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Stolen Envelope Means No 
Vote for Student

QUINCY FUEHNE 
Staff Writer 

Fasone walking into the student mailroom in the Student Center.

Quincy University junior and 
Florida resident Christina Fasone 
was unable to take part in the 2018 
midterm elections. 
 “Being an American citizen 
that is my right, my birth right, and 
I should not have that hindered,” 
Fasone said. 
 Fasone is registered to vote in 
Florida and sent in her request for an 
absentee ballot. 
 Her parents mailed the ballot 
in a manila envelope through the 
United States Postal Service. Accord-
ing to the tracking number, it was 
delivered on October 22, 2018. 
 When Fasone checked her 
campus mailbox two days later, there 
was no package pick-up slip. Fasone 
asked the mailroom employee if she 
could see the log book where students 
must provide a signature, and show 
the pick-up slip, before receiving their 
packages. 
 Her name was signed on a 
line in the log book, but it wasn’t in her 
handwriting. 
 “My roommate was with me at 
the time and before I could get it out, 
she said that’s not her handwriting,” 
Fasone said. 
 Fasone immediately filed a 
report with security stating her package 
had been stolen. Security had multiple 
meetings with Fasone, asking her to 
repeatedly tell her story. 
 They also had her write her 
signature multiple times to check for 
handwriting discrepancies between 
the mail log signature and her actual 
signature. 

 Fasone inquired about the 
security office filing a police report, but 
was told she would have to do that on 
her own. 
 “In the seven years I’ve been 
here, this has only happened twice,” 
Director of Safety and Security Sam 
Lathrop said. 
 Fasone was asked one question 
repeatedly by multiple departments. 
 “They kept asking me if my 
mailbox was unlocked, it wasn’t. I make 
sure to lock my mailbox every single 
time after I go and check my mail or get 
mail,” Fasone said. 
 QU Media tested 10 mailboxes 
that appeared to be locked. Out of the 
10, two of them opened. 
 “Student’s need to make sure 
they lock their mailbox,” Coordinator 

of the Mail and Copy Center Sue Wink-
ing said. 
 If a student notices something 
is not right with their mailbox or that 
their mailbox does not lock, it is their 
responsibility to report it to Winking. 
 Fasone’s case has since been 
closed due to the lack of evidence. 
 Currently, there are no cam-
eras inside the student mailroom or by 
the window where students can pick 
up their packages. There is one cam-
era visible directly outside the student 
mailroom in the student union under-
neath the cafeteria. 
 Security did get a description 
of the thief from the mailroom worker, 
but could not identify a student based 
on that description. 
 Continue story on page 2.

Meet Professor Banjo

Find out how students 
spend their time each day.

Pickleball has impacted 
students. 
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Banjo: Not Your Average Professor

Dr. Michelle Combs has entered her sixth year 
at Quincy University as the Assistant Professor of 
Biology.

Assisting her is Professor Banjo, her almost 
two-year-old dog whom she brings with her to work 
everyday.

Combs brought Banjo around her students ever 
since she first got him so he has spent his whole life 
coming to QU for class just like the students.

“I got him as an enrichment for our family then 
I realized when I started showing pictures of him to 
students and friends here that people have a connec-
tion with animals,” Combs said. 

She is not the first professor at QU to bring their 
dog to class however she is one of few who bring their 
dog on a consistent basis. 

Each year she asks her classes if they would like 
to have Banjo in class and tells them they are free to 
email her if they have any issue with him. 

It is even a running joke around north campus 
that Combs gets the most students during office hours 
because they come to see Banjo. Combs welcomes 
students who visit Banjo because she feels as though 
it often leads to conversation regarding class and 
grades. Having an animal present during conversa-
tion can often make someone feel more comfortable.

Most classes choose to have him there with them 
and Combs feels he aids in a positive classroom envi-
ronment. 

“There’s two things at play here that could be 
really good for the students. One is there’s a psycho-
logical and emotional effect of having animals in our 
lives that is positive and I think it sort of underlines 
our Franciscan ideals where we’re to look at all the 
living things 
in our envi-
ronment as 
something to 
be respected 
and to be con-
sidered as part 
of our living 
world,” Combs 
explained. 

Some stu-
dents have ex-
pressed to her 
that they miss 
their family at 
home, which 
for some may 
include their 
dogs. Others 
have even 
mentioned 
that some 
days, he is the 
reason they come to class. 

Therapy animals are becoming more and more 
common around college campuses, especially around 
finals time. Combs believes that dogs can be stress 

relievers.
Combs being a third generation QU graduate 

really thinks of Quincy as a second home.
“I am proud to have strong history at QU, it’s 

what brought me back here,” Combs said. 
After Combs graduated 

from college she went to the 
University of Cincinnati to 
get her Ph.D. in molecular 
developmental biology then 
onto Washington University 
for a post doctoral fellow-
ship. 

After returning to 
Quincy, Combs was hired as 
a faculty member and is now 
an Assistant Professor. She 
will be applying to be a full 
Professor this school year. 

All her classes revolve 
around biological sciences 
but research is her favorite 
thing to do at Quincy. 

During last year’s 
academic symposium her 
students researched a genetic 
disease that their fellow 
classmate had and were able 

to demonstrate gene deletion on her genome. 
Combs would like all students to engage in re-

search in their desired field and would love for them 
to join this year’s academic symposium on April 12th.

ALEXA LOW
News Editor

Continuation from page 1...
“It makes me as a student who has to live on cam-

pus feel very unsafe and rather disturbed that security 
is unable to even be able to catch a petty theft,” Fasone 
expressed. 
 Prior to this case, the mailroom did not have 
a strict mail distribution procedure besides having the 
student show the pick up slip and sign the log book. 
 Students now have to show an ID that 
matches the name on the slip of paper and package 
before they can receive the package. 
 Fasone is not the only student who has had 
trouble with mail. Senior Karl Hirsch has had two 
packages go missing. 
 One package never arrived, while the other 
arrived months later. It was due to arrive in October, 
but Hirsch did not get it until May. Both incidents 
occurred during the 2016-2017 school year. 

 “It made me mad,” Hirsch said. 
 
Hirsch said he 
never contact-
ed security 
about the is-
sues, only the 
mailroom. He 
said the mail-
room claimed 
the package 
he received 
late was lost 
somewhere in 
the mailroom. 
 
Another student 

said one of their packages recently went missing. 
They said the mailroom 
searched for the package in 
the student mailroom and 
main mailroom. 
 Eventually that student 
received a phone call saying 
it was found in a bin. The 
student was understanding 
and said sometimes things 
get misplaced. 
 If students find they have 
missing mail or suspect an 
issue with their mailbox, 
they are urged to contact 
Winking.

The camera that is outside of the student mailroom.
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Name: Thomas Robson
Grade: Freshman
Major: Sports Management and Marketing
Hometown: Cross Plains, WI
Job: Summer Nanny
Extra Curricular Activities: Men’s Volleyball

KEY:

CLASS- YELLOW
STUDY- RED

WORK- GREEN
EAT- ORANGE

ATHLETICS- BLUE
SLEEP- PURPLE

• Watched Netflix
• Went to Sports  

Management and Sports 
Governance class

• Studied at the Student  
Success Center

• Went to Volleyball  
conditioning

Details on time spent:Tuesday, November 13th
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Name: Shane Hulsey
Grade: Sophomore
Major: Multimedia Communications
Hometown: Troy, MO
Job: Sports Writer for Herald-Whig
Extra Curricular Activities: GLVCSN Broadcaster & 
Honors Program

• Played Uno 
• Ate lunch at the cafeteria 
• Covered QHS girls  

basketball game for the 
Quincy Herald-Whig

• Hungout with roommates

Tuesday, November 13th Details on time spent:

KEY:

CLASS- YELLOW
STUDY- RED

WORK- GREEN
EAT- ORANGE

ATHLETICS- BLUE
SLEEP- PURPLE
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Name: Madelynne McKeown
Grade: Junior
Major: Business
Hometown: Juneau, Alaska
Job: Alaskan Crepe Escape
Extra Curricular Activities: Women’s Volleynall, CEO 
Club

• Went to the gym
• Hungout with friends
• Grocery shopping
• Went to Principles of 

Management and  
Managerial Accounting 
class

Tuesday, November 13th Details on time spent:

KEY:

CLASS- YELLOW
STUDY- RED

WORK- GREEN
EAT- ORANGE

ATHLETICS- BLUE
SLEEP- PURPLE
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Name: Brittany Bentley
Grade: Senior
Major: Nursing with a Spanish Minor
Hometown: Springfield, IL
Job: RA, BRCN tutor, C.N.A
Extra Curricular Activities: Alpha Omicron Pi, Circle K 
International, Sigma Theta Tau Nursing Honor Society

Details on time spent:

• Took friend to get her car 
fixed

• Went to Starbucks
• Quizzed friend for  

Psychiatric nursing test
• Washed dishes
• Cleaned kitchen 
• Talked with friends
• Went to Quincy  

Poverty Project in  
Community Clinical

• Was on duty in the Student 
Living Center as a Resident 
Assistant

KEY:

CLASS- YELLOW
STUDY- RED

WORK- GREEN
EAT- ORANGE

ATHLETICS- BLUE
SLEEP- PURPLE

Tuesday, November 13th
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Name: Jeffrey Hinkle
Grade: 5th year Senior
Major: Exercise Science: Human Performance
Hometown: Robertsville, MO
Job: None
Extra Curricular Activities: QU Football Player

• Got ready for class
• Went to class in the Health 

and Fitness Center
• Attended football meetings 

and practice
• Went to the gym and lifted
• Went to Panda for dinner
• Studied in the Student  

Success center with a 
friend

• Watched Hulu

Details on time spent:

KEY:

CLASS- YELLOW
STUDY- RED

WORK- GREEN
EAT- ORANGE

ATHLETICS- BLUE
SLEEP- PURPLE

Tuesday, November 13th
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IZ
GRID

What is your favorite 
Christmas song? 

What is your favorite 
Christmas movie?

Favorite Christmas 
present you have 
received?

Snow or no snow on 
Christmas?

Any family Christmas 
traditions?

How early is too early 
to start Christmas 
festivites? 

Jingle Bells.

Home Alone.

Last year my daugh-
ter gave me scissors 
shaped like the Eiffel 

Tower. 

Snow.

Not really. 

Before Thansgiving. 

Maryam Chaudhry Abigail Moser

All I want For Christmas 
is you.

The Grinch. 

It’s not really about 
what the gift is, but my 
favorite gift was from 
my little sister when 

she was 6. 

Snow but with 
sunshine. 

Matching pajamas 
on Christmas Eve, 

and I get a silver bell            
ornament for my own 

christmas tree 

I don’t celebrate 
anytime earlier than 

the week before.

Silent Night.

Elf and Hallmark 
Christmas movies. 

I treasured the excit-
ment of our girls on 
Christmas morning. 

Snow. 

We go to Christmas 
Eve service at MPCC 
and unwrap one pres-
ent when we get home. 

Just the month of De-
cember. 

Kristen Liesen Deborah Stock

Here Come Santa 
Claus By Elvis. 

Elf.

My husband got me 
small diamond ear-
rings when we were 

dating. 

Snow. 

With my family we 
spend the night in a 

hotel the Friday before 
Christmas. 

It’s never too early!
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A team on campus is introducing 
the community to a new lifestyle. Pick-
leball is a game that is not recognized 
by the average person. Usually when 
looking at a game of pickleball for the 
first time watchers are usually aston-
ished by the speed of the game and the 
way it is played. This is no ordinary 
sport, although the history of the sport 
indicates it was created in 1965 off the 
coast of Seattle. The origin of the sport 
comes from three fathers and their 
claims that their children were “bored” 
during summer.

According to USAPA (United 
States of America Pickleball Associa-
tion) the property had an old badmin-
ton court so Pritchard and Bell (two of 
the fathers of the children) looked for 
some badminton equipment but could 
not find any.

The game was then improvised 
with ping pong paddles and a plastic 
ball. The overall goal of the game was to 
bring families together to play, similar 
to badminton. The creators first played 
the game with a regular badminton net 
but decided to lower it after they real-
ized that the ball that they were playing 
with bounced well on the concrete. 
Even though most tennis players en-
gage in the sport the rules were closely 
based on badminton rules. Also the 
name pickleball did not originate from 
the cucumber.

According to USAPA a year or 
two after the game was invented, the 

Pritchards purchased a cocker spaniel 
and named it pickles. As the game pro-
gressed, an official name was needed 
and “pickleball” was it.

The story of the origins of pickle-
ball correlates to Quincy University and 
its students 
in a way that 
represents a 
new gener-
ation being 
brought into 
the sport, 
bringing it 
into the eyes 
of people 
who may not 
have seen it 
before.

A pick-
leball club 
was recently 
created on 
campus. 
But there 
was one concern with the club, how 
could there be one without a court? 
That question was soon solved as the 
outdoor basketball court across from 
Friars is now repurposed to be a pickle 
ball court, colors of purple and light 
blue now illuminate the court.

The tennis team was first to know 
about the club and sport, but they were 
also the first to play it.

“The tennis team usually tries to 
warm up with pickleball,” Dane Mech-
ali said.

Mechali also explained about the 
importance of the sport to tennis abil-
ity, and how the two are interchange-

able with form and foot movement. 
The club is not only open to students 
but the community as well. This is an 
attempt to bring campus life to com-
munity life, not only bringing students 
together but bringing students and 

community members together. Tourna-
ments are planned to be held when the 
weather conditions allow. 

Kay Bettendorf who is a softball 
player for Quincy University is also a 
member of the club. 

“Pickleball is a sport that anyone 
can play. Doesn’t matter if you’re ath-
letic or not pickleball is for everyone. 
And I joined because I loved playing 
it in high school and it has a competi-
tive component to it that I also enjoy,” 
Bettendorf said.

It seems the creators’ intent of hav-
ing everyone have the ability to play is 
proven to be successful with the nation 

wide positive response to the sport.
Beginner players including Adam 

Rogan and Noah Randall just started 
the sport this year.

 “Pickleball is new to me, I 
haven’t heard much about it until one 

day I saw the outside 
court was re-paint-
ed,” Rogan said.

Both Rogan 
and Randall wish 
to play pickleball 
in the spring when 
the weather is not as 
cold.

 “The first 
week of school I had 
no clue this was a 
club, and I wanted to 
play after I saw a cou-
ple of tennis players 
playing,” Rogan said.

 Quincy Uni-
versity’s court was 
a contributor to the 

growth of the sport in Quincy. Before 
the courts on campus there were a few 
created in Moorman Park Quincy, IL.

According to the USAPA number 
of places to play has more than dou-
bled since 2010. There are nearly 4,000 
locations on the USAPA’s Places to Play 
Map.

Students who join the club will 
receive a long sleeve shirt that says 
pickleball club on it. These shirts are 
also a form of advertising for the club 
because not all students may know 
what the club is or entails.

Pickelball’s Impact On Quincy’s Campus
ADAM MEYER

Staff Writer

Pickleball Court’s on QU’s Campus. Here is where members of the club practice and play.
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WILL CONERLY
Staff Writer

Despite the Quincy University 
Men’s Basketball team ending last 
season with a win on Feb. 24th over 
McKendree University, the Hawks fell 
short of where they wanted to go.

The Hawks missed the GLVC and 
NCAA tournament, as their season 
ended a few weeks earlier than the 
2016-2017 team who went 25-7 with an 
NCAA tournament appearance.

Six players on the current 2018-
2019 roster were a part of that team. 
However, Marcus Hinton was the only 

current Hawk to play any significant 
minutes for that team which matched 
the second highest win total in school 
history and broke a seven year NCAA 
tournament drought.

Head coach Ryan Hellenthal served 
as an assistant for that season under 
Marty Bell, before taking over for the 
the following season (2017-2018).  Bell 
coached the Hawks for 14 seasons with 
five NCAA tournament appearances.

In Hellenthal’s first year the Hawks 
went 9-18, with seven of those wins 
coming at Pepsi Arena.  The Hawks 
won less than ten games for the 1st 
time since the 2001-2002 season 
when the Hawks went 7-19. It was the 
seventh time in program history the 
Hawks had less than ten wins since the 
programs inaugural season in 1940-
1941.

Hellenthal’s first-year struggles 
were normal for new head coaches with 
the Hawks. Marty Bell went 11-17 in 
his first year in 2003-2004. Mike Foster 
went 10-16 in his first year in the 2000-
2001 season. Steve Hawkins, who went 
to three NCAA tournaments (first three 
in QU history) in nine seasons went 
8-20 in his first season (1991-1992). 
Another name on that list is Jay Lowen-
thal who went 9-23 in the 1986-1987 
season. It is normal to have growing 
pains as a first-year head coach.

Furthermore, Hellenthal took over 
at an unconventional time. Hellenthal 
got the head coach position in the fall 
of 2017, just months before the season. 
Without much time to prepare last sea-
son, Hellenthal feels more comfortable 
this time around.

“You know, we’ve had a really good 
fall, and had a couple good weeks of 
practice,” Hellenthal said.

The Hawks allowed 79.6 points per 
game last season, which was second 

worst in the Great Lakes Valley Confer-
ence (GLVC).

Hellenthal has now been preaching 
defense for a year, and the players seem 
to be buying in. They understand the 
lack of defense could result in similar 
outcomes as last year.

That is something all the players 
want nothing to do with.

Ryan Briscoe, was the starting 
point guard last year as a Redshirt 
Freshman. Briscoe was the primary ball 
handler for the Hawks, averaging 33.3 
minutes per game, the 7th most in the 
GLVC.

“He did so much for us last year 
and people forget he was a freshman,” 
Hellenthal said.

Briscoe who carried the load will 
have more help and support from the 
supporting cast this year.

“His body is healthy for the first 
time in a couple of years,” Hellenthal 
said. “He’s going to be a great player in 
this program,” he said.

The Hawks goal is simple, keep 
moving forward.

“For us, it’s just getting better every 
day,” Hellenthal said. ”We set a goal to 
just get better every day.”

Hawks fans can watch this process 
when they play nine straight home 
games game from Nov. 20 to Dec 30.

Turning a program around is not a 
simple thing to do.

“This is a process for us, it’s not 
going to happen overnight and we 
knew that,” Hellenthal “We’ve just got 
to continue to improve on both ends 
every day and the rest of that stuff will 
take care of itself.”

With the success of rebounding 
the Hawks have had this season, it is 
important to look at who is in the front 
court for the Hawks.

Aziz Fadika, a 6-foot-8 forward 
who transferred from John Wood 
Community College, will be a critical 
post player for Quincy.

“He has given us a good element of 
defensive presence and a shot blocking 
guy,” Hellenthal said.

Marsalis Johnson, Tanner Stuck-
man, and Marcus Hinton are all back 
for the Hawks as well.

“For what we lack in strength I 
think we make up for it in length and 
athleticism,” Hellenthal said.

Also, through two games, Womack 
averages 11.5 points and a team-leading 
7.5 boards per game.

Men’s Basketball Season Preview

Jah-Kobe Womack

Ryan Briscoe

Marcus Hinton

Demetrius Houston 

Tune into glvcsn.com to watch the 
basketball games this semester 
with play-by-play broadcaster  

Will Conerly
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The Quincy University women’s 
basketball season has started.

“I’m really excited about this 
season, we’ve got great team chemistry 
going and that’s always important for 
the game of basketball,” Head Coach 
Jeni Garber said. She is in her eighth 
season at QU.

Last season, the Hawks averaged 
65.0 points per contest. That mark 
ranked 11th in the GLVC out of 15 
teams. Also, the Hawks lost their 
All-Conference leading scorer Anika 
Webster, who averaged 17.4 points per 
game last season.

In fact, the Hawks’ three top 
scorers from last season Webster, Julia 
Ruzevich, and Jessie Rabas are all not 
back on the 2018-2019 squad.

“Offensively we really want to try 
to push the ball in transition more this 
year, trying to get some easy buckets 
and score quickly because we are a little 
bit smaller,” Garber said.

Alexa Low averaged 6.2 points per 
game last season, which is the most of 
any returner on the team. 

Low and Freshman Lexi Doyle are 
the tallest players on the team at six 
feet, two inches. 

Defense and rebounding is a 
critical point of emphasis for the 
Hawks this season. Without Webster, 
the Hawks lost their lead rebounder as 
well.

The Hawks averaged 22.9 defensive 
rebounds last season which ranked 
13th in the conference. With lack of 
size comes lack of rebounding.

“That is going to be an issue we 
will try to combat in different ways. We 

are going to try to run a little bit more, 
pack it in on the defensive end, and 
press a little bit,” Garber said.

Quincy allowed 71.7 points per 
game a year ago, which was 13th in the 
conference. 

Expect to see the Hawks pack it 
in on defense this year and have their 
team run the court in transition.

This year there is more balance to 
the squad. There are two seniors, four 
juniors (2 transfers), four sophomores, 
and four freshmen (one redshirt). Last 
year’s squad had 10 freshmen and just 
one senior.

“We are much more balanced in 
the classes this year. Experience-wise, 
we have some upperclassmen with 
some experience and we’re going to 
count on those people to really help the 
younger ones out,” Garber said.

The Hawks have gone 13-42 in the 
past two seasons. Garber and the squad 
are trying to get back to their winning 
ways when they went 25-6 in the 2015-
2016 campaign, the last time the Hawks 
went above .500.

“We want to finish above .500, and 
we want to make the GLVC tourna-
ment,” Garber said. “Goals within the 
team, we want to get better every day,  
be a tight-knit group, respect each oth-
er and make sure we are helping each 
other out and being unselfish.”

Garber talks about the play of the 
guards and how they will be critical.

“We are guard-oriented so anyone 
can bring the ball up at any given time,” 
Garber said. “Our post players run the 
floor very well, so we are hoping to get 
some easy buckets from that.”

Moving the ball forward and play-
ing fast seems to be the mantra of the 
team.

The Hawks shot 36% from behind 
the arc last season, which was third best 
in the GLVC. Getting the easy transi-
tion scores, while being able to knock 
down the deep ball efficiently again in 
the half court offense is a must for the 
Hawks.

Other teams will try to expose 
Quincy’s lack of height. This could 
result in being out rebounded, missing 
second-chance points, easy points in 
the paint, and fatigue. 

You will likely see Quincy run a 
smaller lineup (without typical for-
wards) due to the lack of size on the 
team.

“The forwards probably do have 
a little bit more pressure on them 
because they are going to have to stay 
in the game. They are going to have 
to play a lot of minutes and stay out 
of foul trouble. That will be one area 
we will continually have to work at,” 
Garber said.

Taylor Hickey, Alexa Low, Miche-
la Gronewold, Jess Merino, Maddie 
Spagnola, Aleksandra Petrovic are all 
returners on this team with an oppor-
tunity to lead. 

Spagnola has proven to be an 
offensive force, and Petrovic has offered 
quailty minutes off the bench, making 
the Subway Classic all-tournamnet 
team. 

“There is not one person that is the 
dominant leader, and that is what I love 
about them. It’s  everyone is collectively 
leading, and everyone is respecting 
each other’s opinions and really coming 
together as a team,” Garber said.

“Keep having the determination 
mindset that we have in practice,” 
Garber said. “If we trust each other 
in everything we do we will reach our 
goals.”

Quincy will try to run the floor 
and utilize the fast-paced style of place 
to outwork players with more size than 
themselves. 

Low has determination in mind 
after two frustrating basketball seasons.

“Win some games this year, our 
biggest goal is to make the GLVC 
tournament, it is the first eight teams, 
something we haven’t done in the past 
two years, and it’s just expected of this 
program so I think this year we really 
need to make emphasis, and we’ve talk-
ed about it, to make the GLVC tourna-
ment at the end of the year,” Low said.

With the new style of play, Low 
says that Quincy players may not be 
used to the quick, push the ball up to 
floor transition method of play. With 
this style comes a requirement for 
quick decision making.

“I think we’ve done a good job of 
finding our team chemistry, especially 
so early in the year,”  Jess Merino said.

Chemistry is something all the 
players noticed and pointed out. 
Alluding to the fact that it is a different 
feel than a year ago.

“Definitely the team chemistry is 
our main focus. One thing we really 
put an emphasis on before we got into 

any officials games or practices was 
the foundation of our team, which is 
basically trust, communication, respect, 
and work ethic. And if we hold each 
other accountable to all those compo-
nents of our foundation I think we can 
be pretty successful,” Merino said. 

Merino now gets to be a leader on 
this team.

“Obviously it is going to be a little 
bit of pressure, but there’s is nothing 
that us upperclassmen can’t handle.”

Taylor Hickey and Michaela 
Gronewold the two seniors on this 
team. Hickey is the only player who has 
been in this program for four years. Se-
nior Gronewold came from community 
college last year. 

“In my four years of being here, 
I’ve never had a set group. We’ve always 
had transfers come in, people leave 
the program, so I just really think to 
understand each individual’s style of 
play,” Hickey said. “I would say honest-
ly it’s going to be fun to watch. I think 
we have a lot of energy and excitement 
on our team.”

Women’s Basketball Season Preview

MICHAELA GRONEWOLD
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Kathelene Kim is first head women’s la-
crosse coach in Quincy University history.

Kim comes to Quincy University after 
spending the last two seasons at Queens 
University of Charlotte, in North Carolina.  In 
2018, Queens won its fifth straight SAC Con-
ference Tournament Championship.

While at Queens, Kim helped lead the 
team to the NCAA Elite Eight in 2017 and fin-
ished the season ranked eighth in the country.

Kim previously spent two seasons as an 
assistant coach at Lenoir-Rhyne University, 
including spending time as the acting head 
coach.

“I figured my next step would obviously 
be as a head coach, I figured why not have my 
own reason to not go back to the Midwest,” 
Kim said. 

Kim played collegiately at Penn 
State-Abington where she served as team 
captain. Kim has been coaching lacrosse since 
2013 and coaching collegiately for five years. 

“My vision is to not only build a team 
from nothing but to build a successful pro-
gram. The GLVC looks to be very competitive, 
I would love to, in a few years, be conference 
champions, and make it to the NCAA’s,” Kim 
said. 

The Great Lakes Valley Conference is 
starting Lacrosse next year, and Quincy will 
compete against McKendree, Lindenwood, 
Maryville, Rockhurst,  Indianapolis and Lewis 
for the seven-team GLVC league. 

A major factor for Kim this year is build-
ing an entire roster. Something that is much 
different than what Kim has experienced 
before. 

“Growing up in the Northeast you are 
born playing lacrosse. I started when I was 
11. I’ve noticed in the Midwest because it is a 
newer sport kids don’t pick up their sticks un-
til their 15 or 16 years old. Which also delays 
their entire college search. On the east coast,  
I would recruit girls their junior year they 
would be committed by fall. Here, I’m finding 
it is more their senior year,” Kim said. 

Kim has been recruiting all across the 
nation and the process is going well thus far.

“I have been recruiting all over. The great 
thing about women’s lacrosse is that there are 
so many tournaments everywhere,” said Kim.

Kim, who went to Chicago in July found 
teams from New York, Georgia, and Maryland 
in the national tournament. 

“There’s so much money involved and 

everybody wants to get a scholarship they 
will travel across the country for these 2-day 
events,” said Kim.

18 Freshman and transfers by the end of 
the year is the goal for Kim. 

Right now, she has three committed. 
Offers have been sent out, and Kim has not 
heard a “no” from any prospective athletes 
so far.  A major factor will be next month’s 
signing day.

Eric Ruppel the men’s lacrosse coach, and 
Kim plan to start youth programs to introduce 
the new sport of lacrosse to kids. 

“The ultimate goal is to start up a youth 
league and build up a program that way,” Kim 
said. 

Ruppel has some plans to introduce this 
sport that people may not be familiar with 
lacrosse.

“Bring your professor to class day which 
is very common in lacrosse something both 
of us will do to try to introduce the game to 
more people,” Ruppel said. 

Locker rooms, offices, the field, and 
uniforms are the logistical factors Kim has a 
year to figure out, but the main focus has to be 
recruiting. 

Kim will be allowed to hire an assistant 
coach. At Lenoir-Rhyne University where Kim 
was a graduate assistant, the head coach left a 
week after she was hired.

This forced Kim to be thrown into an 
acting head coach position.

“I am very happy this happened, I 
wouldn’t wish this upon anyone because I 
don’t think it was ideal but it has prepared me 
for this position,” Kim said.

Kim will remember this when hiring an 
assistant with the experience she had.

“The part of coaching that I love is seeing 
improvements in kids and seeing their faces 
light up in the same way when I first picked 
up a stick,” Kim said.

Quincy already seems like the perfect fit 
for Kim. 

“There is so much more here than I would 
have ever imagine. Coming from a big city, 
I’m from Philadelphia and I moved to Char-
lotte, North Carolina. Both of them are a little 
different from here. My main selling point on 
QU is the people. Everyone I met here is so 
genuinely nice. Everyone has been bending 
over backwards to make me feels comfortable. 
It’s rare to find a school where I fit in so well 
and so quickly and that is what I have found 
here,” Kim said.

Kim to be the First Women’s Lacrosse coach in QU history
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