
A Call For Civility/Respect 

What is needed more than ever within our society today is civility where our behavior expresses a basic respect and 

courtesy toward all people.  Respect for every individual is about upholding the value and dignity of each person.  In 

the University’s Mission Statement respect is singled out as a core value which each one of us is called to reflect in 

our daily encounters.  It has come to my attention that over the past month there have been incidents of incivility 

within the University Community. These incidents manifested a total disrespect of the other.  This goes against who 

we are as a Catholic and Franciscan University.  I am requesting that each of us sets aside some quality time to 

reflect on how am I personally respecting and upholding the value and dignity of each person whether on the 

campus or off.  

In the biblical Book of Genesis, we read that we have been created in the image and likeness of God.  Each one of us 

is then a unique expression of God’s goodness and beauty.  Each of us and the world in which we live are distinct 

blessings from God.  Quincy University believes this truth and is determined to live it.  Our Mission Statement 

leaves no doubt about that, “Inspired by the spirit of Francis and Clare of Assisi, we respect each person as a 

sister or brother with dignity, value, and worth”. 

Jesus exhorts us in the Gospels, “Love one another as I have loved you.”  Society in his time, much as in our own 

time, relegated all sorts of people to its margins, but he recognized the dignity and upheld the value of every single 

person.  He challenges us to do the same.  We must be our best selves and behave like the brothers and sisters we’re 

called to be. 

President McGee and the members of the President’s Cabinet are in total agreement that any behavior which 

disrespects, demeans, diminishes or puts down ANY member of the campus community is unacceptable and will not 

be tolerated.  It denies the dignity given each of us by God and undermines Quincy University’s determination to be 
of service to our society “as a Catholic, independent, liberal arts institution of higher learning in the Franciscan 

tradition” 

President McGee and the members of the President’s Cabinet ask that any member of the Quincy University 

Community: student, staff, or faculty who believes that they have been disrespected or devalued by the words or 
actions of  someone else on campus to report that behavior as soon as possible in a signed communique whether in 

written form or electronic form, or in person to one of the following people: the President, the Vice President for 

Student Development, the Vice President of Academic Affairs, the Vice President for Mission and Ministry, Vice 

President for Intercollegiate Athletics, the Director of Campus Ministry,  Security .  All paid employees are to report 

the incident to Human Resources when it regards another employee.  

If someone see someone else being bullied, hazed, ridiculed, demeaned, disrespected, called names or ignored by a 

student or an employee of the University, whether in word or action, we want to know about it. Whatever is 

disclosed will be taken seriously and addressed in a timely matter. A report on how the situation has been addressed 

can be requested. 

We need to be better than we’ve been.  We need to see ourselves as brothers and sisters that we are to be.  We need 

to understand our diversity as the blessing that it is.  Quincy University should be an experience that allows each of 

us to discover our own gifts and talents, help us to develop the vision and skills needed to become our best selves 

and to be of service to others.  We need to find the good in everyone we meet, whether they’re on Quincy 

University’s Campus or wherever.  President McGee and the Members of the President’s Cabinet hope you will 

agree that’s why we’re here at Quincy University and are grateful for any and all of your efforts to create a climate 

of respect for everyone in the Quincy University family.  This is a major responsibility each of us has.  

Fr. John Doctor, OFM 
Vice President for Mission and Ministry 
 


