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Pumpkin spice and everything 
nice. Fall is here! You’ve broken out 
your hoodies and football jerseys to 
welcome in the new season. 

As fall gets into full swing, we can 
expect to see pumpkin spice in every 
form. Sweaters and hoodies will be-
come the fashion staple. And football 
will flood our weekend television. 

Many things in fall are the same 
every year, but one thing that is 
different for some Quincy University 
students is being away from home.

Many students who come from 
big cities are under the impression 
that Quincy has little to do. However, 
Quincy and its surrounding areas 
have many activities sure to entertain 
students this fall.

Interested picking out the perfect 
pumpkin? At Mill Creek Farm in 
Quincy, you can do just that! At Mill 
Creek, visitors are given a hay rack 
ride into the pumpkin patch to hand 
pick the pumpkin of their liking. The 
farm is open every weekend in Octo-
ber from noon to 5 p.m.

Ellie Hoyt said you can find 
anything and everything to do at Mill 
Creek.

“I love Mill Creek,” she said. “It 
brings all the fall vibes. Hay rack 
rides, all the pumpkins you have to 
choose from, and pictures. They have 
everything. When fall comes, that’s 
the busiest place for sure.”

For students who enjoy a chal-
lenge, Parker’s Corn Maze will put 
them to the test. Students can enjoy 

getting lost with their friends in six 
acres of corn in the daytime or night-
time. The maze is composed of many 
twists and turns to make sure visitors 
are in for a challenge. Parker’s Corn 
Maze is located near Hannibal, Mo., 
just 26 minutes from Quincy Univer-
sity’s main campus.

Quincy is also home to Edge-
wood Orchards. The apple orchard 
produces about 1.1 million apples 
each season and has approximately 
3,000 apple trees on the property. The 
orchard is a popular fall attraction for 
picture-taking and buying all things 
apple. The orchard sells homemade 
apple pies, apple cider, frozen apple 
cider slushies, candy, and more. 

Junior Kenzie Blentinger had 
high praise for Edgewood.

“My first time going to the 
orchard was last year,” she said. “It’s 
a great place to go with all of your 
friends and enjoy all things fall.”

October has adopted the moniker 
“spooky season.” Students in search 
of a good scare this fall have many 
options. 

Haunted Hallows Haunted Trail 
puts a twist on the traditional haunt-
ed house. Instead of being indoors, it 
is a haunted trail that winds through 
the woods. Students can visit this 
attraction on Friday and Saturday 
nights in October. The trail is located 
near Palmyra, Mo., about 30 minutes 
from campus.

The university also brings the 
spooks to you right on campus. The 
CEO club hosts the Haunted Asylum 
at North Campus annually. The event 
is praised as a horrifying and huge 
hit each year. It attracts many Quincy 
residents and university students.

Don’t let the chilly weather keep 
you cooped up in your dorm room 
this fall. Get out and see what fun the 
Quincy area has to offer!

Slugs?! Slugs. Have fun this fall
Local attractions offer plenty of fall activities

Kenzie Blentlinger (pictured) recommends Edgewood Orchards in Quincy. 
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Students have found that they 
prefer printed textbooks over having 
their textbooks online through their 
computer. 

With the new textbook tuition 
at Quincy University, professors have 
chosen textbooks for their classes. Even 
if in the past they have not had a book 
for the class, almost all classes have one 
now. 

But students are not happy about 

having online textbooks for many 
reasons. They complain that it hurts 
their eyes trying to read for an extend-
ed time period. It is also harder to flip 
back and forth between pages. 

“I really like print textbooks a lot 
more than I like the online textbook 
just because you can mark in them and 
put little sticky notes in them, highlight 
them as well,” senior Shane McAdams 
said. 

When it comes to highlighting 
important information in textbooks it 

is easier to grab a highlighter than to 
find the tool through the program on 
the textbook. For these resaons, digital 
highlighting can be difficult. 

“When you have the online text-
books it’s just really hard to flip back to 
a page,” McAdams said. “If you remem-
ber something on a certain page you 
can’t flip back to it, you have to think, 
‘oh yeah what page was that?’ and 
look for it. It takes way longer to find 
something in another chapter that you 
already read. Print is the way to go.” 

Some students were required to 
have both print and digital textbooks, 
which students are confused about. 

“I’m not sure why I need both the 
online version of one of my textbooks 
along with the printed version,” junior 
Sarah Blair said. “It doesn’t make a lot 
of sense because I know I will never 
touch my online book. I like having the 
book right in front of me.”

Students say they still prefer hands-on media versus e-books

Print over digital?

BY TAYLOR KING

Students seek books from the bookstore instead of using e-books.

Staff Writer
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Students without books for weeks due to new policy

Starting this semester, Quincy 
University changed how students 
receive their textbooks. The cost would 
be added to tuition and the school 
bookstore would supply the books for 
the students. But many students waited 
for books a month into classes.

The rollout of the new system 
didn’t go as planned, which is some-
what to be expected. The scale of 
preordering books for over a thou-
sand students is bound to come with 
hiccups. But when some students are in 
their 7th or 8th session of class without 
a textbook it impacts everyone.

Teachers need to either slow down 
or try to supply students without books 
the materials they need. Teachers will 
still take the cons of the new system 
over the old, which would sometimes 
have students without a book for the 
entire semester.

The bookstore could not have 
planned for some of the issues they 
faced with this rollout. They note 
publisher shortages and unpredictable 
students. Some students also don’t get 
enrolled for classes until right before 
the beginning the of the semester and 
are then expecting books quickly.

Should these students be responsi-
ble for getting the books on their own? 
What if the late registration wasn’t their 
fault? Where should the cost of books 
come from in this situation?

WHAT STUDENTS THINK
Quincy University student, and 

bookstore policy guinea pig, Micah 
Wheeler, was one of the students who 
had issues getting his books. 

“The bookstore did not have all 
the books that I needed and if I needed 
a book they told me to wait,” Wheeler 
said. 

This is a common sentiment from 
students. The bookstore was stuck 
waiting on books to come in many situ-
ations. But even with all of the setbacks 
Wheeler had this semester, he still sees 
the changes as an improvement. 

“I do prefer this method,” he said. 
“I understand that it’s a new way of 
making sure we have all the books we 
need without having to jump through 
the hoops ourselves, but it is getting 
bothersome.”

WHAT TEACHERS THINK
Just as students have been affected, 

teachers also feel the change this se-
mester. It offered something that many 
teachers used to not be able to depend 
on: every student in their class having 
the book.

When students were left to get 
books for themselves some would go 
the entire semester without getting a 
copy. This could be because they could 
not afford the book, they would borrow 
a copy from a friend after class, they 
felt that they could make it through 
without the book, or any number of 
reasons.

To counteract this mentality, and 
to save their students some money, 
teachers would sometimes not require a 
book for their classes. Some stuck with 
an older edition for years to help their 
students.

That has changed since every stu-
dent now has no excuse for not having 
their books. If you are in class, you have 
already paid for your books. Students 
who once said they were waiting on 
Amazon to send their books could not 
anymore.

That excuse is now, “I’m waiting 
on the bookstore.” Teachers are forced 
to alter their classes to try and support 
students with good intentions who 
do not have class materials up to four 
weeks in.
     
    

WHAT THE BOOKSTORE 
THINKS

It is easy to make the QU Book-
store a punching bag in this situation. 
But it wouldn’t be fair to assign blame 
without knowing what is going on 
behind that two computer desk under 
the Caf.

Ben Means is the bookstore man-
ager. Means says the changes in the 
QU Includette program affected his job 
from previous years. 

“Obviously we had an increase in 
orders,” Means said.

Many teachers who had not 
required a book for their classes, art 
teachers for example, were now signing 
up for one. Whether or not a book was 
necessary, the program would improve 
the number of students with books.

“The average statistic across the 
entire country is that 70% of students 
didn’t get all of their textbooks,” Means 
said. “And that’s one of the motivating 
factors that kicked off this whole idea 
of QU using Includette to make sure 
everyone has the books they need by 
day one.”

Precautions were made to try 
and keep the store from being over-
whelmed. Means said he doubled the 
staff during rush season and weeks 
before the semester started to help 
process orders. 

But the issues that kept many stu-
dents from getting their books on time 
was not due to understaffing. 

“When we went to place the order 
originally we designed it to be two 
weeks before classes started,” Means 
said. “Computer system issues delayed 
the release of the original order that 
pushed through by about four days, 
which is still fine. There are some 
campuses that do it in one week. The 
second issue though is the late student 
registration and course changes. That is 
what I think affected us the most.”

The bookstore further tried to 
prepare for this issue by over-ordering 
books.

“If there’s a class that has 5 people 
in it and they normally run 10, we 
set the books we needed to about 12,” 
Means said.

This didn’t work in all cases 
though.

“When students jumped into a 
class or switched they didn’t return the 
books,” Means said. “That shorted us.”

The first semester was a learning 
process.

“We’ve been through it now. One 
of the best things is that the inventory 
is already here,” Means said. “So for a 
lot of these professors, this means they 
can use the same books. If students are 
all returning their books like they’re 
supposed to, by the end of the semester 
we should have the inventory we need 
to turn around and fill the orders for 
Spring.”

Means says requests for the new 
editions of books could repeat the 
issues students faced this semester.

“We ran out of a book for the 
English 111 and 112 classes because 
the publisher themselves ran out of the 
book,” Means said. “Sometimes even if 
the bookstore or QU does everything 
right, the publisher is still the one we 
are sourcing our product from, and if 
they make a mistake like that there is 
nothing we can do.”

Students are urged to return books 
at the end of the semester or right after 
dropping a class.

BY ALEX CROZIER
Staff Writer

Students’ books waiting to be picked up weeks into class.
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The portion of 18th Street 
that connects QU Main Campus 
to North Campus and QU Sta-
dium has again been closed for 
repairs. The street has been un-
der construction for the majority 
of this year but was driveable up 
until late September. 

QU Stadium traffic for up-
coming games will have to be 
diverted along Spruce Street.

18th Street connects Main 
Campus to North Campus, so 
students traveling from one site 
to the other need to take other 
roads. These other roads, 17th 
Street for example, have many 
stops and are much skinnier. 
Kids will sometimes play in the 
street from the homes in the 
neighborhood, something that 
would never happen on the 
much busier 18th Street. 

The road has been closed 
and reopened sporadically over 
the last year, making the com-
mute between classes difficult for 
some. This is not without good 
reason, however.

In an interview with WGEM 
News in June, Quincy City Engi-
neer Jeffery Conte said crews had 
been delayed by the weather. 

Conte also told WGEM that 
some additional work made the 
project go longer. 

It may seem like the con-
struction may never end but 
if things go according to plan, 
this will be the final phase of the 
renovation.

Along with the roads, the 
sidewalks leading to QU Stadi-
um are also getting a renovation, 
according to a calendar event on 
quincyil.gov.

The city of Quincy posted 
information that the second 
phase consists of street resur-
facing, replacement of curb and 
gutter, and construction of new 
sidewalks. 

That same post estimates that 
the road will not be completed 
until November 29, 2019.

Dr. Kimberly Hale, professor 
of biological sciences, and her 
research team of science students 
have started the process of con-
ditioning Aplysia, the scientific 
name for sea slugs. 

The students have been 
taking care of several slugs while 
running experiments a couple 
times a week. 

Slugs are pulled from their 
salt water bins and placed on 
a tray where Hale records how 
they react to being touched 
with a brush. If the slugs do not 
have an obvious reaction to the 
brush, then they are poked with 
a needle. 

Some of the slugs react to 
being poked with a needle by 

producing a purple-pink ink.
The goal at the end of the ex-

periment is for the slugs to learn 
to shrivel up a certain distance 
when touched with the brush so 
they there is no need for them to 
be poked with the needle. 

This process is called classical 
conditioning. 

“We have developed an 
affordable, minimally invasive 
procedure for conditioning the 
aplysia,” Hale said. 

Baby slugs are another aspect 
of the research team’s condition-
ing process. Researchers place 
a piece of food in the middle of 
the tray, and the baby slugs are 
given a chance to move toward 
the food. 

Just like with the adult slugs, 
the results are recorded.

The baby slugs learn that if 
they move toward the food they 
are allowed to eat. If they do not 
move then they will not get any 
food until feeding time. 

This is the third year Hale 
has conducted these experiments 
with a student research team. By 
the end of the school year, the 
team will be putting together a 
protocol for other schools and 
universities to use. 

“It can be used in high 
schools or other undergradu-
ate places for some psychology 
classes or neurobiology classes 
so they can use our protocol,” 
student Grant Huelsman said. 

These findings will be pre-
sented at the academic sympo-
sium in the spring.

City eyes 18th 
Street reopening 

next month
BY ALEX CROZIER

BY ALEXA LOW

Science students teach slugs how to behave

Dr. Hale and her research team are learning to condition slugs.

Staff Writer

Staff Writer
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During this time of year, the 
Hawk football players are not the 
only students on campus getting 
rough and tough at The Rock.

With homecoming week 
comes football, but not just any 
football. Homecoming week also 
provides the annual powderpuff 
football game.

To kickoff the homecoming 
week festivities, students and 
faculty gathered at QU stadium 
on Sept. 25 to enjoy one of the 
biggest traditions at Quincy 
University.

During the powderpuff foot-
ball game, the women on cam-
pus got a chance to step into the 
shoes of a Quincy Hawk football 
player, but on a slightly less vio-
lent scale.

 Powderpuff football is a flag 
football game to prevent aggres-
sion and injury, as the players do 

not wear protective padding. In-
stead of tackling the ball carrier, 
it is the defensive team’s respon-
sibility to pull a flag from the ball 
carrier’s belt to end a down.

The game is intended to be a 
no-contact sport; however, that 
does not stop fierce players from 
taking their shot at a good tackle 
despite the risk of a penalty.

This year’s teams were com-
prised of women from all grade 
levels mixed and separated into 
the red or purple team.

The teams may not have been 
competing for any prize other 
than bragging rights, but they 
were not going to head onto the 
field without a strategy to win. 
The teams took the time to get 
together on several occasions to 
work on their game plan. 

“We only practiced two 
times. But the losing team had 
three practices,” Grace Neema, 
powderpuff player, said.

A good team is hard to form 
without a good coach, but the 
ladies had the luxury of Divi-
sion II athletes acting as their 
coaches. The powderpuff players 
were able to learn plays and skills 
from the Hawk football team 
themselves.

Despite the planning and 
practicing that went into build-
ing the teams, in the end, all that 
would matter was how well the 
ladies executed their plan to take 
the win.

Both teams gave it their all 
and at the end of the game were 
tied 28-28. But what is the fun in 
that? The game continued into 
double overtime until the purple 
team secured the win, 42-35.

Win or lose, powderpuff par-
ticipants still agree that the game 
is a staple homecoming event 
and is enjoyed by many. 

“I really like powderpuff 
because it gives the girls a chance 

to get on the field to have some 
fun and actually get to know a 
little bit more about football and 
the game,” Corbin Myers said.

At the game, the many stu-
dents in attendance were offered 
free hot dogs gifted by the finan-
cial aid office and popcorn from 
Poppin’ on Maine. 

The ‘Manettes’ dance team 
kept the crowd pumped up and 
entertained during halftime with 
their dance to “Check On it” by 
Beyoncé. The laughter in the 
crowd during the performance 
proved that the Manettes did not 
disappoint.

Many students are already 
planning to get back on the field 
next year. 

Annual powderpuff game at QU a success

BY RAVEN ASH

Ladies at QU get the chance to step on the field and learn more about football.

Staff Writer
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Homecoming balloons  
light up the night
The 5th annual Balloon Glow lit up Friars’  Field on September 26th.

Photojournalist Chloe Nott captures the 2019 Balloon Glow.

HALF MOON BAY, Calif. (AP) — A Northern California 
pumpkin hobbyist won first place at the 46th annual Safeway 
World Championship Pumpkin Weigh Off, setting a record 
for the largest in California.

Leonardo Urena of Napa won $15,000 Monday when his 
pumpkin weighed 2,175 pounds (986 kilograms).

Weigh-off spokesman Timothy Beeman says Urena’s 
pumpkin is the second largest in the contest’s history. A 
pumpkin from Washington state weighed nearly 2,400 pounds 
(1,088 kilograms) and won in Half Moon Bay in 2017.

 The 51-year-old says he took up the hobby in 2000 
and says he enjoys the pumpkin growing community. He also 
won the Half Moon Bay contest in 2011.

Giant 2,175 
pound pumpkin 
sets record

A massive pumpkin by Leonardo Urena of Napa, Calif. is 
lowered on a scale with a forklift on Oct. 14, 2019 in Half 
Moon Bay, Calif. The pumpkin weighed in at 2,175 lbs., a 
new California weight record. (AP Photo/Ben Margot)

Leonardo Urena of Napa, Calif., reacts after learning his 
pumpkin weighed in at 2,175 lbs.
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IZ
GRID

NAME/YEAR NAME/YEAR

What was your best Hal-
loween costume?

Out of the three (Twix, 
Milky Way, Candy Corn) 
which would you throw 

away and why?

What did you want to be 
growing up?

What is the most stressful 
part about teaching?

What is your funniest 
class experience?

What kind of student were 
you?

Last year my wife, son, 
and I dressed up, my wife’s 

shirt and my shirt said 
“protagonist,” our son’s 
shirt said “antagonist.”

Candy corn. Do peo-
ple like it? I think it 

should go. I think it’s 
an atrocity.

When I was a kid, I 
wanted to be a baseball 
player, a poet, a golfer, 

then as I got older, a 
philosopher, and then a 

professor

Grading, especially 
for writing classes.

The first time I ever taught, 
a student hands me a note 

while they were doing 
some group work, and 

the note says, “Your fly is 
down.”

Cyrano de Bergerac

I would sooner endure 
thumbscrews than eat 

candy corn.

A priest.

I would not call it 
stressful, but grading is 

not always enjoyable

When I was in college a 
student corrected one of 
the monks, and when the 
monk was proven wrong 
he ran to the window and 
yelled out over and over, 

“Fr. Mel was wrong!”

Lackadaisical during 
high school, and a seri-
ous student from col-

lege through graduate 
school.

Couisn Eddy from 
“Christmas Vacation”

Twix, they go great 
with peanuts

An astronaut

Getting students to 
engage

One day in class I could 
see in students’ faces that 
they doubted everyone 

has a story to tell, but 
then I was able to get 

two of them to open up 
about something almost 

immediately. 

Straight A’s in high 
school, not so much in 

college

A ladybug when I was 
7

I’d prefer Snickers 
more than anything.

I wanted to be a scien-
tist growing up. I was 

always fascinated with 
science and research

Making sure students 
actually retain infor-

mation. What’s worse 
is when nobody 

shows up.

When a student sat in 
my class for the entire 

period and realized 
that this was not their 

business course.

I was a good student; I 
was never late to class.

In college, I was a back-
row, snarky, sarcastic, 

judgy jerk. I was skepti-
cal, I read everything on 

my own and often 
ignored classwork. I was 
not the model student.

Dr. Michael Keller Dr. Daniel Strudwick Guest Speaker
Jason Lewton

Assistant Professor                 
Terry Williamson
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What is Esports? 
Esports or electronic sports is 
the competitive world of gam-
ing.
What games are 
played in Esports?
League of Legends, Overwatch, 
Hearthstone, Rocket League, 
Counter Strike Global Offen-
sive, Call of Duty, Rainbow Six: 
Siege, Fortnite, Super Smash 
Bros, FIFA, NBA 2k, Madden, 
and Apex Legends.

What league is gov-
erning college Es-
ports?
The National Association of 
Collegiate Esports (NACE) is 
an American collegiate esports 
association.

How much revenue 
can Esports gener-
ate?
Esports made approximately 
$906 million in 2018, and the 
number is expected to contin-
ue growing.

What schools have 
Esports?
The NACE has 161 colleges 
listed in various game cate-
gories.
Are degree pro-
grams offered in 
gaming?
Yes. Computer Science, Soft-
ware Engineering, Computer 
Animation, Video Game De-
velopment and Programing, 
Game Art and Interactive 
Design are a few offered pro-
grams.

What is FPS? TPS?
FPS stands for “first person 
shooter.” The game is primarily 
played through the viewpoint 
of the main character. TPS, 
or “third person shooter,” is 
referring to the third person 
viewpoint the game offers to its 
players.

What live stream-
ing services are 
there for gaming?
Twitch, Mixer, YouTube Gam-
ing, and Discord. 

How does Twitch 
work?
Twitch is a site where people 
can livestream video games as 
they’re playing, usually provid-
ing tips and commentary while 
others watch. The platform has 
boomed in popularity over the 
last few years and played a key 
role in boosting the spread of 
“esports,” or competitive video 
gaming.

Why has gaming 
popularity been on 
the rise?
Gaming popularity is on the 
rise due to the incoming gen-
eration and their parents also 
being gamers. 

Esports FAQ’s
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Pokémon Go at Quincy 
University brings people together

Pokemon GO still is sus-
taining it’s success long after 
its 2016 release. In Quincy, 
there is a group of people 
who created a Facebook 
group for other trainers. The 
group is for the local trainers 
to organize,talk and post for 
Pokemon related topics

The augmented reality 
game combines the video 
games atmosphere with the 
real world to create a beauti-
ful vibrant game. This game 
requires for the player to walk 
around outside and be active. 
The Pokéstops in the game 
are based around real loca-
tions around you. Landmarks 
such as the Friar statue, the 
QU class of 2008 memori-
al, the QU clock tower, and 
the Saint Francis sculpture 
are some of these stops on 
campus. These Pokéstops 
are where players can obtain 
candy to feed their Pokémon 
as well as more Pokéballs to 
catch more and more crea-
tures.

The goal of the game is 
to become the best trainer in 
the world, collecting as many 
Pokémon as possible. 
So what exactly are Pokémon? 
Pokémon are creatures of 
all shapes and sizes who live 
in the wild or with humans 
in the context of the game. 
For the most part, They do 
not speak except to say their 
names. Somehow their names 
are their form of communica-
tion between other Pokémon. 
A popular event for Pokémon 
Go is bringing people togeth-
er. Raids are where players 

can get rare and valuable 
Pokémon as well as battle 
against other trainers. Gym 
raids are becoming mainstays 
in the game.

Khali Mitchell is an avid 
Pokémon Go player in Quin-
cy.

“It’s a good game,” Mitch-

ell said. “Definitely a lot bet-
ter then when it first came out 
but progression wise it’s been 
great throughout the process 
with all the different systems 
it uses.”

Mitchell has been playing 
the game for over three years 
now and he feels more excited 

about the game than ever.
“Slowly it’s adding new 

components to the game. 
Originally it was catching 
Pokémon,spinning pokestops 
and having gyms. Then trad-
ing was introduced and raid 
battles. Followed by trainer 
to trainer battles. So updating 
the game further and add-
ing Pokémon every so often. 
Events happen every month 
so there is always something 
to do.”

Go fest is big weekend 
long event which is an in 
game while also being a 
real world experience. The 
Pokemon Go Fest is an event 
that combines the fun of the 
popular mobile AR game, 
“Pokemon Go,” with real 
world interactivity via phys-
ical installations around the 
city. 

Angeline Cronin attend-
ed the Pokemon Go fest in 
Chicago earlier this year. She 
described the event in detail.

“Basically it’s a major 
convention both in game and 
real world for a weekend,” she 
said. “A certain number of 
people can buy tickets and get 
an in game access code. Then 
the area that go fest is held at 
is mirrored in game. 

“There are special mis-
sions specifically for people 
who bought tickets along 
with special Pokémon, like 
unknown which can only be 
caught at go fest or through 
hatching eggs during cer-
tain events. I’d say it’s pretty 
dope.”  
 

The loading screen for Pokémon Go.

BY REGGIE AUSTIN
Staff Writer
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Fall practices ramping up for 
QU lacrosse

The Quincy University men’s 
lacrosse team’s first game isn’t for 
another four months, but you 
wouldn’t know it by watching 
them practice: the chatter, the 
competition, the aggressiveness. 
All these things were on full dis-
play.

“Our practices are pretty 
intense,” Eric Ruppel, head coach, 
said. “They’re pretty high-flying 
affairs. Our energy is incredible.”

Quincy will join Lander 
University, Davenport University, 
Lewis University, and Caldwell 
University as one of five NCAA 
Division II schools participating 
in their first year of lacrosse in 
2020. Ruppel said the Hawks are 
out to prove they can compete and 
win in their first season.

“We’re looking to do some 
damage throughout the country,” 
he said. “We’ve got a bunch of 
guys who want to be here, who 
want to make it happen, who 
understand this is an uphill battle. 
All they want to do is win and 
prove themselves to the country.”

Andrew Borror is a junior and 
transferred to Quincy from Con-
cordia University in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. Borror said he’s ready 
for a fresh start at QU.

“I’m just ready to play ball and 
ball out with the brothers again,” 
he said. “I’m excited to start some-
thing new at a new program.”

Borror said he has been quite 
impressed with the caliber of play 
he’s seen out of the younger play-
ers on the roster.

“When I first came here and 
saw all these freshmen, I had my 
doubts,” he said. “But they’ve 
proved me wrong, and I’m excited 
to see what they have when the 
season gets here.”

One of those freshmen is Jiulio 
Fortugno. Fortugno hails from 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada, 
and will play close defense for the 
Hawks. Fortugno said he and one 
of his best friends, Grayson Kuan, 
made their decision to come to 
QU after playing in a tournament 
in Las Vegas.

“We both ended up getting 
some pretty good offers,” Fortugno 
said. “We’re actually roommates 
here. We really like the school a 
lot. Our coaches are great. Our 
teammates are great. We’re excited 

to get to work and hopefully make 
some history for QU.”

The Hawks open their season 
Feb. 15 in St. Louis against Mis-
souri Baptist, followed by their 
home opener Feb. 26 against St. 
Ambrose.

Fortugno hopes to give Hawks 
lacrosse fans plenty to cheer about 
at that home opener.

“I’m really looking forward to 
seeing the whole Quincy town in 
our stadium cheering us on,” he 
said. “It’s going to be a great feel-
ing getting that home win.”

BY SHANE HUSLEY

Staff Writer

The Quincy University men’s lacrosse team runs drills during practice Tuesday October 1, 2019, at QU Stadium.
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Esports looking to expand

Since 2014, the rise in 
popularity for video gaming 
and streaming has been un-
matched. Electronic sports, 
or “esports” for short, is the 
competitive world of gaming. 
The viewership of gaming 
tournaments and other gamers 
streaming is unprecedented.

The statistics are undeni-
able. In a report from newzoo, 
the amount of casual viewers 
and esports enthusiasts will 
grow to 557 million by 2021. 

Some colleges are now 
adopting esports teams to 
bring in more revenue. Esports 
made approximately $906 mil-
lion in 2018, and the number 
is bound to continue growing. 

There are 151 colleges and 
universities who have varsity 
esports teams. Other schools 
in the Great Lakes Valley 
Conference such as Maryville 
University, Southwest Baptist 
University, Lewis University, 
and Lindenwood Universi-
ty have their own respective 
teams in the National Asso-
ciation of Collegiate Esports 
(NACE).

James Barlow is a QU alum 
and loves playing video games. 
He expressed his interest in 
joining an esports team.

“I wish we had a team 
when I was there,” he said. 
There are so many different 
games and tournaments to 

play.”
His favorite game to play? 

Fortnite. Fortnite is a free-to-
play, last man standing third 
person shooter game.

The game has received a 
boost in popularity with popu-
lar streamers like Tyler “Ninja” 
Blevins, Turner “Tfue” Tenney 
and Herschel Beahm IV, aka 
Dr. Disrespect. 

Fortnite hosted a World 
Cup, handing out more than 
$30 million in prizes.

Mikah Bange, a junior soc-
cer player at Culver-Stockton 
College, offered some insight 
on the esports team at her 
school.

“We barely see the people 

on the team since they are 
always playing and practicing 
for tournaments,” she said.

Culver-Stockton College is 
currently offering scholarships 
for players in the following 
games: 
League of Legends, Over-
watch, Hearthstone, Rocket 
League, Counter Strike Global 
Offensive, and Call of Duty.

Bange went on to talk 
about supporting her friends 
and their streams. 

“I like to watch my friends 
with their Twitch accounts,” 
she said. “I’d rather be playing 
the real game, but it’s so fun to 
watch.”

BY REGGIE AUSTIN

The loading screen for Rocket League. A car is using the rocket boost to gain some hangtime.
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