERS.
STUDENTS IN ANY MAJOR MAY SUBMIT WORK OR INQUIRE
ABOUT SUBMISSIONS BY CONTACTING FACULTY ADVISOR:

make changes within our government,
which will in turn present themselves
as outward changes on our campus
and in our community. I’d like to focus
on stabilization within our senate. I
am paying particular attention to our
commuter students and their involvement within Quincy University. As
Co-President, my goals are completely
different from Co-President Argana.
What we like about the results of this
election are that we are able to combine these ideas into something truly
impactful. As I mentioned, the conflict
of interest here is big because media is
supposed to cover news and updates
that SGA specifically makes changes
on. Though, thinking with a glass ‘HalfFull” perspective, the beauty of being
SGA president and a journalist on the
rise are that my intentions and goals are
very similar. What I’ve learned about
being a journalist is that it’s truly being

a voice to all people, reporting on what
needs to be revealed, and “shining a
light in dark places” - a similar goal of
SGA president. As a reporter for QU
Media, I hope to report on the stories
that need to be told.
I hope to be an influencer, a
role-model, and a change maker.
Through both of these positions, I hope
to initiate a real difference that will
impact students years after my graduation here at Quincy University. What’s
beautiful about Quincy University are
the students. I see such great success in
this university with the leaders already
here. I encourage all students with
questions, concerns, suggestions and
ideas to contact me and let me know.
As both President and Reporter, my
goal is to bring to light those ideas and
make change with the resources I have.
Best Regards,
Abigail Moore

NORA BALDNER
ASSISTANT COMMUNICATION PROFESSOR
SCHANO@QUINCY.EDU
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NEW HOUSING SYSTEM

Students React to
Recent Housing Lottery Draw

ABIGAIL MOORE
STAFF WRITER

Quincy University
residence life directors have
changed the housing selection process for the Fall 2018
semester. Students spent Friday April 13th, hoping to get
their first choice in a random
housing lottery.
Residence Director
Genesis Torrens said this new
housing selection process will
now be ‘fair across the board’,
instead of the previous merit
based system. She said the
previous housing system was
defective. Torrens said last
year students complained
that they were in class or had
wifi issues when the housing
application opened online,
and they didn’t get the rooms
they wanted. She says the new system
eliminates the problems that come
along with a first come first serve basis.
The new system uses a number system
where students choose rooms based on
a number they drew from a box.
“It’s universally fair now. It used to
be based on whoever signed up first or
GPA; now it’s being put into a group
of people,” Torrens said. ” It used to
be as long as you signed up first, you
got what you wanted. It’s now an even
playing field. Within those numbers,
you get a fair chance to choose. A lot
of people are like ‘it’s so stupid’, but
honestly it just makes it fair.”
Some students are disappointed
with the change and say they liked last
year’s system better.
Sophomore student Justin Eads
was especially upset when he didn’t get
his first choice, instead he was placed
in his last choice of rooms.
“I am going to be a junior, fairly
ahead in credit hours and I am being
forced to go to my third, and potentially fourth option, all because I picked a
number that had no correlation to what
I have done in the classroom and all
based on my ability to pick a number
out of a cardboard box,” Eads said.

Students were to fill out a housing
application that was sent through email
on March 22.
On Wednesday, April 11, students
woke up early to wait in the SSC to
confirm their housing application and
choose a number from Box 1, 2 or 3.
The lower the number, the greater the
chance of a first choice option housing
arrangement. Essentially, the number
chosen defined the student’s future
living space for the upcoming year.
Room selection process began at 6
p.m. Friday, at the SSC. The Residence
Life directors started with number 1
and worked their way to 350. If a number was called and the student was not
present, they would move on. Senior
row houses, SLC single rooms, Woods’
single rooms, and Willer suites were
the first to go to students with numbers
lower than 60. Double and triple rooms
in the SLC went to students with
numbers lower than 100.
Students entering into their senior
year, like Emily McCleery, Michelle
Patterson, and Oluwatimilehin Ajayi,
were hoping to get their first option
spots but the numbers they picked at
random were too high.
“I’m not happy with the number I
pulled,” Patterson, who drew 193, said.

McCleery was hoping to live in the
SLC her last year on campus, but she
pulled 183 from the box.
“Honestly I think it’s unfair for the
people who’ve worked harder. I think
people with a higher GPA should get it
also,” McCleery said.
Ajayi, who pulled 175, said that a
student has to be ‘lucky’ in order to get
where they want. He said that upperclassmen were competing with sophomores.
Although some students were
upset, others were fortunate. Students
who pulled higher numbers were less
bothered about the system. Seniors
Kyle Fraser and Scott Prsha were
planning on living together in the SLC.
They received an SLC room becauseFraser pulled the number 25. Fraser
admitted to feeling bad for the students
who have put in hours of work and
time into their academics and didn’t get
the room they wanted.
“For seniors, we shouldn’t have
been so nervous about getting a room.
For seniors who got higher numbers,
I just think, that could’ve been us,”
Fraser said.
But Prsha decided to look at the
positive side of things.
“It’s an even slate, everything has

its advantages and
disadvantages,” Prsha
said.
Despite the
drawbacks and
complaints from
students, Residence
Life directors see this
new system as an
opportunity to show
impartiality to the
students.
“A lottery system
means no favoritism
shows. Fairness is
open to everyone.
We just have to lay it
all out there. Sometimes we get stuck in
the zone of entitlement. Instead, it’s
now an equal chance
on picking a number to get a spot,”

Torrens said.
Emily Van Rie didn’t see the
system as fair. Her 4.0 GPA and early
graduation date didn’t get her the number she hoped for.
“I do not like the new process. I
just think it’s unfair. With the golf guys,
some of them are ineligible to play golf
and they got better spots and numbers
than we did. It was supposed to ‘reward
those in good standing’,” Van Rie said.
Van Rie and her teammate Carri
Lord pulled 130 and 160 and said they
lost hope in
snagging a room in the SLC.
“It’s not fair,” Carrie Lord added.
Aloysius Cooper, will be a junior
this fall and hoped to receive a room in
Padua Hall.
“It’s pitiful. I don’t like this. I think
they should’ve stuck with last years
way: online and simple. For it to be like
this is too much and it’s adding stress
on themselves,” Cooper said. “I just
hope they don’t ever do this process
again.”
Students approved for Willer
themed housing, Greek housing,
Nursing housing, and honors housing
received their housing assignments at 8
p.m. Thursday, April 12.
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CAMPUS NEWS

Get Ready
for Finals
ANNA KONCZAK
STAFF WRITER

Preparing for finals is
not exactly an easy task.
Getting through the semester is similar to a calm
before a storm. That storm
is finals week.
“I kind of wait
through out the semester
for the most part before
worrying about finals. To
prepare for finals I make
flashcards and kind of
start studying early, at
least maybe a week or two
before. I haven’t made
them yet though,” said
Breanna Kurk.
For procrastinators
the end of the school year
can be an absolute nightmare. The four assignments from the online

class that were put off
need to be finished all
at once, that 10 page
paper that should have
been started over a month
ago is still a blank document and those 15 hours
of service learning need to
be completed within the
next three days.
“I’m freaking out. I
have an online class that
I haven’t done much in
all semester. Basically I’m
just trying to cram everything in and I’m getting to
the realization that there’s
two weeks left and I’m
losing it. I slept like four
hours last night. Im super
far behind and I’m usually
not the kind of person to
stress out but I’m starting
to get pretty stressed,” said
Shane McAdams

While procrastinating may not be ideal for
others, some students
enjoy the time crunch of
putting everything off until the end of the semester.
“It doesn’t make me
stressed towards the end
because when I’m pressed
for time I work better and
I’m much more focused.
Also, I have the mind
set that when I turn it in
then it’s done and out of
my control. I get all my
homework done at once
by spending most of the
day in my room working
on whatever needs to be
worked on and I try to
stay away from anything
that could distract me”
said Ryan McMillan.
But the end of the
school year means finals
week and for any student,
even the ones on who
have turned everything
in on time and completed
all their service learning hours earlier in the
semester, that is still an
overwhelming time.
“Preparing for finals
week as a nursing major
means you get really used
to not sleeping. We can’t

miss any assignments
because they don’t accept
late work, it’ll be a zero and
you have to have a 77%
test average, 77% in the
class and pass clinicals to
pass the throughout the
semester. I got a 98% on
my last test but I did the
study guide and intermittently studied for 5 days.
That helps breaking it up
like that and not cramming
because we actually have
to know the information”
Ashley Doelman said.
While many of the
students left a small
amount of time for their
breakdowns from the
large amount of studying they have to do and
papers they need to write.
“First I make my
study guides very extensive and detailed. I save
and review all my old
notes and powerpoints.
I start studying in two
weeks in advance at least.
And then I no stop drink
coffee and candy and
barely sleep during the
week before and during
finals week and listen to
teacher podcasts. Lastly I
go into my teachers and

look at all my previous
tests in the class then cry
each night,” said Dana
Walsh.
They also do not feel
one bit guilty for treating themselves to little
luxuries like coffee, eating
out, or getting their nails
done.
“I’m getting my nails
done the week before finals but also because volleyball is over. I get myself
coffee everyday, sometimes three times a day. I
also eat alot of unhealthy
food and I don’t feel bad
about it at all really,” said
Emma Lynch
QU understands
that the week leading
up to finals is a very
stressful time for students and hosts events
centered around their
studying. They have the
local animal shelter, The
Quincy Humane Society,
bring dogs to campus for
students to play with.
According to
animalsmart.org, “Playing
with or petting an animal
can increase levels of the
stress-reducing hormone
oxytocin and decrease

production of the stress
hormone cortisol.”
While this is just one
of the handful of events
QU hosts to help students
survive finals, it might
be the most beneficial to
students’ overall health
to attend. Possibly a very
probable argument to
address with your parents
about adopting a dog of
your own.
Other events are late
night breakfast hours,
Cocoa and Cram sessions,
and the library is open
around the clock. Different dorms host different
events for their students
to prepare themselves
for the terror that awaits
them in that last week of
school. The dorms also
put a 24 hour quiet rule
in affect the week leading up to and the week of
finals. The SSC is open 24
hours a day throughout
the school year but offers
different snacks and coffee
during finals week.
Check your QU
email for more updates
about events leading up
to finals week to help take
stress away from students.
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An Update on
Augustus Tolton’s Canonization

CAMPUS NEWS

Fr. Augustus Tolton’s path to canonization just got a
little brighter.
STAFF WRITER
Servant of God Augustus Tolton, former slave and the
first black priest in the United States, has been in the process of being canonized
into sainthood for several years now. After years of reviewing his life, historical
consultants from the Vatican in Rome made an important decision March 8,
regarding Tolton’s acceptance into Sainthood. Because Tolton’s cause to canonization was further solidified by the Vatican, it is now moving forward in the process.
On March 8, 2018, the historical consultants to the Vatican Congregation for
Causes of Saints examined and approved the positio, voting that the research on
Tolton’s life was accepted and finished. This approval is the next step in moving
the canonization process to completely finished.
In a recent blog post made by The Diosece of Springfield Priest and Quincy
native Fr. Daren Zehnle, he explained the “Happy Update” on Fr. Tolton’s cause for
canonization.
“In canonical terms, a position is something like a position paper which
argues, in this case, that Father Tolton lived both the cardinal virtues - justice,
prudence, temperance, and fortitude - and the
theological virtues - faith, hope, and love - to a heroic degree and so is worthy
of receiving the honorific, title of “Venerable” Zehnle said.
Quincy University Friar Fr. Joe Zimmerman has been keeping up with
Quincy University’s Alumnus’ status and progression in canonization within the
Vatican.
“It’s been officially accepted in Rome, but it’s still in the preliminary
stages,” Zimmerman said, “ It’s been going for several years, I could see it
going for another year or so.”
The next steps in this process are the Positio now needs to be verified by Pope
Francis. If the Pope approves the Positio, Tolton would be given the title
“Venerable”.
The process of becoming a saint is lengthy and takes several years to complete
if accepted. The process in becoming a saint usually does not begin until at least
five years after the death. At the appropriate time, the person’s life is examined and
opened for investigation, which includes gathering evidence and witness
testimonies. Once the case is accepted for further examination, the person
may be called “Servant of God”. The Congregation for the Causes of Saints reviews
the evidence of the holy life that person lived, and will either approve or disapprove the case, which is then passed to the pope in order to earn the title
“Venerable”. After the title Venerable, the next stage would be to examine
Verified Miracles, which means a miracle needs to be proven answered by the
person already dead. The prayers are viewed as proof that the person is in already
heaven, which means they would be able to intercede with God. Vatican experts

ABIGAIL MOORE

will pray for the intercession of the individual, which would lead to beautification. After beatification, the individual is given the title “Blessed”. Canonization is
the final step in a deceased individual entering into sainthood. A second miracle
would need to be reached after beatification in order to achieve canonization.
Tolton is still within the preliminary stages with a few more steps to take in order
to complete the full canonization process.

Fr. Augustus Tolton - Photo Courtesy of Fr. Leo Enlow

QU Academic Symposium List of Winners

§ Division of Fine Arts and Commucation:  Lauren Beeman and mentor Dr. Barb Schleppenbach, 1st prize of $100
§ Division of Behavioral & Social Sciences: Madeline Dietrich and mentor Dr. Judy Abbott, 1st prize of $100 each
§ Division of Science & Technology:
Gage Brummell and mentor Dr. Scott Luaders, 1st prize of $100 each
						
Julia Houghton and mentor Dr. Michelle Combs, 2nd prize of $75 each
						
Bridget Hunkins, Raigen Schwarz &amp; Anike Webster and mentor
§ Master’s in Education in Counseling:
Veronica Lawson and mentor Dr. Andrea Fifield, 1st prize of $100 each
					
Savannah Coelho and mentor Dr. Ken Oliver, 2nd prize of $75 each
					
Ashley VanCamp and mentors Dr. Ken Oliver & Dr. Asabi Dean, 3rd prize of
						
$50 each ($50 to student, $25 to each mentor)
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THE QU

FOUR

Students give their
thoughts on current
events and topics
around campus

ASHLEY MCNAME
JUNIOR

CARTER NAUGHTON
JUNIOR

What are your best tips
for surviving finals?

Coffee, cramming, crying

5 Hour Energy shots,
designated time for
mental breakdowns and
frozen pizzas

What are your summer
plans?

Working and vacation to
Destin, FL

Other than traveling to
South America, I’m still
not sure but working and
a lot of baseball

Did you get the room
you wanted?

Yes I guess, I got housing
but not the house
I wanted

Yes I guess, barely. I was
really frustrated and
stressed about the whole
situation but I was able to
get my second option

What is your favorite
class?

Anatomy was my favorite
class

Politics and the Press or
Media and Politics. I took
it with Professor Baldner
during the election and it
was awesome!

Do you use cable in your
room?

I don’t have cable in my
room because I live in a
house and it doesn’t work
in the houses

Yes, everyday

What do you think about
not having it anymore?

I already live without it so
I don’t mind

I had no clue that was a
possibility. How are we
supposed to keep up on
the news?

KARL HIRSCH
JUNIOR

EMILY VAN RIE
SOPHOMORE

Look up the order of when
My best advice is to
you’re going to take them,
plan ahead and start
pay attention to classes
studying a few days in
you need to do best in, beadvance
gin studying for them two
weeks ahead of time
This summer im comPlaying baseball in
pleting my internship
Waterloo, Iowa with the
at
our golf course back
Waterloo Bucks. Sechome and playing in difond half will be here in
feren golf tournaments
Quincy working with
and playing with my dog
other pitchers.
Wasn’t our first choice
but we’re not opposed to
it. We got lucky that the
last couple rooms available had all the requirements we wanted
Intro to Criminal Justice
with Professor Abbot!

Everyday

How are we supposed
to stay up to date on
current events and
political views without
cable?

No I did not get the
room I wanted. I was
planning on living in the
SLC and now I’m living in
Woods
My favorite class is my
sport leadership class
with Professor Mahoney

Yeah I use cable all the
time. I love reality television and watching sports
games

I will be very upset if we
no longer have cable

ATHLETICS

7 • THE FALCON

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 2018

LONG TIME FAN HONORED

63 Years a Fan
ANNA KONCZAK
STAFF WRITER

In a town of 40,000 people surrounded by corn
fields, there’s not much else to do in the winter weather but watch basketball.The basketball teams in the
Quincy community are well supported, especially by
one man in particular.
George Caspermeyer had his moment on the
court after 63 years of sitting in the bleachers. The QU
Athletic Department, along with the men’s basketball
team and new head coach Ryan Hellenthal, honored
Caspermeyer’s seven decades of loyalty in between
the two games. Caspermeyer stood on the court in
front of a packed Pepsi Arena. A player from every
decade that Caspermeyer has been a season ticket
holder stood on the court alongside him to visually
represent his long-term commitment and properly
thank him for his 63 years of support.
Those players include; two time hall of fame
inductee Dick Thompson and Ben Bumbry representing the 1950’s, George Meyer representing the 1960’s,
Bill Dorethy representing the 1970’s, Mike Elbe
representing the 1980’s, Kevin Reller representing
the 1990’s, Brian Feldner representing the 2000’s, and
Justin Brock represented the 2010’s.
“I’ll tell you what, I can’t believe all these wonderful people. It’s been a wonderful ride, I’ve seen some
wonderful players come out of QU and it’s really been
a good ride since 1955,” George Caspermeyer said.
The men’s basketball Head Coach Ryan Hellenthal presented Caspermeyer with a basketball signed
by the 2017-2018 team. Caspermeyer’s commitment
to QU basketball is the longest commitment from any
fan in the program’s history.
“It was really memorable to be here. Not for
myself but more for george and i think were all here
to support george and thank him for all the years and
decades of support to this college this community
and the basketball program,” Mike Elbe said.
Caspermeyer’s night to shine was created after
George Meyer was reading the paper one day. Meyer

saw an article about a local high school basketball
fan that had been attending games since the 1960’s.
Meyer knew that Caspermeyer had been a fan since
before then and wanted to follow suit in giving recognition to local devoted fans.
“I played in 1960 to 1963 and I didnt know
george at the time but he kept coming up and talking
to me all the time about where I played on the floor,
what I did and those kinds of things. I says ‘how long
have you been coming to these games?’ and he’s said
he got inspired in 1955 by Dick Thompson and Ben
Bumbry who are local basketball legends and their
team went to the national finals. He said ever since
then he’s been going to games and enjoying it. He said
‘I can tell you things about all the players from back
then till now,’” George Meyer said. “Got to thinking
that we oughta honor him because im sure theres no
other fans here that long.”
The 1955 basketball team had such a successful
season that Caspermeyer was hooked on the game.
Although it took some time to come around to the
idea of attending games, his wife joins him in the
stands to honor his long term commitment to the
game.
Caspermeyer isn’t just a great basketball fan, he’s
an active member of st. peter’s church and also a great
neighbor.
“We were neighbors for 20 years and he’s just a
super super person,” Dick Thompson said. “He was
always a person who was caring and concerning
person. He really was a yard person. I’d see him out in
his yard quite a bit and i always wondered how much

more time he could spend in his yard because I just
didn’t do that.”
The couple’s loyalty stretches farther than just
QU basketball. They have season tickets for one of the
local high schools, Quincy Notre Dame, and casually
attend John Wood Community College games. When
the seasons change and baseball is in full swing,
Caspermeyer is an avid baseball fan. He and his wife
attend as many Quincy Gems games as they can.
“It’s really been a s pleasure to see him enjoy it
throughout the years and I’m really glad that I let him
go all the time,” Caspermeyer’s wife joked.
QU baseball is not a past time Caspermeyer
picked up in the gloomy days when basketball is out
of season. Two of his 11 grandchildren were athletes
at QU. One played softball and the other played
baseball.
“Not only does he support [QU] but he sends
people here to support the teams,” Meyer said.
Caspermeyer was very appreciative of the recognition he received for doing what he loves.
“I played here in 1982 to 1986 and knew him
being an avid fan during those years. He was always
very complimentary of my play. Never critical. And
so he was always very positive and supportive and I
think that’s sort of the way he’s been in his life. I mean
he’s always been that guy that’s an optimist ya know
thinks the glass is half full, looks on the better side of
life and george has just been an inspiration to alot of
us that played here and to a lot of people in the community too he’s just been a pillar.” Elbe said.
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Where Are They Now?
BAILEY GREUBEL
STAFF WRITER

Everyone knows that athletics is a
huge part of the tradition of success at
Quincy University. But not many know
how far that success truly goes.
Quincy graduates hundreds of
students every year, each striving to
take their athletic or scholar careers
to the next level. They want to use the
skills they learned at the university,
both on and off the fields or courts, to
see how far their potential can travel.
For QU alumni David Jacob, he got the
opportunity of a life time to see where
his baseball career at Quincy University
could take him.
Jacob left Quincy University in
2016 after he was signed to the Toronto Blue Jays on June 17th. A week
later, he was assigned to play in the
Minor League for the GCL (Gulf Coast
League) Blue Jays. From here he moved
to the Buffalo Bisons in 2017, and then
to the Vancouver Canadians.
Last summer he was assigned to
the Lansing Lugnuts in Michigan where
he currently plays.
“My whole life it was a dream to be
able to play professional baseball,” said
Jacob. “I have been playing since I was

4 years old and I always told myself I
was going to get drafted. So getting that
call was just a relief and a dream come
true because it was something that I
worked 16+ years for.”
Quincy University baseball was
one of many factors that helped lead
Jacob towards his success. He says there
was a lot of work put in to his baseball
career at Quincy that helped get him
to signing day. Quincy baseball Head
Coach Josh Rabe was with him the
whole time, helping him through his
journey.
“He believed in me since day one,”
said Jacob. “I think having a coach
believing in me and never letting me
settle for less got me where I am today,”
he continued.
Former teammate Nick Genova
was in Jacob’s graduating class, forming
a good friendship with him on and off
the field. Like many other teammates,
Genova only had good things to say
about his friend.
“He’s one of the best guys I know,”
said Genova. “Hard worker, always
competitive while still having fun and
enjoying what he does,” he continued.
The minor leagues is not all fun
and games, though. It is the stepping
stones given to an athlete to help them

further their athletic careers.
“I could name
100 things that are
hard about the minor league!” Jacob
laughed. “I think
the hardest is the
long days...there
are 142 games in
160 days I need to
prepare for, and we
are at the field five
hours before every
game, then two
hours after the end
of the games,” he
said. “It wears on
you, and the ones who are ready day in
and day out are the ones who succeed.”
Although still a difficult and
challenging job, there are many pros to
playing professional ball.
“It’s not all that bad,” mentioned
Jacob. “You can make a kids night
by throwing him a ball in between
innings, and you have 10,000 fans
screaming for you which gets your
adrenaline pumping,” he continued.
“Occasionally you’ll get to play with
major leaguers too...and they’ll go over
some things with you on how to be

successful.”
David has many college friends
and family that continue to support
him in all his endeavors and future professional goals. It was an easy decision
with his skill and talent for him to go
pro and see where his baseball career
could take him. A huge portion of his
success could not have happened without Quincy Baseball.

One Sport moved Da Silva to the United States
TAYLOR KING
STAFF WRITER

Coming to the United States to
go to school is already hard enough
but having to play a sport and coach
is close to impossible for an international student. But Lana Da Silva
feeds off of the impossible. Da Silva
comes to Quincy all the way from Sao
Palo, Brazil her journey to the United
States is quite the story.
Growing up Da Silva lived in
her small city and she didn’t have
too much, as she got older and had a
passion for volleyball she made the
courageous decision to move to a
different city to get better volleyball
coaching and to have better opportunities for herself. Throughout high
school, Da Silva had made huge improvements and she had the opportunity to come to the United States to play
college volleyball at Cowley Community College in Arkansas City, Kansas.
Where she was a National Champion,
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After her two years at Cowley, another amazing opportunity came here
way. She was able to play her last two
years of college at Pitt State in Pittsburg,
Kansas at the Division II level. Here
again she grew as a person even more
so and began to get more connected to
God more so than ever in her life.
Da Silva says, “With all these great
opportunities I have had and more to
come, I started to get in touch with the
Lord and he helped me with the opportunities I was able to have after college.”
Coming to Quincy University, Da
Silva knew that this was going be a great
chance for her to teach her new team
how being positive can go a long way
in life. PAGE DESIGNER
VONRight-side
WASHINGTON
Freshman
hitter, Emma
WASHIVO@QUINCY.EDU
Lynch says
that having a fresh new face
was just what the team needed, “It was
PAGE
great to see
Lana DESIGNER
grow this past season
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AUSTIN
with us, it was
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at first because
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she coaches a different way than what

the team was used to but she always
kept out spirts up and gave us the positivity that we needed.”
Since being at Quincy University
Da Silva has had a great time, she has
made great lifelong friends and has still
managed to keep the Lord I her life.
Being able to connect with the girls on a
spiritual level has been the positivity the
girls need.
Junior Right-side Hitter Lauren Nadler has enjoyed going to church with
Da Silva and getting to know her on a
personal level, “Lana is great she really
has helped me connect with myself and
with my teammates.”
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